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fnlrottuctian to the Translation 


The tank of LranKhiLin^ ihis work has been particularly JiffieulE, The 
author's approach ip die life cl" Ali hus not been along the usual biographical 
lines,. In keeping with ihe literary competition which rite book wus written for. 
ihe language is picturesque and highly literary. The whole tenor and style of 

i he l realm cut of Imam 'All server to give an Insight into his character nit her 
ihnn to present an historical account, HiatoricaE incidents are used as vehicles 
hn this purpose, The result is very effective in Arabic but it has presented 
yrent problems in trying to translate not just the language, but the images 
from one language to the other, 

Despite; this difficulty. Hie I rami aiir.in has been particularly rewarding for it 
has introduced a new dimension for my understanding of I mum r AI i. It makes 

ii possible to escape from the mere historical enumeration of lhe details ol the 
life of u great figure in Islamic history and to gain some appreciation ot the 
inner me a ii i ii g of the man in i he understanding of the Arabs. I he religions 
imd literary influence of All has long been recognised by scholarship bin 
rarely is that influence demonstrated in a work published in the West, 3 hope 
that his translation may be a small contribution towards our understanding 
of that influence. 

I he author is an Arab Christian from Lebanon and liis work can, in some 
ways, he described, as a helpful advance in Muslim Christian relations. In his 
work ivc see a Christian's view of the wonderful nature and religious 
temperament oJ Imam L AlF. This attempt lu porlrny a great Muslim Tmam 
may help to iead to a greater understanding of the religious truths: of Islam, 

]'he ten used for translation is ihe rest of 1st edition in 1966, published in 
Najai. ]-i (be translation Qur’s nic quotations have been referred to by giving 
lhe number of the aura in Roman numerals and (hi; verses in ordinary 
numerals,, 

Finally. I would like to thank the: Muhammadi Trust ipr making l his 
translation possible. 


May 1st. m.l 


J, K. A, Howard 
University ol Edinburgh 



In Memory of 

Muhammad Reza Ah Sayeed 
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PREFATORY REMARKS 


Mis Eminence Imam Shaykh Mur!add AI Yd Sin, Presi¬ 
dent iif the group of scholars at Majaf and Chairman of 
the Committee of the Writing Competition , has graciously 
given this blessed message. 

In che Name of God, the Merciful and the Compassionate, 

Praise be to God and may God bless Muhammad and his family. 
God, may His power be exalted, has wanted to make clear the way 
for the one who brought this book from the domain of the heart to the 
domain of the pen, and provided ways and means for h to be 
printed ensily so I hat it may come before the people as a book which 
openly reveals what is right and speaks the truth. Thus ihe ignorant 
may derive knowledge from it and those who know may gain from its 
style and prose. Such is ils quality Ihftt by its pure style — the least 
which can be said of tliaC is that it is a style of unprecedented Clarity, 
which eontasns ornate expressions and special meaning it presents 
something which Is worthy of all admiration and appreciation, 

Perhaps in its oratorical style it is the first book on its subjects 
which has brought interwoven into its personality an image of N&f\f 
ul-Baldgha. Therefore thanks are due to the Author, the man of 
knowledge, from every friend of Imam c Ali, peace be on him- Thanks 
are also due to those good men of learning, who have prepared the 
way to make possible I he production of such a unique book as this 
and for the other hooks which share its subject. Of these men mention 
should especially be made of the two noble Sayyids, ihc august and 
eloquent preacher al Say y Ed Jawad Shu bar, whose much appreciated 
efforts had the greatest influence on the success of this writing com¬ 
petition Arid Lhe noble and praiseworthy a SayyEd Hdshim Shubar. 
who donated from his private wealth all lhe ihtee priz.es winch were 
distributed to the three winners, I hope thal this intellectual literary 
competition which has achieved this valuable result will open the door 
to furl her competitions which will provide IsLamic libraries with 
precious books like these or even belter. That is something which 
would be possible for thinkers and writers but God is rhe One from 
Whom help should he sought and He is the Provider of success. 
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FOREWORD 


By al-Ustadh Ja' far al-Khalili 

I 

For foi .1 rteen centuries, Lbc name, of Imam Ala has occupied the first 
place m t(ie studies of historians, scholars and researchers whenever 
mention has been made of faith, rectitude, justice bravery, struggle on 
the path of God and endurance in the face of adversities, or when 
there is any discussion of knowledge, wisdom, Literature, poetry and 
oratory. Thus the story of his life has continued to he reported in 
pictures which have been coloured hy qualities never before united in 
tltc personality of one gifted genius as they have been united in this 
wonderful unique personality which has captivated the minds. ol'men 
and bewildered i heir intellects. These qualities were so slrorig and linn 
from the poini of view of knowledge, wisdom, understanding, and 
moral values of true humanity, that they swept away the adversities 
(whose concern was to destroy anything, however great), whenever 
these adversities stood before them, 

Hirsir Li. Damira al Kinani. a con temporary of Ali at the time, said, 
when Mi/awiya forced him to say what he thought about All : “By 
God, he was vast in stature, great in strength. I le had the last word on 
any subject. He judged with justice. Knowledge sprung forth from his 
both sides. Wisdom came from every aspect ol' him. He kept away 
from the splendours of the world and befriended the Loneliness of the 
night. He was luJi of tear*; for men and thought much, Rough clothes 
and coarse food were enough for him He was among us like uric of 
us. He was amenable to us when we came to him. He answered us 
when we questioned him. By God, when he was close to us and near 
to us, we would hardly dare speak to him one of awe of him. Vet lie 
magnified men ol' religion and brought the poor dose 1u him. The 
strong could nut exploit his lack ol means, and the weak did not 
despair of his justice,’ 1 

‘Ah was, like an independent believing community in its very 
essence, which speaks with the rationality of time and expresses the 
maturity ut time and gives form lo 1 he final stages of the a seen I of man 
and the summit of glory. It not right for L Ali to be compared with 
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other individuals, lor tie is only of such texture. It is wrong for it to be 
said of r A3i that Ire was the most outstanding, the most God fearing, 
the noblest and the most generous of men while you examine the lives 
and human qualities of great men. Just as i( is not possible for you to 
compare the- splendour of the earth with the moon in its quality of 
brilliancy or to compare radium with Other minerals in essence. So it is 
not possible for you to compare the name of'Ali with the names of 
great men - with the exception of those who attained die rank of pro- 
pbethood and. of course, he is not a prophet - because tine qualities of 
'Ali transcend usual limits and because his personality has attained the 
summit of glory and the highest ideal in the world of men. 

When man seeks in examine principles, skill and qualities it is not 
right for him to take “Ali as an example. That is because c Ali is, as I 
have said, like an independent community whose Like dues not exist 
among ordinary individuals. He has risen above men through the 
excellencies which he brought, the qualities he made manifest and the 
characteristics ufthe unequalled perfect man which were given expres¬ 
sion through him. Thus the word “ f Ali” alone is sufficient to draw 
before the eye ah the magnetic pictures involved in the essential 
element of humanity. 

Perhaps the word ili AIl”, which some write above their shops and 
stores or hang on artistic boards engraved on their walls, or which 
they carve on the doors of buildings, mosques, institutes and founda¬ 
tions, perhaps this word is a kind of eloquence and a well-known 
technical symbol In the art of eloquence for self sufficiency, It is pure 
in pronoun elation and clear in Understanding, There ts no need for 
anything to be added for people to understand that L ’Ali conveys I lie 
perfect gathering in of the fine virtues and qualities of the world, 

As Miihdi al-Jawihiri has said l 

“Enumeration uf a man's, good attributes m to fad him when his 

good attributes transcend enumeration/’ 

And the qualities of 'Ali exceed the bounds of enumeration and 
challenge the factors of lime which drive the past and present before 
them and which tries to destroy them completely. But the qualities of 
‘All challenged the factors of time with a power whose equal has not 
been known in ihe history of great men so that his personality became 
like the sun which, whenever Ihe mists or clouds or dust hide it or the 
moon comes between il and the earth, they cannot hide it for ever, nor 
are they Strong enough to change its essence and the power nf its work 
and its effect on earth and nature. 
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I mean by the ('actors of time and the active forces,, such as the 
awakening of desire which includes techniques of propaganda find the 
winning over ul men by promises, generosity and gifts which were 
among the - things used by the enemies oPAli in every form and kind to 
bring down a vet] over his merits, to hide them from the eyes of men 
and to remove them from the register of existence, 

f mean by the factors of time and the active forces, such as intimi¬ 
dation which includes threats, mien aces, prison, banishment and 
murder in its most dreadful forms to wipe out any remaining trace of 
"Ali. his soils and friends who were among those who still look to f Aii 
and his righteous offspring for some sanctity and Jove hi their lives. 

Whenever the combination of awakening desire and intimidation 
takes place m all its hideous forms and techniques, it is easy for the 
one in whose hands are these two real forces to change the direction of 
men's thought, to change beliefs and to Jay a thick curtain over ihe 
past with regard to ah its qualities and virtues and the factors which 
make a man believe in it and adhere to its principles. 

The awakening of desire alone is today considered one of the moat 
effective weapons of war and one of like moat destructive. Then how 
much more powerful will it be if elements of mtlmid a Lion are joined to 
it, Extensive propaganda has been exercised today on researchers and 
historians about the reality of affairs so that they do not know for 
example whether Germany was in reality the greatest cause of the 
first and second wars or whether it was England who did not want 
anyone to touch Lhu least of it? rights in the coloftica. 

From our readings, we have seen how thu com bin alien of the 
n wakening of desire and intimidation works, how it changes the basic 
dispositions in nations, how it changes ibe tendencies and beliefs of 
people lo things which contradict those tendencies and beliefs. It was 
something of that which enabled the Ayyubida lo change Egypt from 
being Shfitc in its basic belief to being an Egypt which was Sunni. It 
enabled the Safawids to change Iran which was Sunni in origin and 
belief into Shi ite Iran. In both cases the A yy fib ids and the Sftfawjdri 
used the techniques of awakening desire and intimidation which 
included eradication of a belief and the complete transplanting of a 
contradictory belief in its place, 

Fhe story of Edward VHP is not Loti far distant from Lite minda of 
men It will serve as evidence of the manner of how the people 


4 








/WCMJ rd 


abandoned him and forgot about Kim almost between evening and 
morning, merely by the government removing lbs pictures from the 
walls and forbidding the newspapers to repeat his name and mention 
any news about him. Yet. before, their minds had been full of him and 
their hearts had heen full of love and loyalty for him, Soon, only a few 
knew where he lived and how he lived, (his loved and respected king of 
yesterday \ This is ebe case when propaganda has not gone beyond 
simple primitive levels, 

Ihn Abi al Hadid, the author of the famous commentary on NahJ 
(tl-fiaieghd, says; : Ata‘ reported on the authority of Abd Allah b- 
Sihaddad b, a! Had who said: “If the stories reported about the merit 
of c Ali had not heen so famous, so profuse and so numerously 
reported, their reporting would have been stopped nut nf fear of the 
Umayyads l>ecause of the intensity of their enmity towards him, If it 
had riot been for (he fact That God, the bxaJted. had some hidden 
purpose known by those given knowledge of it, in continuation of 
Albs name, no story would have been reported alrout his virtues and 
none of his virtues would have been known. Don’t you see that if the 
leader of a village is angry with one of the inhabitants and prevents the 
people from mentioning any good about him, hu would become 
unknown, his name forgotten and be would become, while still exist¬ 
ing, non-cxistcntj while still alive, dead?’ 1 


ITT 

The Awakening of Desire 

Those factors and means, the means of awakening desire and 
intimidation, were used in the different forms and aspects against "Ali 
and his sons after him. This hostility continued to march along with 
time into history despite the progress of science, the spread of culture 
and the development of men's ability K> discuss, study, investigate and 
to reject fanaticism. Right up until today, there are still those who hate 
Ala, who revile him and curse him. Vet more than thirteen centuries 
have passed since the martyrdom and dealh of Alt and we still hear 
die voice of'"Imran b. Hattan aJRaqqasbi he was the man who 
venerated Abd a)-Rahman b. Muljam and praised (he blow which 
A lid a) Rahman b. Muljam struck against the head of Imam Ah — 
when he said: 
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O blow of a pious man. by which he wants nothing but to reach 
Paradise near the throne of' God. 

1 remember him today and I couni him the mual Faithful of 
creatures in ihe balance of judgement by GoclJ 

When Ben Bella, the Algerian lender, visited Iraq the first thing he 
asked about was him. He asked aboul the tomb of c Abd al-Rahman b, 
Muljam or the place of his death. He showed his wish to vib.iL it and in 
recite the Opening Sura, of the Qur’an over ii . r r There have occurred 
those who have neatly dismissed such a question as this and have 
pointed to it in Lerm.s of one. of the requirements o! policy which had to 
be made allowances for on this visit liven if this story of Ben Bella is 
riot true, it is, nevertheless, true of not a lew people who still, even 
today, curse Ale and ask for mercy lor his killer, 'Ahd al-Rahman b. 
Muljam. 

We say shat every means of awakening desire and intimidation has 
been used to eradicate the name of Ah and his merit. Every useful 
means, great or small, have been adopted to attain this end. YcL, these 
means with nil the power, force and influence they contain and even 
with their perfect preparation and enforcement aL Lhe hands of skillful 
enemies with experience and wotdly wisdom have been no more 
capable than have lhe thin webs of the spiders been able to bind lhe 
necks uf' Lions and drag them where they want, Thus the memory of 
Ali and his righteous sons has emerged more clearly, more under 
stood and more real after those attempts which even Satan has been 
weaving in all the kinds of awakening of desire and intimidation. 

It is true that persecution may help preserve adherence to the 
opposite view and so the belief which is opposed to I he belief of the 
persecutor and make it more deeply-rooted in the mind. However, 
persecution accompanied by the awakening of desire and good 
propaganda will never produce the reaction on such a scale which 
accompanied the reaction of those who were persecuted for Ali, and 
his sons and his 5hi L a. Among their effects were the emergence of 
the extremists, {hose who made L A)i into a God, and who associated 
wirh him every miracle which tlie mind could not even grant to the 
prophet^ let alone the successors of prophets. These elTccts caused the 
name of Alt lit be mentioned in the call fur the prayer 1 ' of the Shfa 
and thus to be associated with their prayers as a reaction to the 
cursing which the enemies of 'Ali required of themselves before and 
alter prayer and when supplicating God, Ji has been reported and I bn 
Abi nJ-fladid has mentioned: 
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s 'Mu 4 awiya, Amr b, al-As, at-Maghira b- Shia £ ha, al-Wahd b. 
e Uqba, Abu al-A'war. a I pahhak b. Qays* Bust b. Arla’a. 
Habib b, Maslama. Abu Musa al-Ash^aii and Mar wan b- at- 
llakam, all used to make a petition in the prayer and curse "AIL" 

This is evidence for the greasness of c Ali. a greatness as a result of 
which the personality of L Ali has remained for fourteen centuries and 
will continue Ebr lens and hundreds of centuries just as if it were a 
great new- personality unknown lo authors, historians and students of 
biography which has no like in the history of man- 

The enemies of ,: Ali perfected the form of the propaganda and the 
means of awakening desire against "AIE so that many believe Ih&ir 
slate men t s. Many of the people were an ignorant rubble for whom it 
did not require much effort to change their opinion and lead them 
astray for those who knew the methods and techniques of propaganda 
and who are characterised by knowing how to manage things. Anyone 
who makes a thorough study of Islamic history will see the good 
fortune of the leaders of the enemies of L Ali in understanding 
propaganda and the methods and the wavs of awakening desire. The 
guarantee of its effect on the men was great and especially great in 
view of the number of naive people there were. People* who were not 
familiar with cities and who did not know anything about civilisation, 
were not few amid such circumstances and conditions. This 
propaganda and the operation of awakening desire cm such minds in 
which ignorance prevailed, worked marvellously. 

Al-Mas c udi hears witness to the stupidity of a group of these naive 
people who were exploited by Umayyud propaganda, when he 
reports: Among tils decisions of policy ti.e, the decisions of 
MiTawiya), his perfection of them and his ability to attract the hearts 
of his own followers and the general people, (here lias been handed 
down the slory that a man from Kufa entered Damascus on his camel 
at the lime of their departure from Sit tin. A man From Damascus 
caught hold of it and said; “Tins is my she camel which was taken 
from me at S iff in”. 

The dispute of the two men was brought before Mufawiya, The man 
from Damascus produced fifty men who gave testimony that it was 
bis she-camel. Su MiTawiya gave judgement againsl the Kulan and 
ordered him lo hand over the camel to the man from Damascus. 

“‘May God restore you*, the Kufan said, “it is a male camel, not a 
sh c-camcl.” 

"This is a decision which has already taken place”, replied 
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MiTawiva. 

Then he secretly contacted the Kufan alter Lbey had departed and 
had him brought to him. He asked him about (he value of hit* camel 
and paid him more than the value and treated him well. Then he said: 
“Tell "AJi I will meet him with a hundred thousand men who will not 
have among them any who can distinguish a she camel from a male 
ctfineT"* 

Although this story is one of those about whose truth there can he 
some dispute, there is no doubi that it is a true reflection of the 
circumstances, the environment and the method characteristic of 
MuVawiya. Lite enemies of 'Ali and many of the people, all of which 
has made possible for such stories to be attributed to them. 

The enemies of ,; Ali and of his sons, while being the source of power 
and authority and while having power in their hands, have been able 
to mobilise all i he means of propaganda Lu raise in the minds of their 
subjects - the majority of whom were naive and ignorant - a general 
resentment against "AJi and his soils. This general resentment is not 
public opinion as defined by sociologists. 

Dr, Ahd al-Latif Hamza says: “Here it is appropriate for the 
researcher to distinguish clearly between two classes, at the very least, 
of society. The class of enlightened or cultured who arc able to study 
affairs and the class of the mob or rabble 01' those who are led blindly 
to any view or idea, because they are completely incapable of discuss 
ing them to know how true or false they arc/' 3 


IV 

According to this, the general resentment could in no way be 
termed an enlightened public opinion, History has told ns of Hie fact 
that c Ali s group in Ins own time and later limes was in the vanguard in 
terms of behaviour, good nature, understanding, knowledge, manners 
■ i.id true belief. Nor was there among (hem any who could be 
described as rabble. They were three hundred and thirteen of the 
Emigrants and Ansar who had fought at Radr with the Apostle. Of 
(hcsc. all who were still alive took part in the Rattle oi'Siffin, lighting 
alongside Alj, Their number was one hundred and seventy-eight- 
Some sisty three of rhem died as martyrs, Similarly, eight hundred of 
the men who had given the pledge of Rad wan to the Prophet, under 
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the trie at Hudaybiyy&, and still remained alive. Look parr with "Ali in 
the Battle of Siffin; 1 

These were from che believing class and Lhe leaders of Islam and Lhe 
signposts of guidance. They were those who made up really logical 
public opinion which represents the side of goodness* truth and 
righteousness, If the mailer liad bean left to take its natural course and 
if the enemies of : A!i bad not used devilish methods and stirred up the 
rabble by attempting to use the means of awakening desire in order to 
root out che name of L 'Ali and his suns . , . how could this not be so? 
Among the Followers and supporters of 'AJi during his lime were such 
men as Abu Dharr al-Ghilfari, Salman ml-Parish 'Amman b, Yasir, al- 
Miqdhd, Htidhayffl b, al-Yaman, Khuzayma b. Thabil a'l-Atis-ari, Jabir 
al-Ansari, Hasbim al-Mirqal, Muhammad b, Abi Bakr, Malik al 
Ashlar, Abd Allah b. Mas^ud. al-idarith b, al-Nifman and hundreds 
of others. 

As for lhose who took part with Mtfawiya in lhe war against ’Ali, 
all of them belonged to lhe Muslims who became Muslims unwillingly 
and were Muslims with no faith whose hearts hud to be reconciled. At 
their head were 'Amr b, at-'As, Abu al-A*war al Salami. Busr b, 
Arta'a> Muslim h. c Uqba and others like them, 1 They are among 
those with whom Mu^awiya sel nut to shed blood, to spread terror and 
co raise general resentment and rabble-rousing. 

Consciousness arid understanding In lands and peoples can only be 
measured by a public opinion which is governed by discussion and 
logic, 11 can in no way be measured by tumult and general resent me in. 
That is for one reason only, namely, that each one of the people id 
a state where a genuine public opinion prevails possesses true 
individuality and is ahle to show his true personality. He has complete 
freedom to explain lhe poinl of view which lias convinced him and of 
whose correctness he wants to convince others. However, people in a 
state of general resentment lack their true individuality and their true 
nature or are very likely to. For in the crowd and the mob such 
qualities disappear and people think in terms of illusions and fancies. 
Thus die re is great scope for lenders who lend to lack wisdom, Such 
leaders are called demagogues and they arc the ones who whip up 
groups of people and exploit itieir ignorance in the absence of true 
individuality and natural disposition among such people- 

People in a state of general agitation arc something like spectators 
at theatre who have come under the influence of the play and wbflt 
ihey are seeing of it. At that lime they cannot make their link between 
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what they nre seeing and their critical faculties; they are unable to dist¬ 
inguish die variety of theatrical attitudes which arc presented to them 
and the facts of real tiiV 

This is what, in fact, happened at the Rattle of Karbala 1 when flic 
people attacked al-Husayn and his Followers. They were not content 
with killing them hut they had lo cut off their heads, trample with the 
hooves of then- horses Over their bodies and set tire to the tents of their 
womenfolk. I hey had to terrify their women and children, make 
caprtves of their families and with the heads of their dead ones raised 
on spears in front of them they marched through the town without 
there ever having been any crime or anything else which merited any 
of this. 


V 

It appears that the exploitation of the ingenuousness of the people 
to produce a general resentment and tumult, which was carried out by 
the enemies of Ati and of Jtis descendants in all spheres. Look place in 
the most skilled mariner by building on the ignorance which was 
spread among the people, The majority were ignorant and lacked 
understanding so that it was easy lo direct them towards the desired 
goal, namely to hate L A1E and his descendants or at least to forget him 
and to forget his great qualities* 

it has been reported that such was the high degree of obedience of 
!he Syrians to Mu c awiya that on their way to Si Him he performed the 
l-riday prayer with them on Wednesday, They also accepted lfie state¬ 
ment ot 'Amr b. al As that rl was 'AIf who had killed £ Ammar b. 
Yasir, of whom the Prophet had said: “ c Ainmar is like the skin 
between my eyes. Whoever is the enemy of e Ammar, God is his 
encmy 1 Whoever hales Ammar. God hates him/' According to c Anir 
h, al-VAs, if All had not brought him with him to the Hattie of Sifllri. 

Ammar would not have been killed. Therefore, the curse enjoined on 
the killers of c Ammar only referred to r Ali insofar an he was the one 
who caused the killing and il did not refer to the actual killer, which 
was Mu'awiyaor rather the soldiers of Mu'awiya, 

Al Mas^iidi relates: 

The matter of obedience to him - thjir is, obedience lo Mi/awiya — 
reached such a stale that ibey made lire cursing of L ‘Ali n practice 
which the young were horn la and the aid died with. AE-IVlaB c udi 
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added: One of Lhe historians mentioned Lhat he asked one of the 
Syrian leaders and scholars: “Who is this Abu Turab (be, c AI i) whom 
die Imam (of the prayer) curses; on the pulpit?" "I think that he is a 
rebellious robber[" was the reply. 7 

When i: Abd "A Hah b- ,: A3i advanced again* l Mar wan (the lasl 
Umayyad Caliph) in Syria, he sent to Abu al- Abbas al-Saffah (the 
first "’Abbasid Caliph) some oT the leaders and men of influence in 
Syria. They swore to Abu al-Ttbbas al SaJTah that they did not know 
about any relationship to the Prophet and the people of his household 
who were, due hjs inheritance except lor the Lfmayyads. 

However, those of the enemies of Ali who were really informed 
were aware of his great merit and stature, because of that, they strove 
with ail their might to eradicate all trace of this merit and to wipe out 
CIS existence, 

'Umar b. L Abd al^Azi?- (the pious Umayyad Caliph) used to say: 
"When my father used to give an address and came to mcnLiuh c A!i - 
may God be pleased with him he would stutter.” 

I said lo him: "Father you proceed al length in your addresses, yel 
ivhen you come to mention c Ali, there Is apparently a shortcoming in 
the speech-" 

“Have you come to notice that?" lie asked. 

“Yes”* 1 replied. 

" : My sort. 7 " he said, "if those around us knew what we know ahout 'Ali, 
they would desert us for his descendants.” K 


VI 

The enemies of l 'Ati varied their methods of awakening desire and 
propaganda, and of making up lies and fabrication and of denigrating 
L AJi in such a way thru it was difficult for anyone to believe or imagine 
that it would be possible for the name of : Ali to arise again in the 
history of Islam after all those attacks and lying stories which they 
had tried to stick to Imam ,: Ali. in the same way, they Jatd down varied 
firmly-set bases and plans to remove any mention of'Ali, his virtues or 
his qualities. It came about that they would say of' him things which 
would not even be said of evil men and criminals. Li is reported oo the 
authority of Abu Jtrfar (Imam Muhammad al-Haqir): “Mu : awiya set 
up some of the Companions and successors of the Companiuns 
to report wicked stories about £ Ali, peace be on him, which would 
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make it necessary to denounce him and repudiate him, I te gave them 
rewards to arouse their interest in such things. So (hey fabricated 
things which would please him. Among such men were Abu Hurayrn* 
'Ainrb. a!‘As, aJ Mughirab. Shu'ha and L Urwa b. sl-Zubayr. 

_ AI Zuftri reported that : Urwti h. at-Zubayr had told him that 
A’isha had said: I was with (he Apostle of God when fti-'Abbas and 
Ali approached. ^A’iaha/’ he stud, pointing at *1 Abbas and c AJi, 
"those two men will die outside my religion ”>■ 

li is reported that Mtfawiya gave Samara b. Jundub a hundred 
thousand dirhams to stiy that the Quriauie verses (Among men is he 
speech about the life of this world pleases )*ou and he calls 
Aiidh to witness as to what is in his heart, yet he is ihe most violent of 
adversaries. When he turns hack r he runs along in the {and that he 
may cause corruption in it and destroy the arable land and the stock 
and (rod does not love corruption. If 204 5). were related about c All. 
He also asked Samara to say that the noble verses [Amrtrtft uteri is he 
who sells his Itfe out of a desire itt pfea.se God II 207) was revealed 
ahoui "Abd al Rahman b, Muljam. Samara would not agree lo time. 
So be offered him two hundred thousand dirham but he still would not 
agree. Then he offered him Jour hundred thousand and he agreed. 10 

Mahfu ? reported: I asked Yaliya b. Salih; "You have reported on 
the authority of_schoJars like llariz, so why don’t you report on the 
authority of Harir.?'”, 

He answered: "One day J went to him and he handed me a book. 
There in it was written: So-and-so reported t?n the authority of so-Bjid- 
sq raat when the Prophet, may God bless him and his family* was ntatr 
to death he left instructions that the hand of c Ali b, A hi Tali b, peace be 
On him, should he cut ofi'.” Jl 
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In die same way that they forged stories, and traditions showing 
derogation ol L Ali find interpreted Quriunic verses however they 
wished, they also encouraged poets to ridicule f Ati and his 
descendants. It is not impossible Ibal such poetry would encompass 
several volumes il it had not been for the fact that the historians did 
nul bother to record it. Thus only a few examples have reached us. 
One such example is ihe poem of Ka'b b. Jffayb in which he says: 
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They say: L Ali is our Imam. We say: We are satisfied with the 
son of Hind (mirawiya). We are satisfied. 

They say: We consider that y OU owc allegiance to him. We say: 
Wc do not consider that We Owe such allegiance. 

Before that, Lbe thorn will be stripped of its leaves, swords will 
Strike and spears will pierce, to the delight of our eyes, 

Abii at-'Abb as al-Mubarrad reported: At Lite end of this poem there 
is ridicule of c Ali b- A hi Talib, may God be pleased with him. that we 
refrain from mentioning it. 17 

AI-MjUwrikkil was so violent in his perverted haired of "Ali and Ins 
descendants that he had ltie grave of al Hosayn ploughed up and 
Hooded with water in order to remove all traces and outlines of it. A 
group of men. including the poet, L Ali b- al-Jahm, exploited bis enmity 
of : Ali and Ills descendants to the extent that before him they always 
referred to ,: AIi in terms of evil and scorn, even though they had taken 
[frim ,: Alt and his descendants what they had given Lhem, 

How true would he the two verses which 'Ali b, al-Jahnt recited 
about Marwan b. Haft a for c Ali b, ai-Jahm himself ir fhe E Alids wished 
to recite them about Ali h. al Jahm, Per 'Ali b. al-Jahm recited about 
Marwan; 

The misfortune of the enmity of a rtia.n without honour and reli¬ 
gion is not to be considered a misfortune. 

He shows you a dignity which he does not protect and he grazes 
away from you iri your protected dignity which is protected. 
Intimidation and the desire for good rewards and presents were the 
things which motivated the poets, the forgers of traditions and the 
inventors of reports so that they adopted the practice of cursing L A'li as 
a means of gaining their sustenance and gaining high rank. If that 
and I lie propaganda had not achieved its effect on their minds, they 
hated 'Alt uu.1 of ignorance and lack of understanding. Then this 
hatred later changed into a principle of faith. 

One day al-Hajjaj said: “Whoever has done a noble action, Lei him 
stand up and we will reward him for his noble action.” 

A man stood up and said: "Give me my reward of my hardship”, 
"What was your hardship?” asked al-Hajjaj, 

"I killed al Husayn,” he replied. 

"How did you kill him?” al-Hajjaj asked 

"1 struck him with my spear,” he said "Then I carved into him with 
my sword. No one else took part in killing him with me.” 

" You and he will never meet in one place (i.c, Heaven),” retorted ai- 
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Hajjij und he ordered him 10 leave without giving him anything . 1 - 1 

On another occasion, al Hsijjnj spoke to "Abd Allah. b. Hanf who 
was a noble from the Awdahi tribe of Q ah tan, who had taken part 
with al Hajjaj in all his battles and belonged to his supporters and 
group. Al Hajjaj wanted to reward him lor aJl than he had done for 
him and show favour to his a cl in ns for hill), So lie said: “By God, how 
can E recompense yon?" 

Then al-Hajjaj Forced Asma' b, Kbarija, the chief of the tribe of 
Faznra. and Sa'id b. Qays, the leader of the Yemeni tribes, to marry 
their two daughters to c Abd Allah b. Ham’, by threatening them will; 
death when he saw their reluctance. Thun al-Hajjaj said to : Abd Allah 
h, Ha of:: "Hook one of your wives is the daughter of the chief of 
Fazara and the other is the daughter of the chief of Lhc tribe of 
Hand an, such great men." 

"May God set the governor right," replied "Abd Allah b. Hanr\ <l do 
not say that. For we have great honours which none of the Arabs 
have." 

“Whai are they?." asked al Hajjaj. 

''Never is (he Commander of the faithful l Abtl aJ-Miilik (the 
Limayyad Caliph) cursed in any gathering of ours," lie replied. 

"By God. that is a great honour," said a I -1 lajjaj, 

“We look, part in the battle of tiffin with the Commander of the 
faithful Mi/awiya,” he said. ,l and not one of us foughl witli Abu 
Turab (i.c. "Alt) except for one man. By God. according to what I 
know of that man, he wjii a very evil man." 

! Bv God, that is a great honour,” .said al-Hajjaj, 

'Our women vowed dial if al-Husayn b, AFi was killed ihey would 
slaughter ten young camels. So they did so." 

By God, that is a great honour.’ - 

"No man of us is fiver a'.ked to curse and swear against Abu Turab 
• Ali.) and doet. so without adding his two sons, Hasan and llusayn, 
and their mother, Fatima." 

By God, Mint is great honour" declared al-Hajjaj .- 1,1 

Sn great was this propaganda and this bribing of people with 
money, gifts, positions and Forcing the nobles to marry their daughters 
to men who were beneath them in nobility and lineage — which was a 
practice outside the customs and traditions of the Arabs — that they 
mnde men compete to hale a man when they knew nothing of his great 
merit and position. J le had done nothing to merit sucEl hatred and 
enmity which they brought against him and his descendants. 
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Tliofsc who sougtal prizes and rewards because of [heir hostile 
aback!? or him and his descendants were many. Tet how many were 
those among them who were in reality not ignorant Of the irue position 
of r A]i and Jus descendants in thi:-. world and the nest? Yet such 
persons Lreaied I hern as enemies out of desire lor rewards and in 
evpectaiion of the gifts and boumties which the enemies of Als would 
shower on them. Among such examples is that the killer of ul-l lusayfl 
b- c AJi h. Abi laJib came to Yazid b. Malawiya with i lie prisoners of 
at-llusayn’s family and addressed him with che following words: 

pill my saddle bag with silver and gold, for i have killed the con¬ 
cealed king, 

E have killed the man with the best mother and father of ail the 
people and Hie best of them in lineage — when men (race their 
lineage. lj 

When Abu Hurayra came to Iraq with Mu'awiya in the year of 
unity, he went to the mosque of Kufa. When he saw the great number 
of people who received him. be I ell to Ids knees, struck bis bald head 
several times and said: '“People of Iraq., do you allege that I tell hes 
about God and His Apostle and that my soul will burn in hell-fire. EJy 
God ! have heard the Apostle of God, may God bless him and his 
family, say: ’Every prophet lias his sanctuary and my sanctuary in 
Medina is the area between the mountain % and the mountain Thawr, 
whoever commits an offence in it, the curse of God, of the angels and 
of all the people will be on him. 1 testify before God that : Ali com¬ 
mitted an offence in it. 1,4 

When Mu awiya was informed of Ihese words of his, lie approved 
of him and was generous to him: he appointed him governor of 
Medina. 1 * 

This matter reached such a point with the people that they no 
longer spoke the truth. Through the power of the enemies of r Ali and 
the enemies of his righteous descendants they forgot, nr at least some 
of them pretended to forget, about L Ali and his descendants. Thus, 
when anything good happened m ihis connection, even some just men 
greeted it with perplexity and amazement. When L Umar b. c Abd al- 
5 Aziz, the Umayyad Caliph, forbade the cursing of'■All!, some of the 
towns continued the practice oT cursing him eul of fear That the report 
of ib prohibition was not true. When ''Umar b. Atd al-'Aziz wrote to 
his financial agenl in Medina ordering him to share out ten thousand 
dinars among the descendants of 1 A1: b. Abi Talib, this financial agent 
hesitated as if tie had heard an order which could nol have been 
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issued* Then as if it was his duty to check it before carrying it out be 
wrote to T'mar h. 'Abd al Aziz, saying- ““‘All has descendants, in 
several elann of Quraysh. Among which of his descendants shall I 
divide up this sum?” 

'Umar b. Abd al-Aziz wrote hack to him: *TF I wrote lu yuu about 
slaughtering a sheep, would you write back about whether il should be 
black or while?” 17 


VIII 

Among the means of propaganda used against Ali and his Shi'a 
was the table nr" Abd Allah b- Saba*, This imaginary personality never 
existed at all. He was invented by Sayf b. c Umar al-Tamimi, who died 
in the time of Ha run &3-Rashid. some lime alter HO A.H, Hi$ ignoble 
purpose in, doing ibis was hidden from the majority of historians. "I bey 
imagined without any proper investigation and examination - that il 
was true and Em possible lu disprove. Sayf b.. 4 Umar reported through 
his forged authorities that Abd Allah b, Saba 1 was a Jew who became 
n Muslim during the reign of 'Ulhman. He began to interpolate Jewish 
stories and other reports whose purpose was to shake (he Islamic 
creed through wliai these reports attributed to Ali and the lies which 
opposed its essence and inner meaning. According lo Sayf b, E Uannr* 
the Shi L 'a of Air believed them and adopled them as basic principles. 
The revelation of this, interpolation aimed by Abd Allah b. Saba' 
againsi Islam escaped the Shi : a. 

It is dear tbal this fable which Sayf h, “Umar forged with his 
fabricated authorities did not find any support at the time until, nearly 
a century and .si half after the death of Sayf b/Umfir, al-Tabari came 
along. E le reported it in his book for the first time* From then it began 
to be regarded as if it were a true story about a true person. Then it 
took a lung time when the idea came among the people that the story 
of Abd Allah b. Saba* was one of the ways to show hatred of AJi, his 
descendants and his Sbfa, and Sayf b. ''Umar had invented it for the 
purposes of slander and propaganda. Some found a justification for 
approving of it after Jbn Jarir al Tabari had reported it and accepted 
an evidence which was of defamatory nature* He had cloaked it with 
the cloak of true proof and attributed La it the name of Jewish stories 
and bad stuck it on the followers of All and his Slii L a, Yet it had not 
occurred to anyone to notice that between (he existence of Ahd Allah 
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b. Saba 1 - iflie really existed and the existence of Sayfb, L Umar who 
created that imaginary personality there was approximately a century 
and a hall'* During that long period of time Lhere tied lived many 
narrators and historians. So why did not one of them report this 
account before Sayf b. Umar and give support Lo Ihe existence of 
J Abd Allah b, Saba 1 ? 

J he distance in time between Sayfb, L Umar and lbn Jarir al Tabari 
is also about a century and a half. So why didn’t historians anti 
traditionists report this story of ; Abd Allah b. Saba 1 before al Tabari? 

No one has asked why these forgeries and lies which are named 
Jewish stories were intended Lo be directed Against c Ali and his Shfa 
and why such stories were reported by him and attributed LO him 
when at first sight they seem to be the k inds of thing which raise the 
esteem of r Ali (especially among tbe ignorant and those who are noi 
famiiiar wiLh the Islamic understanding, Islamic law and its philoso 
phy). However, in the deeper sense, they diminish tbe estimation of 
E AIi, stir up hatred against him, remove true knowledge of him and 
obscure him with fanciful ideas so that the eyes are prevented from 
truly seeing him. Thus when the faulty vision of these fanciful ideas 
has eliminated true knowledge, there does not remain in I he 
personality oT c Ali anything pleasing or splendid tn those who only see 
through that faulty vision. Therefore, the scope for denigrating his 
greatness arid the faith of his Shfa in him becomes wide and easy for 
bis opponents. 18 

Since we have examined the reality of Sayf b, 'Umar al-Asadi al 
Tam j ini in some detail, ii is easy for us to know how to recognise hts 
true nature Irom what we read in his books and to conclude that bis 
sympathies for the Umayyads led him on several occasions to 
fabricate and forge accounts as one of the kinds of propaganda 
exercised for the Umayyads by means of forged religious accounts, 
traditions and events. 

Men such as Sayf b. ‘Liinar are many, whether in the early Islamic 
era or later. They were (hose who forged accounts and narrations and 
told lies against God. His AposLle, the saints and history itself with (he 
intention of belittling the nobility of fAli and his descendants. Among 
them were not a few of the great scholars of religious science, 
literature and history ... !E 

Thus Ahu Hgyyan al Tawhidi. one of the scholars of language and 
men of IcLLersi in the fourth u-entury A. H., did rtoi allow his knowledge 
and his literary ability to intervene between himself and his hatred nf 
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Ali. Nor did [lie passing of more than three and hall' tun Luries between 
himself and the death of '■'Ali stop him from Acquainting us with 
those disgraceful accounts which lie rubricated and which he falsely 
attributed Lo the Cutipb Abu Bskr, to c Untar b, al-Khaltah anti lo 
'AJi b. Abi Talib. Those fabricated accounts were crammed with 
disparagement of'Ali and with contempt for his si mat ion. A number 
of historians have accepted them as models because of the literary 
ability of Abu Hayyan to invent suuh stylish lies and to present Lhcm 
in such an exquisite form. 

Yet uthcr historians have rebutted these fabrications and declared 
them to be Eics from [lie very lirsL day in which they were spread by 
Abu Hayyan al-Tawhidi. Even Abu Hayyan, himself has admitted hid 
invention of such lies and false attribution of them to the Caliphs when 
someone accused him of it. He said thru he had been compelled to do 
that out of annoyance with one of those who loved AM and hit! Shi 1 'a, 
1 his tri tin used to attend I he gathering which Abu Havyan used to visit. 
c Ali's name was never mentioned in this gathering without ihts 
sympathiser with the ShFa. of 'Ali speaking ri length about the greai 
qualities of ''Ali, beginning by reporting c radii ions on his authority and 
going on to give An account of his outstanding munis. 1 '' 

Abu Hayyan describes what his motive was: “1 wanted Lo humiliate 
this man. So 3 invented ibis fabrication in order lo stop him from 
enjoying speaking nf u A|i and his virtues, 

I he passing of many centuries after the death of 'AH should have 
been enough to mate the enemy of u Aii forget his enmity, ihe envious 
I or gel his envy and the one who sought blood vengeance forget thul 
desire for blood vengeance. However, as has been explained, not even 
the passing of time, rsoL even culture and knowledge, were able lo 
change what was in their hearts. 


Sueh were the means and techniques of propaganda and awakening 
deudre. which were in hands of strong, clever and violent enemies who 
were given the power which they were given. Yet they were unable lo 
root out the name of the person from existence. Indeed they were only 
ur.'ie ro consolidate his position through providing one hostile version 
amid many other versions. For the greatness of^Ali was like ihe sun, 
l;e Existed in the same way and. in the warne way, it will continue, Even 
'hough mists, clouds and dust hide it for a time, it still rises. In the find 
analysis, no barriers, however great, are capable of hiding it from the 
eyes and thoughts and minds of men. 
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The awakening of desire by the totality of its means and 
propaganda with a3! its different techniques were amt the only weapons 
which were drawn against c Ali. his descendants and his Shfa and 
followers. Yet even mere harm came to c Alj and his righteous 
descendants as a result of the weapon of intimidation than Lbe harm 
which came to them as u resuh of the weapon of awakening desire. 
Yet the greatness of "AIL lot which history has no parallel after the 
greatness of the Prophet, has eh alien ged ihu techniques of inlimida 
tion, just as it challenged the techniques of awakening desire, in a 
miraculous way whose like history has never seen, 


IX 

Intimidation 

Ai-Mas'ud; reports: In the year 53 A.If. Mu c awiya b. Abi Sufyan 
killed llujr b. : Adi. 1 Ee was the firs-t to be killed in captivity in IsEam 
with no guilt Levelled against him. This Hujr was Utte of the close 
adherents of "Alt b. Abi Talib arid one of those who was against "All's 
cursing from public pulpits. Ziyad had him sent from Kufa together 
with nine of his companions from the inhabitants of Kufa and four 
others. Mifawiya sent a man to them, who met them on the road. He 
said to Hujr: “The Commander of the faithful” - he means Mu'iwiys 
- “has commanded me to kill you and to kill your companions, you 
the leader of error, the source of unbelief and tyranny, you follower of 
Abu Tunib fi.e. L Ah); unless you withdraw from your unbelief, curse 
your leader and renounce him.” 

Some did that and renounced Ali out of fear. However, Hujr and 
h«s group nl ibe men would not do that. Hujr said: “Steadfastness in 
the face of the blade of your sword is easier for us than what you 
demand us to do. Going to God, mid so his Prophet and to his heir 
and trustee is preferable to us than entering HeU.” 

Then Hujr was slaughtered just like sheep are slaughtered, Those of 
his companions who agreed with his words, followed him to death.. 
Who w there who secs or hears of such martyrdom and does not feel 
terror and ['ear at the oppression against them from the enemies of'Ali 
and of Ills descendants? 

Ore of the dreadful acts of intimidation and persecution which 

occurred was when Mu'awiya b, Abi Sufyan sent busr b- Arta^a - 
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who was a man who went beyond even the limits of cruelty, 
mcrcflessncss and dishonour - tu Hija?. and Yemen in rool out all 
those who loved "ALi h. Abi Talib. He ordered him to wipe them out 
without any mercy or compass Eon. The following passage occurs in 
Ibn Abi ul-Hadid’s com in ciliary on Nahj alHatagfra: 

“Muawiya sent Rusr b- Art a'a in Yemen with a large army. He 
ordered him to kill everyone who acknowledged obedience to "A Eg 
peace be on him. He killed a great number of people including the two 
sons oPUhayd Allah b- 'Abbas b. ,: Abd gl-Multalilv’ 11 

It is well known in history that (he two sons of ftJbayd Allah b, 
1 Abbas were just young boys, Bust killed them merely because of their 
close relationship with 'All b. AN Talib, So how do you think it was 
possible fnr any one Lo declare publicly his love for r A3i after that? Or 
how could he do ii when he sees or hears of this general massacre 
which history describes and (hen secs or hears of two innocent young 
buys killed it) captivity for no other crime than I heir relationship with 
c Ali b. Abi Talib7 

George Jirdaq mentions in his book, ImdmUll that the war-cry of 
Mu r awiya was! “ r lhcre arc soldiers of' God in honey”. He meant by 
Mint the honey which is mixed with poison and (hen administered to 
hi$ opponent!,. It is this same honey with which Mu'awjyn killed al- 
Hasan h. l A]i. Then he proceeded to buy people with money from the 
public treasury and thus contrived to create supporters and ftghtcrs, 
When the people showed their displeasure with his son, Yazld and 
refused lo pledge allegiance to him. he spoke threateningly to them: 

’lit who gives ft warning lo men fs excused from the consequences 
of I heir failure to heed it, l have addressed you in the past and men 
among you have stood up before me and declared me to be a liar 
iielore the people. I swear before God ihpt if anyone of you replies to 
me with even one word, no other word will come to him before the 
sword reaches Ids head. Every man should only look after himself ” 11 

X 

man is there who would r^ay anything after this with such ii 
ihreat ringing in his cars? Who is the one who would be able to raise 
hii ’.nice when he sees and hears the demands of the Umayvads to go 
out to fight al Husayn on the plain of Karbala' and not go? Whal 
iri'imidabon available could be used by the enemies of c A3t and the 
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enemies of his descendants, is there prettier than the massacre which 
they brought down on al Hussytl, his children, his followers and his 
bereft family. Such killing is the kind of cruelly and disgraceful action 
which history has never seen the life of in all its epochs. 

A little before the battle, al-Hu&ayn stood and addressed the army 
of Yasid with the following words: 

“. . . Look back at my lineage and see who 1 am. Then examine 
yourselves and reprove their proceedings. Examine whether it is good 
and lawful for you to kilt me and to violaLe my womenfolk. Am \ not 
the son of the daughter of your Prophet and the son of his trustee, his 
cousin? Is not Ja : far, the martyr, who ilies in heaven, my uncle? 
Haven’t you heard the well known tradition that the Apostle of God 
said, to me and my brother: 'Yuli two are Lhe lords of the youth of 
Paradise and the delight of the eyes of people who observe my 
practice’? If you believe what t say - and what 1 say ia Lhe truth, for 
by God I have never told a lie since I learnt that God hated those who 
lie (there the point is proved). Bui if yon do not believe me, there are 
among you those who will tell you about that if you ask them. Ask 
Jabir b. c Abd Allah, or Abu Sa'id al-Khudri or Sahi b- £>a c d or Zayd b- 
Arqam. They will tell you that they heard the Apostle of God say that. 
In those words there is a barrier which should prevent you from 
shedding my blood.” 

Al-Husayn went on with his speech and said: 

"Tell me do you want me killed to avenge the death of one of you 
whom l have killed? Or because of property belonging to you which I 
have expropriated? Or to avenge some wound which 1 have inflicted 
upon you?” 

The people’s answer to that question was the onslaught by which 
they blackened the face of history and which drew them on to strike 
the neck of al-Husayn and the necks of his suns and helpers with I heir 
swords. That day did not end until seventy-two corpses had fallen. 
Their heads were cut off and their bodies trampled by horses. Then a 
shout arose: "Burn down the tents of the wrongdoers”. Then Eire 
began to devour the ten is of al-Husayn and his Followers, The women 
and children fled in terror, not knowing with whom they might seek 
refuge and with whom they might find a shelter. The bereft family of 
al-Husayd was led away captive. They were marched around like 
towns and villages. The head of al-Husayn and (he heads of his sons 
and followers were held aloft on spears in ihe sight of the captives of 
the family of the Apostle of God, 
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When they brought the head of at Husayn before Yazid b, 
Mu c awiya in Syria, they pul it on a tray. Yazid began to poke til die 
lecth in it with a cane and he recited: 

We have eat off heads of men who were dear to u.s but they were 
Luo refractory and wrong. iJ 

Who is there who could see these sights or hear of such a massacre, 
of such maltreatment, of such an appalling act against the family of 
c Al i and no I be seized with fear and dismay 1 Then how could the 
name of ' : Ali continue Lo shine forth while this was some of what was 
waged against him arid what was waged against Iris descend ants with 
those murderous weapons uideas *A|i was unique and unless he was 
the only model among men m the world? 

Muslim b. c Uqha, nne nf the proteges of Ya/id b. Mu'awiyu; (and 
he who was created with a venomous nature, a man in snakeskin, to 
use the definition of the Kgypuan waiter al 'Aqqadt this man reached 
the ultimate m persecution of the followers of L Ali and the followers of 
al-l lusayn. He was, in I he description of the historian, one-eyed and 
ruddy-faced with an agitated head. When he walked, it was as if he 
was pulling his legs out of mud. 

He attained such a degree of voracity for evil that even when he was 
a very old and sick man, he allowed Medina, the sanctuary of the 
Prophet, peace be on hirn, to be sacked, He allowed it rn he sacked For 
three days. He massacred its inhabitants by the sword in the same 
way as butchers slaughter sheep so that feet sank into the blood, lie 
killed the sons of the Emigrants and Lbe Ansar and the offspring of 
men who had Fought at Itadr, He made all the Companions and the 
following generations of Muslims, whom he had spared, pledge 
allegiance to Yazid b, Mufawiya on the basis of being a slave of the 
Commander of the faith f it <i,e. ofYazid). 

I fe sent his army into the area around the grave of the Prophet 
seizing people, property and violating women , , , until the dead 
reached the total, in the estimation of al-Zuliri. of seven hundred of the 
leaders of the people and ten thousand of their retainers. Then he 
wrote to Yazid describing what he had done as if he wan describing a 
jubilant conquering hero. After a lengthy description, lie wrote; 

“We sent the cavalry against them ... E did not pray the noon prayer 
except in their mosque after a devastating battle and great plunder. 
(Thus he writes). We had plunged our swords into therm We killed 
those- of them who advanced towards us and we pursued those who 
lied. We pul their wounded to death, (Thus he writes). We plundered 
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Lhe city for illrcu Jay.5 at ordered by the Commander ot the faithful 
(Yazid), may God fortify support of him. I had the houses of the 
children of the martyr, Urhm&r b, 'Affan. put under protection and 
security. Praise be to God who has cured my breast by enabling me to 
fight against men who ha we long been in dispute and have been great 
in hypocrisy, how often have [hey been recalcitrant, how long have 
they been tyrannical, 

"I write chis letter to the Commander of the faithful while I am sick 
and weak in (he house of Sa ,: id b. al- : As- I only see myself returning to 
God. J do not care when I die after having taken part in this battle”.-' 1 


XI 


A3 fAqqad says in his analysis of this hatred: lL This blazing hatred 
within this rotten mind was only the hat red found in the characters of 
deformed and distorted men which could make him imagine that it 
was a haired borne out of a desire to avenge the death of Uthman or 
against revolt by the people against the kingdom of Yazid.” 

The haired was aimed against 'Ali b. Abi Talib and his descendants 
and supporters. Many of them became victims of that cruelty and 
greed in Hie Hijaz, in Yemen or in Iraq, where 'Ali, his descendants 
and supporters were most violently repressed. 

When Zayd b. c ALi b. al-Husayr was killed in Kufa, his followers 
were afraid of him being dismembered - just as the family of Ali were 
too afraid of the dismemberment nf Imam r A3f& body by his enemies 
to bury his body publicly or make a tomb at his grave. So when it was 
night and when the people were still not aware that Zayd b. Ali b. «l~ 
Husayn had been killed, they buried him at ihe river Ya'qub, i hey 
dammed the river and dug a grave for liirn in its bed. Then they buried 
him in hi.s clothes and Jet the water How Hack over it. However, in¬ 
formers gave the secret away and his Umayyad enemies took his body 
out- They cut off his head and nailed his body Lo a cross and had 
guards set over it so that it could not be taken down. The body 
remained guarded for a long time. His head was sent to Ilisbam b. 
c Abd at Malik and he ordered it to he set up on the gate into 
Damascus. Then he sent it to Medina and then it was taken to Egypt 
and set up in Lite- mosque there until some Egyptians stole it and buried 
if * 5 

When al-Walid succeeded to authority, he wrote to Ins governor in 
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Iraq, Yusuf h. ‘Umar al Thaqufi. saying |o him “'When ibis letter of 
mine comes to you, look for ihc calf of Iraq (meaning the body of 
Zayd b. c Alij and burn it and scatter the ashes into the Sea”. 

Yusuf b. Umar carried out Ms command and lie ordered K burr ash 
b. Hawshab: "“Take Zayd's body down From his cross and set lire to lL 
Then break up the bits and put them in a date- basket. Take them on a 
boat and scatter Lhem in the Euphrates . 1 '* 15 

Is there any event reported in history mure abominable, cruder aiiJ 
more terrible than the foul crimes which the enemies of f All and his 
descendants committed against AI i and his descendants? Surely Ihose 
who are sel aside by history for different kinds of torture and lor 
notorious crimes are none other than those who were enemies of'Ali 
and his descendants? If the grave of Imam 'Alt bad been known at 
first, would they have ever disregarded it and kept away from 
desecrating it? 


XII 

Hishim wrote to his governor in Basi n, al Qa$im b, Muhammad af- 
Thaqafi, to move all the Has hi miles in Iraq to Medina because of the 
fear rhai LhEy might rebel. Similarly he wrote to his governor in 
Medina to detain some of them, to inspect them once every week and 
to ger guarantors on 1 heir behalf that they would not leave I here, A l 
Fad 3 h. c Abd a I Kali man has given ijs a picture of (heir treatment, 
articulating their sentiments* in a long poem. Some of tins we present 
here a*, a fleeting glimpse into some of til is cruel ireatmeni w hi ell the 
Alids met at the hands of their enemies. The full version fs presented 
by Ibji Ahi nl Madid in Shark NqHj qI Halaghai 

Whenever they cause any discontent in any 
land, Lhey put us into pri sorts or eft pel us. 

My God. feared by all, may not suifiee those who 
have taken us to Medina as prisoners. 

They kill us without any crime being done against 
them May God be the One who tights against 
a people who kill us. 

They make us the closes! of enemies of theirs 
and they swim in our blotad. 

Where arc our dead whom you have unjustly Lreated 
and wrongfully killed? 
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Bring back Hashim and return Abu ul-Yaqzan 
and Ibn Bud ay] among olFiefS- 

Brijig back the man of two testimonies and the 
dead in fighting against whom you were 
wickedly involved. 

Then return Hujr and Hie companions of Hujr in 
whose killing yun once unjustly took pan. 

Then return Abu l 'L'ma>T and return Ruiihayd and 
Maytham and 1 hose 

Of the Hashimites who were killed on Ihe hanks 
unite river at the battle with Husayn, 

Aod return Hu say n. 

Al-Fadl goes on in his poem to include wiih these, Ehose k]JJed at 
Karbala', Muslim b, c At|il, Zayd b. : Ali and others 

The Alids disdain the idea of gaining vengeance from their 
opponents whenever they gained victory over them. They have 
followed in (he footsteps of their ancestor 1 ALi b- Abi falib in mag 
n a nimby. forgiveness and forbearance toward those who curse* 
persecute and fight them, all things by which Ali was distinguished. 
That was one of The eternal natural qualities of which he bad become a 
symbol and to which the secret of Ali 1 ® constancy in time belongs. 

] have read - and l do oot remember where - that one nf the 
Umuyyad Caliphs - it was probably ‘Umar b- c Abd ai Aziz - had 
learnt that Hisham b. Isma'Il, an Umayyad governor of the Hijaz* was 
creating excuses to injure ihe family of the house of the Prophet, and 
especially 'Ali b. ai-Husayn. The Caliph dismissed him andi ordered 
that he stand out side so that those who had a complaint against him 
co uld go past and register it- Imam Ah b. al Hu say n was summoned. 
He was the person of the family of Lbe Prophet who bad received 
the worst oppression and persecution from this governor. It was 
demanded of him that he go past the man and recount the harm which 
he had suffered from him. -So lie went past in accordance with the 
insistence of the Caliph’s orders. However, lie. went past this cruel 
wicked Hisham b. lama's] and looked at him but he did not say a word 
of complaint mid he did nor mention his wrongdoing. He did not even 
indicate, not with slightest indication, what this governor had done to 
him and ihe family of the Apostle, When Imam Ali b- al-Husayn had 
withdrawn from him and (he governor was still standing abject and 
humiliated, the latter called out, seeing his un willing ness to do him 
harm and his avoidance of denouncing him, he culled out at the top of 
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his voice: “God knows beat where lu entrust His Message,' 11 

Among Lh-e beat Lo describe llie behaviour of thu 'A]ids and the 
images of their natural dispositions was die poet, Di l ‘bil al-KhuziCi, 
who says of them; 

I lave you not seen that for thirty years I have 
come and gone with constant sighs? 

3 set - 1heir wealth divided among others while 
Lbeir own hands have become empty of wealth. 

When they are wronged against, they stretch oul to thu 
authors of their harassment hands which shrink 
away from vengeance. 

Thu daughters of Zeyad are protected in palaces 
while the daughter nf die Apos.de of God is 
in die wilderness. 

Thus, when they were mistreated, they would stretch cut towards 
those who mistreated them hands which knew nothing of haired and 
vengeance. 


XIII 

AI-Mansur treated the 'Adds the way he did and history has 
reported the violence of al Mansur against the descendants r>f 'Ala b. 
A hi Talib in a way which makes bodies tremble at the bloodshed, 
murderous blows and the different kinds of imprisonment in dungeons 
and the belly of the earth, where these were imprisoned, Muhammad 
'Ali al-Zahrr says: Tt A| Mansur used to imprison the. political suspects 
of the family of the Prophet in dungeons. He would chain them in iron 
letters, beat them, break their limbs. Hug them and gouge out their 
eyes. ! hey could not see light, nor day, nor night. Indeed they would 
know the passing of time by i lieir recitation of portions of the Qur^an. 
f rom time to time a call would come among these prisoners: "Choose 
one from among you for us to kill 1-1 . Then they would vie wiih each 
other for death (sec al-Tabari's History).- 1 

AI Mansur especially treated llie descendants of fiI Hasan b. 'Ah 
with the most cruel treatment which an angry wild beast might use. 
However, there are limits to the anger and cruelty of an angry wild 
beast. As for si Mansur, history was not aware nf any limits to his 
bestiality umjl he died. He seized from the family of‘Ali, their revered 
old leaders, like c Abd Allah al-Mahd b. a] Hasan b. AH b. Abl Talib, 
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who was the leader of the clan descended from A bis Talib at that time, 
Al-Mansur seized hifi son, his brothers and his nephews, who were the 
leaders of the descendants of al-Hasan and he imprisoned them He 
killed a number of them in prison and the others died there . 211 Jt is 
reported that the chamber lain of al-Mamulr once went nut and said: 
“Let whoever of the descendants of at-Has an is at the door conic in T 
Tiie revered old men of (he descendants of al Hasan entered. He took 
lihem into a side room and then brought in blacksmiths from another 
door. He had ihem chained and taken to prison. He kept them in 
prison in Kufa until ±ey died there. 

One of the strange examples of the oppression of ai-Mansur is the 
story that one of the ' Alids came and stood before al Mansnr. 

“Whftt brings you?' 1 at Mansur asked him. 

“I came so thul you could imprison me with my family", he replied 
“for 1 do not want to live in the world without them". 

So he imprisoned him with them. That man was ; AJi b. al Hasan b. 
al Hasan b- r Ali b- Ahi Talib, He was one of the most handsome men 
and used to be called "Yellow Silk 1 " because of his handsomeness. Al- 
Mansur had him brought before him and said: 

IL Are you Yellow SWkV' 

""This is what people say", he replied, 

"Then let me kill you in a way J have never kilted anyone” said al- 
Mansur, 

He ordered a pillar lo be built over him while he was alive and then 
he died in It . 29 

This ta all in addition to al-Mansur's pursuit and murder of Nafs al- 
Zhkiyya and his pursuit of Ibrahim b. 'Abd Allah and the hundreds of 
famous leaders of the fALids whom the : Abbasids pursued and drove 
into distant lands, Many of them were compelled to hide in remote 
villages and among far off tribes, to change their names. Lhuir clothes 
and their appearances, to gather among Christian communities and to 
pretend to hold religious beliefs which were not their true belief Some 
involved themselves. 30 deeply in their hiding that a time came when 
the sons of those men in hiding only knew a liitie about their family. 
Among these few c AILcls — as 1 know- - is the great Lebanese poet, 
Amin Nalt|i|a, in Beirut, Among them is the distinguished man of 
letters;, iladi 1 Hashim Bikfir Shim a, As for those whom the expulsion 
caused to lose the memory of their ancestors, it is. not unlikely Hi at 
they may go beyond lens in terms Of the principal ancestors and 
hundreds and thousands in terms; of their descendants. 
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XIV 

George Jirdaq alludes tu the verses of Abu dl-'Ala 1 nl Ma L arri con¬ 
cerning 'Ali and al-ljusayn, when a] MaArri says: 

On the surface of I ime 

There arc two witnesses of the shedding of the blood 
of the two martyrs, : Ali and his son. 

They appear in the beginning of the night 
as the two twilights. 

And at the end of it as the two dawns. 

These have remained 

dung 10 the shin of time to arrive 

at thd Day of Judgement 

ready to bear witness in die presence of the Merciful! 

Jjrdatj says; *‘I see from the agony of emotion in these three lines 
and the revolution of thought and feeling behind them, that it is 
appropriate to apply these passionate exciting words, within the 
compass of like \AJid tragedy, to the sufferings of the supporters of 
right, who were harmed, whipped, persecuted, driven into (he wilder¬ 
ness to die of hunger and cold, buried alive, crucified and burnt with 
their sons and brothers refusing to hetray thejr inner consciences; and 
renounced Imam 'Ali in slave-1 ike fashion. And rejected Lhe nobility of 
human creation which the Imam represented In his life. 

”lt strikes me to feel (hat the 'A,I id tragedy which stretched over long 
epochs is revived in these three verses both in substance and spirit." 30 

Al-Sayyid Ahmad Saqr who undertook the commentary and 
edition of the book The Martyrdoms of the Family of Abu Telib 
(Maqdiit al- fdlihiyyin ) by Abii al-Taraj ai-lsfabani says in his 
introduction: "History has not known a family like the family of Abu 
Talib. which, having attained the zenith of nobility and perfection in its 
origin, has bad its rights taken from it," ile goes on to say; "The 
opponents of this pure family Slave exceeded all bounds by making 
war against it, I hoy have made it Suffer the blows of violent mistreat 
merit and imposed all kinds ol torture on it, Tltey have treated il 
ruthlessly, respecting neither its right nor its sanctity. They have 
poured down great wrong on at! j(s womenfolk, children and men with 
a violence untouched by genileiiess and with cruelty undiluted by 
compassion so that the tragedies of the family have become proverbial 
for dreadful mistreatment. YcL this excessive cruelly has awoken the 
springs ol mercy and love in the hestrLs of people, spread forth the 
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sorrow which was implicit m their consciences and filled their entire 
spirits with grief. The deaths nf these martyrs have become accounts 
which are recounted, reports which an; handed down and stories in 
which people find satisfaction for their emotions and relief for their 
feelings. So they have eagerly searched for them. 

“Reporters of historical tradition and writers have sought to answer 
the call of this strong desire which is tine search I dr the personification 
of perfection among people, So they began to compile reports about 
them, to set oat their great virtues, to write about their lives and to 
record their martyrdoms, 

“Among these scholars was Abu Mikhnaf who died In 170 ATI. 
(785/6). He wrote The Martyrdom of c AU (Maqtal 'All ) 21 aad The 
Martyrdom of at-Husayn (Maqtal ai-ffusayn).™ 

“Others included; 

Nasr b. Muz ah ini, died in 212 Adi. (826/7), who wrote The 
Martyrdom of ai-tfusuyn (Maqtal al-Husayn ). 11 

Al-Haytham b. 'Adi, died 208 A.H. (8222/3), who wrote Reports 
about a! Hasan and his Death (Akhbdr al-Hasan wa-Wijaiihi)?* 
Al-Wfkjidi, who wrote The Martyrdom of ai Hasan (Maqtal al- 
Hasan) and 'The Martyrdom of tif-Husayrt (Maqtal al-Husayn ). 31 

lbn al-Natlih, who wrote The Martyrdom of Zayd h. r Ali (Maqtal 
Zayd ibn r Ati)/ a . 

AI -Ghallabi, who wrote The Martyrdom of f All (Maqtal Vl l;} and 
The Martyrdom of at Husayn (Maqtal al-Husayn)?* 

AI AshnanL who wrote The Martyrdom of a! Hasan (Maqtal af- 
Hasan) and The Martyrdom of Zayd b. c A!i (Maqtal Zayd ibn 'A fl). 2 & 
Umar b, Shabbah, who wrote The Martyrdom of Muhammad and 
Ibrahim, the fivo sons of 'A hd Allah b, af-Hasan. (Maqtal Muhammad 
wa-Ibrahim ihnay ^Abd Allah ibn al-Hasan)?* 

Al Madalnh died 223 A, H. (838/9) who wrote a book entitled. The 
Names of the Members of the Family of Abu TdUb who haw been 
killed (Asmd man qataia min al-Tdliblyyin,).*" 

" I'lien came Abu al-Faraj al-Isfahani. whn died in 356 A. H, (9(57), 
fit cam posed The Martyrdom of the Members of the Family of Abu 
faith (A faqdtil al Ttilibtyyfn or ihe name Ibn Nadim gives It Maqdtil 
dl A hi Tdlih ). 41 In it he describes the lives nf the martyrs of the 
descendants nf A hit Talib from the period of the Apostle lo the lime in 
which he beg£m to write Iris bonk, which was in the month ofJamada 
al-Awwah 313 A.H. (924/5), 

“Up to that (ime F Abu al-Faraj had described more than two 
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hundred martyrs from the Family of A1 1 fa Thlib. All of them were the 
very summit of men. Imams and leaders, great men of Literature, of 
poelry, of knowledge and of virlue, who were killed wrongfully surf by 
aggression by the swords d Lb use who were full of hatred and enmity 
towards them and 1 ’ 


XV 

There are hundreds of examples of the attempts at propaganda 
uti the one hand and violence on the other towards L Aii and his 
descendants in order to wipe out (heir rouLS, which Lhe reader will 
lirjd its alt (he hooks which were written in earlier times. There are 
hundreds of examples also in the modern hooka which have been 
written about £ Ali and his descendants and the sufferings and persecu 
tion which they received from their enemies, like the bunk of ‘Abd ai- 
Fattah Maqsud, the book of Shaykh ‘Abd Allah fll- l 'Alayrli. the book 
of George Jirdaq. the book of'Abbas al-Aqqad, the book of Shaykh 
Mahmud (Abu RiyyaJ. (he book of Jurji Zaydan, the buuk of Shaykh 
Khaiid Muhammad KhaJid and many others. There are hundreds of 
books written in foreign languages which demonstrate the bad treat¬ 
ment and persecution directed against c Alt and his family. These are 
all m addition to the immense number of different kinds of wicked acts 
committed against them which are mentioned as examples in the 
expositions of works of biography, prose and poetry. These indude 
(he incredible actions which the opponents of' A1 i used in order to 
wipe out his memory, to remove any trace of him., to lead men's 
thoughts astray and to distort bis true nature. IL is. not unlikely that the 
memory of him which history has lost through (he techniques which 
ih$ opponents of c Ali adopted to wipe out and remove his name, is 
very great, though its corroboration is not possible for historians, Or 
else its memory may have been neglected deliberately, especially in 
poetry against him, out of respect for 1 Alt’s, position because of the 
repugnant curses which it contained. 

Despite all this, ‘All has remained. as he si ill does, the purest of 
all souls af ter the Apostle of God, a man in whom all human qu alities 
sre represented so that they keep him for ns long as time- remains as 
art example of noble-mindedness, integrity, compassion, sympathy, 
justice and literature, the like of which was not known after lhe 
literature of lhe noble Qur’an. He is an example of gigantic intellect 
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whose descriptive powers baffled earlier generation? and which is still 
the source of amazement even in more recent timers. This personality 
will continue to be tbe subject of study by scholars in the fields of 
wisdom, philosophy and literature for as long as God wishes and to 
the end of the life of mankind, if there is an end to die life of mankind. 
All this will be so because of the multiplicity of the factors and aspects 
of that intellect and the extent of the horizons it encompasses. 

Whenever history is negligent and it is seldom negligent despite 
the factors of intimidation and inducement - and fails to remember the 
name of c Ali, there arise scores of his sons in different roles to remind 
people of l Ali and bis great value. By their merits and values in the lift 
of mankind and in human existence through the life which they 
present to the people, the people’s hearts are captivated and examples 
are given lo Ihe hie lies* extent of praise which man can attain. Then 
tongues constantly repeal ihe name of c Ali and Ins great merits arc 
praised. 

r Abbas Mahmud al-'Aqqad says: l \ , - you go down ihe generations 
of descendants of the family of Abu Tatib, the sons of Ali and Fatima 
the fair, for a hundred years, two hundred years and lour hundred 
years, then one of their men 'stands out before you and :i appears lo 
you that this long time has not separated the branch from the root in 
great qualities and practices. It is as if he came alter a few days not 
after hundreds and hundreds of years. You cannot wait to cry out: 
These are c Ali : s qualifies. I here is no doubt about that, Tor you hear 
this man from among them lathing and replying to those who talk to 
him. You see him working and being competent in hi a work- T he re is 
mi mistake in his conversation, nor in his. work. There is no mistaking 
that eloquence and clarify* nor that intelligence and that statement 
which brings silence* nor those charge leri si ics by which the fame of 
Ali and his family has been spread far and wide. You can unhe diem 
all in two words which point most fail I [fully tn them, ihe perfection of 
chivalry. 

"El is a pure character, an eloquent tongue, a steadfastness which 
completely embraces man and morals, a pride which does not pay 
attention to benefits which may escape it when it has set out along ihe 
path of manhood and the path of its ancestors.,*’ 411 

This personality - Lite personality of Imam Ali - which has defied 
time and defied every actual measure, some of whose effect was 
capable of changing Ihe reality and situation of nations and the reality 
of Ihe course of history. ..this personality filled, and still dues, the eyes 
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and heartt of men with love an d admiration. li was tin ideal model for 
men of intelligence and discernment concerned with perfect humanity 
in [lie world of men. This personality could not be fettered because il 
stood firm and resolute like a mountain before the hurricanes anil 
storms, the thunder and lightning, which were weaved around it by 
every shape and kind of propaganda including promises and threats, 
bribery and violence, Jt has become the cause of life and the centre of 
hope despite all the wars which have been waged over it. To such an 
extern Is this the case that books have been written about it. studies 
made of it and quotations and proverbs made from it. It ts n lamp 
which guides (host: lost amid I tie oppressions of tile world. 
Researchers aim at its reality, become involved in I he traces and 
become immersed in it. They come from East and West, Arab and 
non-Arab* Muslim and non-Muslim. Not a day goes by without a new- 
book appearing from scholars, men of letters, philosophers and 
historians, which convey a new idea about I Ilfs wonderful, extra 
ordinary personality which has coined ihe most wonderful phrases for 
! her loftiest of thought in Lhc greatest of spirits from the world of man. 
'lime cannot disturb or change anything ofits essence. 

This hook, whose preface J am writing at the insistent request of its 
author, and of she one who generously financed its publication and of 
its publisher, is one of those books which authors bring before us from 
time to lime which illuminates a new aspect and a new idea about the 
unique personality of Imam Ali. 

When I say that he requested me to wriLc the preface with great 
insistence in the face of my refusal and dear apology, I do not say that 
out of conceit and pride. I only say it because of my knowledge of my 
own inadequacy - and I say this with certainty - to undertake to write 
a word that would be appropriate as introduction to .a book which is 
devoted to the personality of this unique Imam who will live as long as 
time goes on. Although I was compelled to accede to their wish, I am 
still sure that I am unworthy of such a task as this. 

The idea of this book arose first in tilt mrnd of the eminent 
merchant, al-Sayyid Has him Situ bar. when he realised that there were 
writers who can write down ideas about Imam r Ali gnd compile new 
books on new aspects of the life of the Commander of the faithful. He 
contributed the means and the expenses, which he divided between 
them and 3he costs of priming their books. Among tliese books was a 
substantial collection written by the well -known preacher al-Usladh 
Jawad Shubar. ore of lhc first class preachers al commemorative 
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services far a I Husayn, 

The merchant, Hl-Sayyid Hashim Shubar. is from a deeply learned 
family. More than one of this family have been in a position of lag It 
religious responsibility, In earlier times men like al-Hujja "Abd Allah 
Shu:bar and in more recent times great scholars like al-$ayyid c Ali 
Slmbar tn Kuwait and al-Sayyid 'Abbas Shu bar, who combined the 
spiritual and literary leadership in Basra. 

Al Sayyid F iashirri Shu.bar is a descendant of Hashim and of'All. 
This pedigree binds him to : Ali. to devotion to his life and to faith in 
his principles. He gave the preacher Jawad Shubar the sum of one 
thousand dinars as a reward for writing the book we have just 
mentioned. He also made known his readiness, to pay all the expenses 
necessary for the book to be printed and published in a suitable 
manner. 

The preacher, Jawad Shubar, is himself a branch of the Shubar 
family tree ; the family whose great qualities. I have already alluded to 
and some of whose members are well-known ibr preferring the good 
of their soul to anything else in many situations. Therefore il was no 
surprise that lie should refuse to accept the gifl for himself as a result 
of that preference. He went on to indicate tn al Sayyid Hashim that he 
should set up with til a I sum of money which he had specified, a eom- 
peLilior to write about the personality of Imam ,: AJi on the proviso that 
the preacher Jawad Shubar would exclude himself from entering the 
competition. 

This idea was welcomed by al Sayyid Hashim Shubar and a com¬ 
mittee of scholars was formed to examine the works of the contestants 
In the competition. This book won first prt7;e.. 

The author of this book is al-Ustadh Sulaymao Kattani from 
biskinin in Lebanon. He is one of the Christian men of letters Lhere. 
There is no doubt dial he is fashioned from that substance which the 
nature of men Causes to derive benefit from its entire existence. Such a 
nature delights in accounts of glorious deeds, in stories of heroism, in 
the power of the spirit and devotion to truth. Such a substance, which 
is formed from this nature, will not settle. U is constantly searching for 
and continuously enquiring flboul such qualities among leaders, rulers, 
philosophers and men of letters, When it comes upon the object of its 
desire, either wholly or partly, it holds on to it with all the absorption 
and fascination which exists in it, Then it is influenced by it spiritually 
and ee becomes one of the instruments for spreading it intellectually to 
the extent that its impact, its understanding and beliefs in it, permits it. 
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There are; many Testure;; which support my view of (In Substance 
and nature of the author of this book and his love for the form iu 
which good men of gond spirits art attracted, When you udd In this 
his literary ability, which has: evoked a love of liter a tun: in him and 
has led him to go deeply into books in search of that desire, il is easy 
tor us to understand the secret of Sulayman Kattani’s love ol Imam 
r AEi. his study of his history and the influence of I mum ‘All's lib on 
him both in his reading and in his writing. It is also easy Ibr us to 
discern this Spirit and Ibis literary ability from these shining pages 
which i he skill of [he writer has stylistically sel down, 1 urn saying no 
more than the truth when I say that ii is unique. The author habi been 
Concerned to record his impressions and to convey his ideas. What he 
has set out ul the life of Imam c Ali is taken from what those who love 
him have said, from what those who hate him have said, from what 
those who have neither haLrcd or love towards him have said, from 
whfll ihe Imam himself has said and whalhc left for (he people tn say 
about him and what they really wanted to say when they weni back to 
their con sciences and took wisdom from them. 

With this spirit, wirh this nature and with the impetus of a living 
conscience, Sulayman Kattani lias written this book of his. In it he has 
given a picture of the thoughts of a man of letters whom Imam £ Ali 
has attracted by those aspects which Hie reader will come across and 
at which the reader will pause for a long time in great amazement 

Jdfar ut-Khafilf Baghdad 
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Opening Remarks 

Few are the men who are patterned like : A|7 b- AbE Tilth . , . Life 
itself rises with them, as they appear sea tiered along the crossroads of' 
generations, tike tamps, tt absorbs the last sparks from them in order 
to use them as guidance along the ways for the benefit of those who 
journey. Despite their fewness, they arc like pillars through which can 
be seen the courtyards of temples; holding on their shoulders I he 
heavy weights of the foundation stones, sn that ihe domes of the 
minaret will hash above their lofty lidghis. 

They arc in all that like solid mountains which receive ihe tur 
buluncc of storms and the thunder clouds so ih«l they can transform 
them through the purifying filter Along their slopes into fine awed 
gushing streams of goodness. 

These, at every moment of time in the world of man. are die pivots 
and the pioneers, They Arc ihc final end of search and exploration. 
They Are the ultimate destination of every line of thought which 
penetrates into existence. They arc signs towards existence at every 
crossroad, which prevent the paths to il irom going astray. In every 
wilderness they are laws which prevent chose who go astray in it from 
excess. 

In Ihc blackness of night, they arc the direction of dawn. And at the 
sombre grave, they are a source for consolation. 

Among these few, I he face of 'All b. A hi Talib emerges in the halo 
of a prophethood and in the shadow of a mission, which both flow 
over him in harmony arid perfection as he encompasses (hem in colour 
and frame. 

The opportunity for creation of a man in whom iliere is a noble 
abundance of gifts and qualities, always presents itself when the 
darkest night prolongs its darkness in any one of the epochs of man in 
which there has been ignorance, oppresion and injustice which destroy 
and humiliate „ „ r a man no one can encompass without him being 
Hirust torward amongst the ranks of geniuses. 

To 'Alt ibn Abl Talib L dedicate (his Study of mine, which was 
written answering (he inner urges and seeking a way to his blessings. 
Eliere is something fin wha( I have written) which heals my soul of 
Some of its burning thirst. 
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Personal Thoughts 

Is ii correct, mv lord, that instead of making frequent visits to you, 
men disagreed abuUI you? 

Some nf them have Inst you and have not found you. 

Some nf them have Inst you and. then have found you. 

Snnie of them have found you and then have lost y Du¬ 
ll is indeed incredible! 

Fourteen centuries, with their hours, days and veers have dissolved 
like the grain of salt dissolves in The palm of the ocean. Yet not a IcLLer 
i>f your great name has dissolved. So how is it possible for these 
people to lose you and not find you. or to find you and then to In sc 
you? 0 what an irony of fate! How do you consider the terms in 
which, even the people who have found you, portray you t 

The words which have come from your tips have constantly refused 
for fourteen centuries to be limited to time or place because they carry 
from you the light of true values of thought and the struggles for the 
reality of life. I hey cannot be confined to any one framework. 

Words, which come from your lips, refuse to settle in any one 
domain. How, then did you fed when they limited you within a com¬ 
mittee which deprived you of leadership and the pledge of allegiance 
which would link you with the Caliphate? How were they able to cram 
you between a beginning and an end? So your swaddling, clothes were 
the sbirL uf'Uthnnan and your shroud came to you at the hand of l Ahd 
al Rahman b, ‘Udnmam h, Muljam, 

How did they find such a standard measurement with which they 
could begin to divert attention away from you and according to which 
fhey could begin to measure you. You were of medium height, not Lall 
nor short, broad shouldered, tending inward solidness but not lat. 
Your eves were black, your neck like a silver ewer. You had two 
sinewed arms, riot only for ihe sword but also tor rooting out bulled 
iron doors, 

How then could they embroil you in problems and incident* which 
became your scene nE conflict like the wrestling ring becomes the 
scene of conflict for two wrestlers? 

Thus they begin at the Hattie of the Camel “'Askar", with the dis¬ 
abling of an army and the killing of Talha and al-Zubayr and they end 
at SifFin when the drama changes 10 comedy which ends in iragedy. 
Thus have borders been If aimed around you and your existence been 
surrounded by a wall. You, indeed, are handsome, not because of the 
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blackness of your eyes but because of the fire in your perception, not 
because of the brightness of your face but bee si use of the purity in 
your heart, not because of the slenderness of your body but because ol 
the greatness of your character. 

Vou indeed, are the hcrof Sword and shield become solid in your 
hands, not because of the sinews of your arms or the broadness of 
your shoulders but because of a superabundance which favours your 
heart and your tongue and then abounds in your two paths of 
behaviour and eloquence. 

You indeed arc the one who set the first path. You wove a shirt for 
the world bul ii was not woven on the loom on which the shlri of 
c tjthrnin was woven. You Fashioned a sword for religion but ii was 
not fashioned from I lie metal of the sword oF '"Abd al-Rahman b. 
Muljam, Ehe lover of Qutam, 

You indeed arc rite one who initiated the public treasury for Islam 
and then sighed with its burden. You look down on the world beyond 
iis boundaries and heyond its range. You carry in your hand the pages 
of the Message- You show them to men but not in the way in which 
they were shown at Siffin . , . You are a light whose flame burns 
beyond the hump of Ihe Camel and the flowing of the Euphrates, sn 
that it crosses from Mecca to Medina. Not only does it cross to the 
deserts of Northern Araba and the deserts of the Empty Quarter but 
it goes beyond that to the sun where ii firsl appears and where it 
finally descends at its setting. 

If those who have lost you. and even lhn.se who have found you, if 
they had realised that yon are the towering figure, even though short 
in stature... if they had realised that your face was the colour of sun. 
even though made from clay, they would not have tried to describe 
you in mundane terms and they would not lie able to realise, up io chis 
very day, chat they could thus lose you. 

An Introduction to 'AH h. A hi Talib 

l wanted to preface my introduction to c ALi b. Abi 'Talib with those 
personal thoughts. I Feet that entering in his presence is no less sacred 
than approaching the prayer niche in a mospue. I am aware of the 
difficulty involved in every attempt to make the written word capable 
of portraying sueh a noble face because, while ii is easy to portray 
something in its outward forms, it is difficult to gel beyond the 
outward appearance Lo the true nature. 

The reality of c Ali b. Abi talib ties in his true nature rather Llian in 
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liis outward appearance. The difficulty winch words have to portray 
him is no less tJiau thrir inability to get to describe his true nature. 

He did n<?t come to this world like ordinary people, in their mul¬ 
titudes. come 10 it. For people come to this world to fulfil the ordinary 
goab of lire and iravcl Irom i| according to destiny and vanish alter 
their allotted span amici waves of forgetfulness, 

As for him. he came to this world as if he was bringing EL When El 
came to him, he remained as if he had overcome it, 

II the written word was only satisfied to portray him in terms of the 
period between cradle and grave, ii would be just a tool which deals 
with the outward appearances of things apart from their inner reality. 

i he difference between outward appearance and inner reality is 
vast, I lie "AJi, who was born in Mecca, lived six decades and died in 
Kufa, is not the "AH whose swaddling clothes were the Arabian 
Peninsula and who has continued to live for fourteen centuries without 
knowing the touch of the shroud, I he "Ali who was content to live his 
dasly lire in oid rags is not (lie ''AH who was not content with the 
leftovers of life. 

Whenever the written word is content to portray him in this 
outward form. "Ali b, Abi Tnlib appears drier than a sand dune 
scorched by she midday sun. Mecca is the place of his birth and J Icly 
Najaf is the resting place of his body. And he who was always 
dressed in old clothes. Yef amid the sand dunes scorched by the 
midday sun is an oasis which thirsty souls long for -. . between Mecca 
and Najaf [here are oases which give shelter to generations of men ... 
imid the wrappings of old clothes is a cloak which can only be worn 
in Heaven. 

Even though "Alps 1 ravels were limited for a short time between 
Ba^ra and Kufa or between Mecca and Medina, that never prevented 
him from being also that great runner whose fuuLstcps went further 
than the halting places for caravans. 

However much writers may describe him with pens which 
exaggerate or by which prejudices are made manifest, his heroism, 
although being more outstanding in their writing Elian the heroism of 
legendary characters, remains far weaker than its reality. Fur, ir js of 
the kind which the words of writers arc unable to describe because 
writing which deals with outward appearances without penetrating to 
tbcir inner reality, remains writing which longs for true meaning like a 
person at the mouth ol the well longs for its inner stunts of water . 

So every statement about "Ali b, AM Tftlib which confines h>m to 
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place or time, will remain on I y an account which lias some value as a 
report and iC will exist as limited words which do not penetrate into Lhe 
inner meanings. 

How many are lhe pens which have dealt, with him in this kind t>f 
weak report ingt They confined him within words. They have only 
been able to write about him in die context of Mecca and Medina, as if 
hit vast range could not go beyond the area in which were badr. 
Uhud, Kltaybar and biffin . , . as if his strength could only be con¬ 
sidered as being of the kind which the genic of the lamp can perform. 

Such narrators become lost when they mix up strength with 
heroism and substitute one for the other in their description. 

The reality is that, his heroism was of a unique kind, 11 could not 
only too! out (he gate of the fortress of Khaybar but also the fort¬ 
resses of ignorance in (heir entirety when their dark nights emaciate 
the minds of man. 

All this I ean summarise by saying that it is nonsense for us l.o 
connect (he genius of a man like ‘ALi b. Abi Talib with the intricate 
mesh of events which miserable circumstance scattered around him as 
(he winds scatter (he clouds in the sky. 

He did uot will the events which passed over him but at the same 
time they did not change, in any way, the essence of that metal in 
which his outstanding personality was enclosed, just as the clouds 
themselves which cover ihe sky cannot, in any circumstance, pul trnl 
the light of Lbe sun. 

Titus, these- events are merely accidents. However intense they may 
be, however much the prejudiced intensify (hem. yef the essence of'■’Ah 
b. Abi Taj lb will remain beyond them just as the sun remains beyond 
the-clouds. 

Therefore, l will endeavour as much as possible to escape from all 
writing which deals with the dry account of events insofar as inner 
meanings cannot he explained by comments and footnotes. 

E will never enter the sacred niche of this noble master except with a 
reverend bow, the silence of meditation and the respectful attention of 
One who seeks guidance. 

I will contrive to make my account of him in a form of songs nf 
praise as far as my pen is able to do seq for songs of praise arc bruez-cs 
whose words arc only sweet when they mention saints. 

I ask pardon from c Ali b. Abi Talib if l do not do well, for he is the 
best of those who excel and the most generous of those who grant 
pardon. 
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BASIC OUTLINES 


The Historical Situation 

h is necessary, when the discussion is about a pivotal figure like 
Imam r: Ali. to give an historical sketch about the land in which he was 
born, the environment in which he lived, the climate of the life which 
influenced his existence and Lhc aims and the ideals which he lived and 
faugh t for. 

All of that, is intrinsically linked with life of every individual The 
fact that 'Ali t>. Abi Talib was a native of the Arabian Peninsula 
fourteen hundred years ago, necessitates a brief account of the land to 
which L Ali belonged. 


The Arabian Peninsula 

The Arabian Peninsula is vast desert area which stretches between 
Lhc Syrian desert in the North and the Indian Ocean in the South and 
between the Arabian Gulf in the East and the Red Sen in the West. 
Deserts cover most of Lhc area like the Nufud desert, the Empty 
Quarter, the desert of Herat. These stretell all along it from North to 
South ► 

The area along rhE western coast consistfi of the Hijaz in the North 
nnd Yemen in tile South. The Hfjai constantly used to suffer from 
scarcity of provisions because of the little rain which fell on cl. 
Among rhE cities of Hija? were Mecca and Yathrih (later known as 
Medina). Near the latter was the Mountain of Uhud and the Jewish 
settlement of K hay bar where there was a famous fortress. 

• he products of the Hijaz consisted of cattle which lived on 
pastures which were more like sand dunes or bcttchcs than fertile 
plains. There, were also dates arid some small plantations. Trading ill 
spiecs took place which brought the area rn closer contact with the 
neighbouring countries in the North and the East. 

Its inhabitants were mainly nomadic. It has long been considered 
ihni from the dawn of history they were a source of the human 
emigration which (lowed into the surrounding area in the North and 
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the North-West, From them came, consecutively, tire different civilisa¬ 
tions of Babylon, Phoenicia and the Hebrews. 

Life for its inhabitants was primitive in accord with its meagre 
economy, insofar as such a primitive life was reflected in the style of 
living and. all their Intellectual activities, I Shis reflection may be ins¬ 
pired by the idea which maintains that fhc economic situation is the 
basis for intellectual lift and die basj.5 of every higher development In 
the book there are several occasions when data is given which in one 
way ur another is in agreement with this idea. We. when we believe in 
the connection between the economic situation and die other aspects 
of intellectual and social life, do not accept that idea. Nor do we con¬ 
sider the economic situation as Lhe principal means of definition for 
every society and the basis for every Intellectual and social structure. 
This is so because of the evidence that the cultural and intellectual 
revolution may be?in with a people who are backward economically 
and make out of them pioneering leaders for peoples who are 
economically richer and more powerful as the history oFIslam proves, 
(Note inserted by lhe Cwnmillee)\ 

In this area no change appears, during the passing of Lime, id :he 
way of life. Nor is there any development in the intellectual style 
except in relation Lo the contacts available to them through those 
emigrations which they had undertaken where those had been 
possible. From these they began to acquire all of what they Came upon 
and what they Could establish. 

Such a nomadic life, such a weak economy, such exposure to 
burning sun in this vast area could not provide the conditions of life 
which develop among richer, more populous societies They Lived as 
separate tribes, raiding one another in order to provide what they 
needed to Sustain life. This act was known as “‘al-Ghaxwa^ in (lie lime 
known as “al Jahiliyyah” i,e. the time of ignorance. 

Out of this sprung a scattered dislocated Society, to which there was 
no loyalty such as is understood by more deep rooted societies. This 
phenomenon always appears in societies with a weak economy. 

Their tribes which gave unity lo their numerous units were the out¬ 
standing phenomenon of I heir social lives. The loyally demanded by 
lhe tribes alone linked rbem to the^e tribes so that out of chat sprung a 
continuous, dedication to rivalry and conflict which, in successive 
generations, reduced the value of the great society in the land which is 
Slill referred to as the Arabian Peninsula. 

Alongside tbaL r there existed a sharp intelligence, Yel it was 
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superficial in so far -ns it lacked the abilities which would enable reason 
tn understand what would train it and make it a real force. 
Paradoxically* a society emerged which was weak in intellectual 
aptitudes and rich in individualistic tendencies. 

The tribal divisions of Qahtan of I lie botnh and ’'Adnan of the 
North remained the ercat genealogical basis which gave protection to 
the tribal tendencies of the tribal groupings of Kaltlan, Hiniyar, RabFa 
and MudaT whicJi were branches of the two great divisions, 11 also 
gave protection to similar tendencies of the great Lribes which sprung 
from these groupings Such as Tayy, Ham dan, Madhhij and Qudira, or 
Asact, Wahl, Hakr. Taghlib and the nLher branches of the genealogical 
iree which is usually referred to as Rabi'te, Mudar and Yemen. 

Their religious practices were confined to the worship of gods like 
Manat. al-Ttia* al-Lut and Hubaf,,, idols which had been gal bored 
in Mecca behind the veils of the K.a : ba. They were not inclined to 
invest them with much importance because of Lbdr intellectual 
inability to grasp philosophy which does not ilnd a fertile ground in 
economically backward countries. 

However. Lbe circumstances which prevailed in die Arabian 
Peninsula, did not prevent it from having some towns in which some 
commercial activities flourished insofar as their economies and char 
fictera were more advanced than thereat of the areas of the land. 

Among the towns which liad lhis important commercial aspect was 
Mecca, the cradle of the Apostle of God and the cradle of L A]i h. Abi 
Talib, 

The Birth of the Prophet 

f he birth of Mid) am mad was a beginning and an end, the begin 
fling of a new era, the end of an old era. 

The fact was that ir had been ordained that the Arabian Peninsula, 
which liad been long absent from the field In which the existence of 
man as man had been established, was to receive in this held the 
wonderful birth of a great man, This man would lay down, in the field 
of thought a programme which would compensate for the long stag 
nation in which that, peninsula had been submerged in darkness for 
general ions, 

Out of the self same land, the great Apostle brought his great 
Message to be, even beyond the Arabian Fenirisula, a religion and a 
constitution, which would link it. to the ideals of thinking man. which 
would create for it a civilisation comparable with the civilisation 
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around if to ihe F,asi and Lo ihe West... and which would then raise 
its society from nomadic tribal decadence to the level of sophisticated 
unity insofar as it was to be established on the basis of a productive 
and well- developed economy. 

Under i lie care of tine noble Prophet, c Ah b. Abi Talib thrived. No 
sooner had he opened hts eyes to the Message which was thrust before 
him than the hungry lad had greedily swallowed it up, equally 
understanding all its ideas and aims both shorE-term and long-term. 
He became part of it and it became part of him. as he was of what it 
was linked to. He considered it the substance of redemption lor a 
people whom it would free from their miserable economy, whom it 
came upon in the abyss of primitive, out-dated traditions and whom it 
would separate from the deprivations of negative reason mg and 
values. 

There can be no doubt that coincidences are many . , . for it 
happened that the son of Abu Talib lived at a time which was the most 
dazziingEy auspicious which the atmosphere of the Arabian Peninsula 
had ever come upon. 

The Prophet, that winged intellect, brought up a second man, who 
was l Ali b. Abi Talib. another pivotal centre for the human intellect. 
For the Arabian Peninsula, this was good fortune with multiplied 
results because the two men lived at one time. The second only came 
to complement the first, '['he second was the haLo of the first and the 
first was the structure of the second. 

[n reality, it CSnslol be denied that ; A)i b. Abi Talib. that shining 
created intellect, through constantly being associated with his cousin, 
the Apostle, was his first helper and his most excellent advisor in all 
his affairs concerned with protecting the new Message and preparing 
for the means of its success- At the same tirne, the valiant smuggler, 
that intrepid hero, acted in defence of lu ]t was defence by a believer 
who was firmly rooted in knowledge of its correctness and the truth of 
acting on its behalf 

At first that was on behalf of the Arabian Peninsula .. . then it was 
on behalf of the Message itself, insofar as it would become - without 
doubt — the Message of the Arabian Penmsula for man wherever man 
could be found. 

He was HOI one to proclaim the truth of what he was saying without 
being the first in whom the value of what he was saying was rellected. 

The values of every word of I lie Message, which r Ali b. Abi Talib 
proclaimed, after having shared in carrying is nut, in producing it and 
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in pn.Hecling. it, he used to hear in such a way ihat those values were 
truly reflected in him. were closely connected to hind in all 3iis words 
and [itLioiSb- and all plans, both immediate and distant, He begun to 
deliver il as a constant pattern for Iris own life so dim through ii be 
should he a living example for others, 

tn order to make ready a perfect society, he relied on the human 
personality Heine, attached to virtues as a firm basis tu which was 
guaranteed a sound duelled to understand, a sound programme Lo 
follow and n sound acknowledgement to declare. 

I lie building of the personality of man through reason, ideals and 
personal qualities was the most (jutstnndsng undertaking of "AN b. Abi 
Taliban the development of the Arabian Peninsula. 

He began with himself. There is (he value o! the great, When I say 
" he began”. I do not mean fe 'he tried”. Indeed the first rules which he 
embraced were bn sic to him. Bui now 1 have diverted lo his imcllcel 
before putting them fn a general perspective, 

Fhc Arabian Peninsula, which suffered from n surfeit iri the 
va.stne.ss of its barren lands, used to suffer fro in a dearth of <i hi i mail 
personality which could control ihesc areas. II used to suffer front a 
dearth of human societies which such understanding persona lilies 
could have strengthened. 

To Lhis needed personality the Message brought .ill the required 
garment'; of k nowledge, "AIi b, Abi Talib look all his own clothes from 
them, He brought them forward as apparel and attire so dial he could 
offer them to hit; own people, before them he appeared in the guise of 
one who offers. He wore these garments of knowledge through his 
understanding of the world and hts understanding of the Hereafter. 

I lis abstinence from the former was a pni h to [lie taper. 

He wore these garments of knowledge by virtue of his brilliant 
created intellect He was power, will, courage, heroism and an ideal to 
be copied. 

He ollercd these garments and was aware of the importance of 
offering them, but not heedless of all the obstacles which the ancient 
mental attitude of the Arabian Peninsula would bring againsl him. of 
all the prejudices of Qahlan and : Ad nan which went back to their very 
origins. 

He n ever fell that despair should be his lot because lie saw' things in 
a much larger perspective. What he was oliering them would go 
beyond the temporal limits of his life. For Lhis reason, he offered il 
without any attempt at cajoling. 
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[n order to build litis personality, : AJi b, Abi Talib dedicated his life, 
firm in the belief that reason is everything in Die existence of man. 

C Ali b. Abi Talib from an Historical Viewpoint 

u Ali b- Abi Talib b- : Abd pi Muttalib is the cousin of the Apostle, 
Muhammad b. 'Ahd Allah b. : Abd al-Mut talib a I-I 1 4 Shi mi. 

The Arabian Peninsula was struck by a drought which ruined the 
great family. Muhammad set about relieving the burden of Ins elderly 
uncle. So he took All into his own family. 

Ali grew up and thrived under the protection oT his cousin. 
Muhammad. 

AI tbit time Muhammad was receiving revelation from the mouth 
of Gabriel in the cave of Him. Ali was ihc firsl to witness the birth of 
the new Message. AI an eprlj age, between nine and ten. he became 
convinced of the truth of the new religion, 

He was early to mature, strong in build, sharp in ini el licence, 
penetrating in discernment, brave and conversant with knowledge to 
high degree. He has left a great reminder of this in Die bonk \'ohj ai 
Btilaghct. The Message pul forward to public opinion the good news of 
the unity of God. 

The leaders of Qunsyih opposed d and considered it a repudiation 
of their own gods and a threat to the mandate of their leadership, 
From this came the beginning of Ihc si niggle which was gradually to 
increase from violence to greater violence and then to war and 
slaughter. 

[n alt these stages 'Ali was at the right hand of his cousin and his 
bravest and mosl useful supporter. 

The emigration or hijra from Mecca lo Medina wan Die first 
opportunity for the Message to escape from oppression It gave 
Muhammad a means of escape from the clatches of the leaders of 
Quraysh who were determined to kill him on one of the coming nights, 

Therefore. 'Ali b. Abi Talib. in order to provide cover for the with 
drawal of his cousin, slept in his bed so that (he men stationed to kill 
the Prophet would think that the Prophet was selSI within cliear grasp 
Thus be provided sufficient nme for him to escape and gel away under 
ihc cover of darkness, so that L Ali has been regarded as one of the firsl 
examples of self-sacrifice. 

After the return of the emigrants from Abyssinia where lliev had 
been taken cure of. the struggle began lo take its violent form. The 
Railk of Elndr was a first realism ion of Ihis and the Baltic ol Uhud 


47 


Imam r -'A It 


followed it. In the latter, victory was almost turned into defeat and iIk 
P rophet was wounded in it so that it was thought that he had been 
killed. The believers broke up. However, ' All, by Iris heroism, achieved 
llte Ititaf victory and with it the famous call of Gabriel was heard.; 

I jitre is no sword except Obi.i al-liqar. l here is no young man 
except c A]i." 

Other bailies followed these two battles, tilt most famous of them is 
the Battle of the Trench, which is also called the Rattle of the Allies 
because in it all the groups and parlies with Lheir different tendencies 
and tribes united to attack the Message which was advancing among 
the people. It resulted in violent force and a great victory for Islam. 

The battle of K hay bar Look place at K hay bar, a Jewish fortress 
town famous for its solid gate, which Ali pulled down with the 
strength ol' his arm. The conquest of this town was the beginning of 
ihe eunquesl of the important towns in Arabia which started now to 
la!L one after the other, before the advancing might , . , until the con¬ 
quest ol Islam, in the name of the Message, prevailed in all the 
quarters of the Arabian Peninsula. 

In all these bailies, merit went first to the Rmigrants because they 
were the first to answer the call of the Prophet in his emigration. Then 
h wem to the Ansar who received a return for their support. 

The most famous of the first I m[grants is All b. Abi Tnlib. Marty of 
ihen; made a greal contribution to facilitating lhe conquest and brmg 
mg about victory. However. C AJ| h. Abi Talib was absolutely the one 
whu war. most loved in ihe heart of the Prophet, lie was his adopted 
son. hie corn pan ion, his advisor his constant lieutenant, liis brother 

Mie husband of his daughter, the dearest of people to him. Jmlima 
Lhc fair. Through Fatima he was the father of al Hasan and al Hupayn 
amt the descendants of the Prophet were to be limited to her progeny. 

A Si rs i be first of the believers, the strongest defender, the bravest 
warrior, the most resolute attacker and the most penetrating 
investigator of the truth. 

The Prophet has referred to that with such statements as: 

O God, be a friend to whoever befriends fAli and an enemy to 
whoever is his enemy.’ 1 ’ 

l<E Ah is from me and I am from 'Ali.' 1 

hoevcr has loved L AJi has loved me. Whoever has loved me has 
loved God. 1 " 
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“Ali is with the Qur'an and l.he Qur'an is with r Ali." 

“The rights due to ^Ali from the Muslims arc the rights due to a 
father from his sons.” 

’'You are my brother in this world and the next." 

"These two grandsons of mine (a! Hasati and al-Husayn) are 
Imams, m times of ease and distress,” 

“Every son of a father traces their paternal relations through their 
father, except the two sons of Fatima. It is I who am their paternal 
grandfather.” 

The Prophet died and those who gathered in the hall of the Bam] 
Saida differed about whether the Caliph should be from the 
Emigrants or the Ansar, The balance weighed in favour of the 
Emigrants and they recognised the right of the eldest. So Abu Bakr al- 
Siddiq was appomled- 

'AJi was absent from this meeting which was called the meeting of 
the hall of Banti Sa'ida. 11is absence was due to his preoccupation 
with burying the Prophet. He considered his rights to have been 
encroached upon because, according to the declarations of the 
Apostle, he had the most right to the caliphate. 

'[ hen after Abu 0ak.r, the caliphate was transferred over his head to 
‘Umar h, al-Khattab by the same argument. 

When TJmar b- al-Khattab died, eyes were turned to a consultative 
Committee of six: c ALi b, Abi Talib, c Uthman b, c AfFan, Sa^'d 
b. A hi Waqqas. Talha b, L Abd Allah. al-Zubayr b. al- c Awwam 
and l 'Abd al Rahman b- c Awf. 

'[ lie final decision of appointing a Caliph was given Lo that last man. 
His choice was fixed between whichever of two men would accept the 
condition which he imposed* namely that whichever of them would 
agree not to appoint any of his supporters or members of his family to 
help in government would be the one who would be given control of 
the government. 

By the virtue of the fact that L Ali would not accept the condition, the 
cal ip hale naturally went to r Uthman h. c AITan. 

f'Ahd al-Rahman b. c Awf had first said to L Alh i will pledge 
allegiance Lo you as Caiiph on the condition of you accepting the 
H-ook of God. the smna Of the Aposlie of God and the practice of the 
two Shaykhs (Abu Bakr and ' Umar). 

“Rattier.” replied r A!i ; peace be on him, “I wilt accept the condition 
&f the Book of God. the juffttu of the Apostle of God and the use of 
reason." 


4& 


/Fffflrtj 'Ait 


Abd aJ-RaluTian b. f Awf went from him lo ‘'Uthma.rt and offered 
him ii on the same contains. He replied: ,l Yei." So 'Abd al-Rahman 
returned to ( A!i And rtpeaLed his words he did that three times. 
However, when he saw that '"Ah would not withdraw from what he 
had said and dial c ULhman hud jy?iveil him a favourable reply, he look 
the hand of c Uthman and said: J To ace lie on you, Con inlander of die 
faithful." {Note Parted by rhe C am mil tee) I 

3 he reign of ‘"Uthman was a period of struggle between die 
Utmtyyad relatives of"'LUhman and die family of l-lashim. Because of 
lhai the new Caliph could noi find any way before him Except to break 
the condition laid down hy c Abd al-Rahmart b. 'Awf and to choose all 
his supporters from Ids Umayyad relatives. 

[In fact history does not regard this as a struggle on the part til" the 
family of Hush mi after the pledge of allegiance to '"Utlaman, RaLher il 
secs it us a struggle between the L'mayyads and the general masses qf 
the Muslims, because Uthmnn put the finances of the Muslims in the 
ha ns!& ol Murwan h. a I I fall am and he showed preference to the 
l.h navy ads. These were among the things which lei! to the revolution 
ul the Muslims mu! finished up with ilie death of the Caliph. (Nole 
inserted hy the Comrttii/ee)] 

At this lime, Mu L awiya b. Abi Sufyaii was the governor of Syria. 
The conquest had brought about the expansion of the land of Islam 
and alia ling economic prosperity to the Arabs. The fact that they were 
carried away by it was one of the causes for the dedication to division 
which had developed. The government of'Uthman b, c Affan had gone 
outside iiie icxls of the Message and turned into an aristocracy which 
had created a new class. I he fire of envy became cnfilmed among the 
tribes who had. hefore, been united in support of Islam. A revolution 
was burn which led to the death of the Caliph, 

Mifawiya, the governor of Syria, who had aspirations to achieve 
the caliphate for himself, opposed the new pledge of allegiance lo ‘Ali 
as Caliph. This had been given fo "All by the men of the Arabian 
Peninsula, who had rebelled against 'Uthman. together with alt the 
( owns m rhe conquered territories, with the exception of Syria. 

Bashir b. si Nu' man wrapped up the shirt of' Lrihrnaji and fled with 
I? to Syria. Mu^awiya kept the j r 1 and began It) brandish it as a 
pretext lor seeking vengeance. 

1 bus begun the struggle on two fronts. "Ali was on i he one side and 
with him rhe family of Hashim and the Ansar. MiTawiya was on the 
oiber side and with him theme who were ambitious for the caliphate ., . 
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Out of this arose the affair of'taJha said al Zubayr. 

c A'ish(i, the mother of (he faithful, was a firm supporter of her 
brother-in-law gaining power, out of love for him and hatred of " : Ali 
because there was a long-standing antipathy between them. Mifawiya 
was favourably disposed to such an attempt. The Batik of the Camel 
look place under the leadership of c A1sha. However, the battle ended 
in defeat. In it Talha and aJ-Zubayr were killed and l A’ishu was taken 
prisoner but she was treated with tenderness and respect. 

The struggle was Left lo intensify between the two main proponents 
fAJi and Mifawiya). the Battle of Siffin was almost the deciding 
factor in favour of 'Ali, if it had not been for the deceit in raising 
copies of Uie Qur'an and in the arbitration of c Amr h. a I f As and Ahil 
Musa, which led to a decision to remove "Ali and not Mu^'wiya . . - 
contrary to their agreement to remove them both and return the 
matter to the decision of a committee. 

The war continued aftei the ouibreak of a new front, the Kharijitcs, 
who revolted against 'Alt for agreeing to the arbitration- He destroyed 
them at the Hattie of Nahraxvan. 

^Ali was unable to accomplish anything against MiTawEyg. This 
tinally led lo the agreement for a temporary truce in which Syria was 
left detached and ''Ali continued to deal with affairs of govern meni in 
Kufn. 

The conquests had become moribund as a reaction to this violent 
struggle which : Ali b, Abi Talib bad not been able to bring rn an end. 
Then, one day as the Caliph 'Al: was going Lo the mos^LLe al Kufa, 
c Abd aL-Rahman b, Muljam suddenly struck him a blow with a 
poisoned sword which destroyed his life. 

The Personality of Man 

When a personality is formed, it is up to reason to give the general 
conception of the kind of structure which arises. It is that by which the 
paving of the foundation is completed so that the building may stand 
on it , , , whether it is tall and strong, adorned with colour and beauty 
or whether it is humble, faded and shrunken and will not last in any 
circumstance. For reason, and nothing else, is the inner meaning of 
its an. It is the essence without which it would be impossible for man lo 
live nn (he surface of the earth. It is as if it is the final quintessence in 
the furthest one of the chains of purifications which stretch throughout 
Lhc length of life. H is us if il is I he value whiuh begins in the bitterness 
of the dust and sand of matter in order to attain in the end the purity 
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of the spirit. Et is as if it is the fragrance which follows the chain from 
the dust of the soil to pass over the colours of flowers into she lightness 
of the mind. 

This reason, distilled from the substance of the body as wine is 
distil led from the grape, as scent is distilled from bunches of aromatic 
plants, is that which leads to thought just as wine leads to intoxication, 
just as scent leads to fragrance. 

Reason, then, is that craftsman which only exposes the area of its 
crafts within the areas of iLs skill and the glory of its creations are only 
effected when these come into contact with the fascination of its 
astonishing creation, As a result il is that source of reference which 
the personality of man will only find when it takes refuge in its shelter. 
Then reason will work to develop that personality with all the power it 
has been given to develop it Thus when the personality emerges from 
reason, yet still with reason's grasp, il is as if the personality is a Lrue 
expression of the power of the noble character of reason, i.e, it arises 
out of reason to the limits of the heights of con scions ness and of the 
depths of purity. 

That craftsman, which is reason, is similar in condition to the 
builder who is devoted to the building he is engaged in; for its sake he 
frequents the quarries which he knows; he has sculpture and the 
polished stone on it: he stores for it materials from wherever he can 
lay his hands on them and whatever engravings, ornaments and Equip¬ 
ment which he thinks appropriate for it. 

As soon as Jus work stands completed before Ins eyes, he sits in 
front of it pointing to it, - - Here is the labours of his own hands. As 
for the building, it ls truly a reflection of those labours. In the eyes of a 
critic the reality may be a miserable hui which will shake with the lies! 
wind, or an ordinary house which is familiar to poverty, or an Elegant 
palace adorned with colour and opulence, or a huge castle which 
mocks the roaring storms, or a dignified temple to which generations 
may submit themselves to pilgrimage over the course of time. 

Perhaps the architcelure of the building became muddled and parts 
□I it would interfere with each other. Then its colours would clash and 
struggle with each oilier, or its formn would clash with each other and 
be incongruous, or its waits would become feeble and twisted, or its 
halls would become bent and contracted,, nr its verandahs would 
dwindle and decrease ... All of that would take place where il had 
been pleasant and where it was preferred Dial il should he gli-lering 
and in harmony* or if should be in proper associaLlOfl and in accord, 
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or ii. .shouId he delicate a;rid round, or il should he square and spacious., 
or il should he rectangular and commodious. 

It may be that the whole of its architecture does not get muddled ., 
but the confusion only affects some of Its engravings and ihe muddle 
only affects some of its equipment . . . Then the distortion would still 
extend to il and lake away some of its value and detract from its 
splendour. 

Yet perhaps ii may be that he persists in giving effect to its archi 
lecture in die best possible way with that rate symmetry in which 
buildings and concepts are married together. Then, indeed, it would be 
well-proportioned and integrated: its paving stones would be overhung 
]>y its verandahs: its steps would glisten with its splendours; its hall 
would incorporate all its halls; Its balconies would radiate wiLh 
glorious light: ana its colours would arise out of its diversity. 

That is the ideal building by a great architect whose msights 
pervade Ins designs find whose wishes are absorbed in has efforts. 

According to this measurement, the personality of man is trans¬ 
ferred into Its proper sphere as a result of reason. As for the quarries 
which il Etequcnls for material in the course of its development, these 
arc the merits and qualities which it. gathers for itself handful by 
handful, sometimes* parsimoniously, sometimes easily and wmelimes 
abundantly. 

Thus there is a gradual development from n puOr personally with 
tic existence outside the bodily substance, a drill which falls when rl 
attempts to Crawl, into a bumble personality which humbly resorts to 
its temples witli the trepidation of rabbits scurrying to their holes as 
they nibble the grUSs with their teeth; they hide from the day in the 
night and (he light of thdr sun ts put out with the opening of the buried 
graves. And so. into a haughty personality which borrows its colours 
from It and glories in its ancestry, imagining that ti is easily dis¬ 
tinguishable when in fact u is dissolving into its own shadows. And 
so. into Hie martial personality with polished qualities and well- 
proportioned exterior, which lives today Idr tomorrow and whose 
memory sprouts from its tomb. And so. Into the personality with 
strong qualities, unblemished virtues and dignity which raises the 
earth to Lbe clouds, which endows time with eternity, which adds 
beauty to (he imagination, which covers tombs with eternity and 
which abnegates destruction through eternal existence so that it 
achieves the mao through the man. 

These are the .stages of the personality of men. Among them is Hie 
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piiLiry and insignificant man whom life only speaks of el< its very 
cdg.cs. Among litem is the poor miserable creature who is weighed 
down by lhe burden of his yoke and only welcomes his existence 
today out of fear of tomorrow. Among them is fhe rich deluded man 
who advances noisily to the shore expecting that the sea will surrender 
its secrets to him. Among them is the shining talented man who dallies 
whh the sun even though it is behind the clouds. Among them is ihu 
chosen man. through whom qualities are revealed and in whom nil 
true values are gathered together. 

The Personality uf ^Ali b, Abi Taltb 

It was in that excellent metal that the personality of Imam : Ah was 
clothed completing all the values of such a personality. It was a person¬ 
ality in which reason stood qul as Lhe absolute master. Indeed ii was 
rdneed to reason in the same way as rain is related lo the clouds; it 
sou gin reason and reason poured down upon it in complete harmony 
with it. Thus Lhe flag of reason was stretched above this personality 
and b made its leadership subject to reason. Each absorbed the other, 
force Ibr force, colour lor colour... until it was as if her strong si rue 
lure was like the steel which only gathered! all its elements togelher so 
lb at they should be a formidable base for a formidable leader. 

Sword in hand and flashing in attack, he had two edges — an attack¬ 
ing edge which Si l ikes against (he shield and an edge which marked 
bis ideas on paper - both of which were operating in one eternally 
pure way nf giving help which had two principal aspects: towards 
struggle and towards guidance. 

The dual nature of his acts of heroism was because lhe divine unity 
brought them together. Thus they coursed along in the field just like 
the currents course along the streams while still keeping in them. Yel it 
was streams ol gifts which were clothed in virtues and qualities like the 
leaves nf spring clothe the trees. These were closely [ucerrelated in 
their harmony and mutual relationship like the beams of the sun. 
which is alone the source and like the furnace in which the minerals 
are melted. 

Thus in this personality the sunn of gifts, the sum of qualities and 
the sum of virtues have been fused, value with value, weight wjt.li 
weight, ability with ability. One is interwoven with another just like 
colours are interwoven on the canvas oF'an arlist. These gifts arc like a 
flood; they dart along as if in a race and they support one another like 
partners. 
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Integrity and truth are two gentle qualities which have great power 
with him through the support of his shield and his sword. Asceticism 
and generosity were two gentle qualities which he gave shelter to. 
Whenever they might become separate to any extent, they were 
reunited in him. i bus asceticism from tli-e world was generosity re it 
and generosity auaiiml its perfection through asceticism, 

Piety and faith arc two inner feelings and two pure springs which 
were /.eftInusly cultivated by him and which poured from his tongue. 
Indeed rhey were both for him a sword raised in defence of the Ka^ba 
and iri his piety there was ft signpost to Islam. 

Right and justice arc two closely related qualities, two rare 
necklaces, two shining wings, which emanated from liis conscience, 
which were adorned by his illustration of them and which were 
established by his spear. Indeed she inheritance of the values ranging 
between right and justice is to be found in his Jftith. 

Love and sincerity were two firm bonds and two generous outflow¬ 
ing a which were interlocked by his heart and tongue- Indeed through 
these collections of virtues the world gains warmth so that it can con 
linuc to seek its way. 

Determination and resolution are two resultant outpourings from 
iwu mutual supporting qualities of steadfastness. strenglh and will. [I. 
is as if they are reflected from his eyes into his arms and burst forth in 
his policies. Indeed religion and lhe world, in his eyes, are two forma 
which seek the completion of the unity of existence from his two limits 
in every sphere. 

Such are the gifts and the qualities which the personality of r Ali h. 
A hi Talib hai drunk. Indeed in the existence of man they arc a pillar to 
which the value of man adheres. 


Lines to the Land of the Arabian Peninsula 

0 Arabian Peninsula* 

Do you sleep in hunger and arc you content with the poetry recited 
on your mounlain passes which caravans cross laden with perfumes? 

What do you care of deserts whose sands ihirsi lor water, are 
ablaze with heat and are never quenched with water? 

O desert of Nejd. O desen. of the Empty Quarter, come dose , . . 
Come close, and gather yourself up. Only ihe gen lie breezes will 
assuage the venom of the vicious heat. Only the oceans which Sap 
your shores will bring coolness. Yet your shores arc indeed places of 
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abundance, 0 how often have your distant generations travelled ki 
them! 

'! hose were your recalcitrant urging* across ihe years to bewilder¬ 
ing emigrations which did not move forward so long as you dung Lo 
your civilisation 

Come dose and take something of whal you have giver, raid for 
raid, O wild unless. 

Gather up the herns of your long night before Ihe sleeve of this pure 
da wn. 

Enjoy your fortune because on Lhat Jay Mecca was your tender 
Joins which witnessed a birth which your burnL deserts have never 
before witnessed. 

Make your ablutions with myrrh and frankincense from among 
your perfumes and gather them as trails of your goodness. The lime 
has come fur you to burn them in your I rue atmosphere. 

Give blessings to the multitudes through the pains of your labour 
because he who is born is the find born who will dismember you. yul 
will bind your earth to the sky above and will radiate tight over your 
whole area. 

Sweep the Ka f ha clear of your idols. The magnificence of the belief 
in the One God has thrown die false gods of nl Lau al^Uwa and 
Manat inlo confusion. 

You have brought about the union of the tribal divisions in your 
land of Qahran and 'Adnan. You arc since the hour of his coming the 
central focus for mil I tons. Towards you the eyes of countless visitors 
will be directed. 

Yalbrib.. support of the Ansar and wakeful guardian of lilt 
1 ".migrants, shine with the tribes of Aws and Khazraj. Clear the dust 
I torn your eyes. The dawn brings you good news of a light whose 
compass is such that your deserts will never be able to limit its 
horizons- It is a Message with the power of the Hood. Its origin i& 
without beginning and its extent is with our end. 

If you try ... and what harm is there in trying? Defeat [ike the 
defeat of Uhud will not affect its blazing radiance, IL is a light which 
transcends the compass of limitation because its origin is more distant 
than place and more remote than time. 

Seek guidance and the guidance pours oul before you Be a firm 
support, be a shrine. The support of the minaret will not harm you. Do 
not play with tourist h lira cl ions, lor you will be using your talents 
indiscriminately. Then Ihe Eh reads of the manic in which you are 
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wrapped well become ragged and you will be disgraced- Preach unity 
and be one. The word has begun to fill the world as it resounds in your 
eyes: ;: God is the greatest," chose words Aftohu ukbar. Look into the 
distance, A leeble eye will never lead your feet along the road which 
stretches in front of you because (he forms of the letters, will be too 
difficult for a treed which has escaped from its inner meanings and the 
clouds of imagination will never be able to grasp (Item, 

Therefore, let them carry you to where you will find a man and 
provide for bis growth. Be a vehicle for him. keep the road serviceable 
and appreciate the value oI" what you are carrying. 

O land of the Arabian Peninsula, throughout history that will he 
the most magnificent of your caravans and Ihe most (Vagrant of your 
perfumes. 

The Birth of the Message 

What is Ihe concern of those who come in group alter group? Do 
you think that the Word has captivated them? 1 he Word was spoken 
only to be met with contempt and mockery as if il was idle talk. El was 
regarded worthy Only of being rejected and suppressed as if it was 
blasphemy, 

Slack night was only a veil by which two scattered emigrations 
might lie covered as if they were acta of theft which secretly skulked 
away. 

To what are they coming while woe and exile are dragged equally 
across the speaker of the Word and the one who accepts it? What is 
the value of the Word by which a man may be taunted into isolation? 
When did Mount Hira’ become the Ka'ba of the Arabs and of Mecca 
and Medina? How is such impudence possible from a cave? Who 
indeed are these men who arc coming? When was it possible for the 
youth of the people to look down on the chiefs? 

The well of Badf witnessed the first battle between ruler and ruled. 
In it (lie value of the Word was established between the ruler who 
began to tie worried about his destiny and the ruled who began to 
display enthusiasm for his destiny, between a group who suw in die 
continuation of their state a perpetuity of their praise and a perpetuity 
of their well-being and a group who had come to feel a new firebrand 
which would remove temporary injustice and persistent humiliation 
from their backs. 

The Battle of Uhod did not end without Ihe Word returning more 
strongly and more fiercely unyielding. Indeed it held fast to its 
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rnemiin^, just as proof holds fast 1o logic, Hie weak cling ail to a. new 
hope just as a drowning man clings on to a rope of rescue. Indeed the 
Word was winged svith goodness nnd truth; ii radiated justice and 
beauty and ii revealed visions adorned with i ltd male reason and 
extended by imagination id destinations which captivate soiiJs through 
the scope of their high ideals. 

It is a Word which contains within its folds the palpations of love 
just us its Letters are moved by the dew of heavenly gardens. 

Indeed the greatest God is the Cod of Moses, of Pharaoh, the God 
of Jesus mid Muhammad . . . ti powerful God Whom existence clothes 
just as He clothes eternity and perpetuity, Destinies arc merged in 
Him as horizons are merged in the air. Beginnings arc unified in Him 
as are the lines of circles tncorporaied into cadi other, lie is a com 
passionate God who takes into his lap the poor of the world . , . 
Mli[ tarnmad gathered these poor from the clutches of lLie Lords of 
Quraysh jusL as before Jesus had gathered them from the tyranny of 
the Roman despots. 

The Word tears open its horizons just as morning rips open the 
darkness of the night. 

I he cave was an opening out of which poured the blessings of light. 

I he recesses of the Ka"ba were m despair at it. Tlie jugular vein of 
llubal was twisted by it and the visitors Tell down confused and over 
come. A feeling Li ad drawn then) before understanding had come to 
them. It was as if they were in bewilderment from it.., feeling warmth 
as if ii brought relief to one perplexed by his destiny. 

A veil is removed ... A curtain falls , .. The reality at the unveiling 
. . . A new Message r ,, A new man. Those are the dregs of men, the 
pour of the world who grope for their laces after rubbing them in dust. 
Then suddenly they are faces raised anew before the Suit, The value of 
man in his existence and his destiny has been reinvigorated in it. 

Man searches for his path with his feet and lie decides his destiny 
with liis will ... It is the freedom of a freed slave ... No chains will 
oppress him and no slavery will humiliate him. 

Just as l he effects o) victory at the well of Badr were of assistance 
to the effects of Lhe defeat ai the Rattle of Uhud in the same way the 
Battle of Llhnd sought protection from iLs effects from the victory at 
the Rattle of the Trench. The enemy’s cries for help al the Battle of the 
Trench to the Fortresses of K hay bar were of no avail beeau.it: the cave 
of f lira' bad become that distant echo, 

I I wus time for lhe rulers of Mecca and the Ka c ha, full of idol?,, to be 
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submerged beneath a reverheratran which resounded through ihe air 
of'the Arabian Peninsula only lo go beyond it to Fail and West. .. to 
wherever men exist, to wherever place and lime extend. 

The Value of the Message 

O Cave of Hira' . . . Wouldn't you say that you were a store of 
ilnme? What precious voice has issued forth from you? It was not 
Jight like the air nor fragrant like the blossoms. The air which envelops 
the earth is for all its lightness - heavier than it. It rests upon the air 
and circles in it. E[ is the scope of the existence of Ihe blossoms with 
which tire profusion of branches are weighed down since through it 
they are supported and because of it they live. Did the Word have this 
circulation from you:' 

It is no wonder .... Only man heard him who addressed man in Ihe 
language of man Caves only raise their voices with the word with 
which a cave may he addressed. 

It was from here that the measure of the Message came. Indeed it 
was not mere words which arc perfumed with rhymes. Rather it was a 
clear explanation from which existence could look down on eternity. It 
wanders in its halls within the imagination, Draughts of beauty are 
drunk in its vast fields. For thought n is its place of travel and its place 
of relurn. For the soul it is its desires and its full compass. During life 
with its hardships it is the cloak of consolation. For life behind the veil 
it in the stirring of hope in good reward at the place, of return . - . 
Wishes for good Sprinkle the path to it with scent and the most 
fragrant virtues perfume its essence. These are virtues which only 
hearts can encompass. These arc hearts which only faith can hold. 
This is faith which only divine unity can make firm. This divine unity 
is such that oully reason can embrace it. It is a reason which is only 
bestowed on man. Man is the circle of existence and existence is God 
In the beginning and in the end. 

That is ihc Message. 

Et offers itself nn its wide palm; light, faith* conviction, truth, love, 
brotherhood, loyalty, purity and consolation. 

This is the call to he answered. The depths gal tier it just as a grain 
of sand gathers a drop of dew, Indeed it is reflected in souls and 
minds. At ore lime it softens its palm as if il were tenderness, then it 
tightens its bridle as if it were firmness, then it root* out evil as il it 
were A storm. Alt Lhht il doe* with the palm of a hand which is 
generous and an ami which defends. Indeed the struggle is a struggle 
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w!licit propagates cun vie Lion and s struggle winch defends without 
relutiniion. 

When acts of'3u:ruisrn begin, faith will guide ii to a cei'lnin victory, 

I We notice that there are many sentences in this section which elt-c 
unged with a mystical ambiguity .similar to the Sufi mystics. A similar 
mysticism is found in the next chapter in the section entitled "The 
Perfect Equipment”. It is very probable that I he writer was not so 
much aiming at giving a philosophical understanding of existence and 
(he divine problem as providing a splendid picture from lilt literary 
angle. {Nate in it: fieri by tin 1 Cum mi tier) \ 


The Reality of Events 

The arrow which glided fmm his how no Longer belongs to the 
quiver. 

Thai w£h the concern of (he Message. Mo sooner did it begin to 
circle in the minds of the people than they seized hold of it as one uF 
their rights. For them it was appropriate For every circumstance. 1 hey 
grasped it to ihe exteni of their need lor It. Yesterday, they were in 
need of everything which would equally free (heir souls and their 
bodies from a slavery whose dominion had been long anti whose 
darkness had been intense. 

In the beginning it was a feeling which glided rapidly to I he mind. 
Then it became a need towards which the mind was driven. While in 
its first period it used lo seek shelters in refuges and hiding places, ii 
evolved into a shelter in whtch those who -sought help look refuge. In 
its first stage ii went between Mecca and Medina and seemed to creep 
along, Then suddenly it raced along with no fortresses being able Lo 
stop it. It never paused at the borders oF the Hijaz. The lines of the 
deserts never diverted it, I was not Iraq alone which was walling. Nor 
was it only Syria which was beckoning. hfiypt, at the gates of Africa, 
had begun to prepare the pillars of the minarets. Iran, with the keys lo 
the Fast, had begun to facilitate the passage for its crossings, With¬ 
drawal was transformed into an opening out and a driving forward. 
Defence was charged into propagation and an admonition and then to 
a concentrated attack. From this point, the need became a per sis Lent 
urge to rational organisation which would continue to drive the wheel 
in its proper gears, 

A great dual of preparation did not precede that because Lite sue 
ccis, which was ensured by speed, had not been anticipated lo Ihis 
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degree. The greatest surprises arc. in their turn. the most incense 
surprises. 

The man who brought the Message was himself removed from the 
scene lo ocTer to his Lord the balance of his account on earth: wilhoul 
that removal being preceded by a warning. In addition to that the 
Message was still only freshly in its covers. Men had not practised il 
sufficiently and it way still threatened by many apostasies Itkc the 
withdrawal at L'hud and then the return. It was still seeking help from 
cite leaders of Quraysh, those men who had only sought to slip away 
from their thrones under challenge. There were still the false gods 
Manat, aJ- c t.J77a and Hubal mumbling in the dust of their broken frag¬ 
ment under the veils of the Ka"ba. 

The Message itself had not yet been established in its polished form. 
There were still sayings of the Prophet scattered among rhe Com 
pan ions, which had not heen properly collected and arranged. In addi¬ 
tion to all that, it was exposed to attempts lo sofEen it under the 
numerous currents of reasoning andi interpretation based on interests 
and whim. 

At this very time, the young Message was groping Tor m path to 
resume its journey towards its distant goals. 

I Where the writer say s . . the man who brought the Message was 
removed from the scene , ,, without that removal being preceded by a 
warning . , . the fact is that it was preceded by repeated warnings 
from the Prophet. There I tad been complete preparation and com¬ 
prehensive plan nine to guarantee the integrity of the revolutionary 
experiments which Islam practised- The Prophet, may God bless him 
and his family and grant them peace, had announced several times In 
his lass year that he was on the point of being summoned by God and 
answering Him. In his sermon at Ghadir K.hmnm he defined 1 he way 
forward for the experiment after lum. On one side he linked it to the 
Qur'an in its capacity as the highest theoretical reference for the 
Message. On another side, lie linked it to the apostolic leaders who 
were at the level of taking on the huge responsibilities of leading the 
experiments infallibly, sincerely and with a proper awareness. Of those 
men. Imam ; Aii was the person who was equipped to do this through 
the stipulation of the Apostle to receive these responsibilities directly 
after the Prophet. Tiie dissolution and random action which occurred 
after the death of the greatest pioneer, the Prophet, was not the result 
of lack of preparation and prior warning, but only the result of' devi¬ 
ation. (Note inserted by ihe Commit tee)L 
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Thu Rolf of ^Alt h. Ahi Talib 

Please forgive, "AIL b, Ahi Talib, For you are with regard in tbe 
Message like tbe axle of a null- The paths which you walked along in 
i lie company of the Apostle bear witness lo the gravity of your step, 
Foi several years he walked along them alone with only you aL his side 
also sharing in the unity of life, the uniLy of destiny, the unity of diree- 
litni and the unity of thought, 

What struggles of his soul did you not share in, O dose companion 
nf the path, the life and Lbe straggle, with all the roughness in the path, 
with all l he hardships, in life and with all the burdens in the struggle? 

O lo^er who descends on the heart of his loved one like fulfilment 
descends Oil the ardour of love . . . O half who shares with his other 
half in every task and misfortune,,. 

When you slept in tils bed, what difference was there between your 
garments and his cloak? Is there a unity of spirit closer than ilte urge 
to sac rid ee oneself lor another? No wonder, O loved one of the 
Apostle, that in his eyes you are like a slrcak of light which embraces 
two halves. He is one half nf it and you are the other. In his view you 
are the gateway nf knowledge while he i.s the city of knowledge. You 
are the husband of his daughter, his own flesh and blood, FuLtmu, 
mistress of (he women of the world together with Vi ary, daughter oi 
' Imran. You belong Lo him Iske the hear l belongs to I he body and the 
pupil belongs to l he eye. 

What thought came to him without its drops Falling on you? What 
resolution did he make without its burden coming into your arms? 
What sword did lie draw without it being sharpened on your 
whetstone? 

1 le only wanted to ofFer his noble soul inlo your hands while he was 
sending it into ibe lap of his Lord, Thus were you blessed with close 
companionship alongside munificence. Thus did you collide with 
discord tit iFie pain of his departure, 

So prepare yourself. The Message, which thrived in the shade of' 
your heart and wan served with the abundance of your discernment, 
will conlinuc tn link the hell oi' your sword with the vaatness nf 1 he 
desert because you are the man capable of il when its vasl spaces sink 
within it. 
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The Influence of lhe Message 

How were those embers- which flowed from this narrow aperture 
and by which this silent mountain breathed, tu subside? 

Did they spring from tittle sparks produced by rubbing to leap into 
space like burning furnaces of fire? 

That was the state of 'All b. Abi Talib when the inner flames were 
subsiding, in his depths. 

However, the Message, into which he poured himself and which 
poured over him, was the unique spark in inltaraimfi his inner abilities 
just as it was the grear electric charge which gave them power. 

J use a single word when i say "'Message" hut it i.s a word much 
longer Lhui the sum of its letters. It is Lhe length of a bow. one of whose 
ends is planted in Lhe earth white Hie other soars beyond the Unite and 
the tangible, h is the bond which links this world with ilie. Next and 
man with tins day of his with man with bis tomorrow. 

What man does not have two days, a day of staying and a day of 
travelling? i hc first is the link to the second. Vet the link is weak and 
lhe future lives on in the immortality of existence. 

Since the matter is Like this, it is necessary to have some concern for 
Hu: first day because it is the threshold to the second and because the 
load which is prepared for it is what it wE|] take across to the other. 

As for that second day, whatever its nature may be and however 
vague its description and definition may appear, she re is no escape 
from the fact I hat it is coming. As for die equipment which is prepared 
for it, it must be prepared since then il will he available either to 
receive it or to be able to loose its wrapping. 

Man, in his preseni day and in his coming day, is the first born son 
of life. Its inheritance is concentrated in him. lie, alone, is the rising 
vigour which makes possible Hie realisation of development He, 
atone, is the reasoning power which is capable of deriving benefit from 
the resources of existence, He, alone, is the discerning ability by which 
problems arc solved and secrets revealed. Consequently, lie is the 
kernel of society ... Society For which he is its greatest framework and 
its impregnable shield and its finest realisation. 

Since man is the first born son of existence, lie revolves in the lap of 
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Lhit. existence and docs not foray into any oilier , ., the beginning oftl 
and the end of'it. 

Tile melliod, alone, is hidden and n will only be attained by reason, 
fn any case, the obscurity of the method does nos prevent she attain¬ 
ment of whal completes it. Despite nil that, it may be attained by 
discernment and reflection. 

Necessity is not something which "how” prevents, nor “why” 
changes* nor “when" delays, nor “whither" moves. Faith increases she 
beauty of compliance without doubt reducing its importance. 

With I his faith c AIl b. Ahi Talib prepared his baggage and the 
people's baggage for the crossing from one radiant day Ln a day of 
eternal radiance. With tikis great positive philosophy, he began to 
prepare line equipment It? build ail excellent society wjijch would Ik 
made firm by man and in which man would be made firm by virtues. 

The Visitation of Death: The Death of (he Prophet 

In what furnace would fuel be gathered for the cleaning of the 
soul? Is il in pair alone that such a cleansing takes place? What is the 
value of love? What influence does deprivation have on it? 

There may be questions bul the answer is like a process of fusion. 
For, the paii)- which roasts the soul in the fine of its live coals, borrows 
its limbs from love and its elixir from bereavement. I use the word 
’limbs" so dial I may give the words its property of beauty and 1 use 
the word “elixir 1 ' so LhaL I may drink from die beauty of its sweetness. 

Pain has a harshness and bitterness. Sometimes the soul may noi 
find in anything the the quality in itself by which the (wo are trpns 
ported into beauty and sweetness. Yet beauty may be melted and 
sweetness cooked. The soul presents them to the mind as a course by 
which some of its hunger will be covered. 

This kind of pain came to "'Ali b, A hi Talib. That kind of beauty 
acquired possession of his soul and Us sweetness was echoed on his 
tongue by that pleasantness of speech ... Death alone is the watering 
place of eternal life. It brings bereavement to love. 

In front of him, in his arms, beneath his eyes, the flame of life WfiS 
extinguished from line heart of the Apostle. The brightness left liis 
eyes. His arms let I us bands slump down, His body was wrapped in 
the coldness of death, 

i low is a heart Rilem, in which I fie hearts of men have throbbed and 
to whose pulsation the ears of angels have listened? How docs the 
light leave two eyes, from which the light itself has borrowed its 


64 








The Preparation 


splendour? I low dn two hards slump, on whose palms hav^ been 
spread the burdens of the world and [he joys of heaven? I low does Hie 
cold or death cover a body which used to hiring alleviation and peace 
to the world? Yet it is the reality ,, r 

c AIe h. Al>r Talih esme back from his bewilderment no believe it. It 
was there beneath his eyes in the coldness of death, lie had been, Id l 
by the man whom he most loved, the most intelligent. the most pious, 
the most exemplary. Right in front of him confident expectation and 
correct visinn had gone into the slumber of eternity. The dear heart 
and the productive love had stopped in the awe of silence. 

O Apostle of God, do yon see whether it is I he bitter end? Or is it 
[tie glorious beginning? And what of the Message . . . ? Dn you see 
that it was withdrawn through your withdrawal to the cave of Hira- 
And what of the fields of strife? Where is Badr? Where is IJhud? 
Where is K hay bar? Do you see ilitu now they huve been effaced from 
rhe land of ilk Arabian Peninsula? And what of the false gods Manat, 
ul-^Uzza and Hubal? Do you see that they have murmured anew from 
their broken fragments lo bring about now a retrogression into wicked 
joys, 

Perhaps pain will not end as it tuts deeply into the soul of r Ali b. 
Abi Talib as he stands in front of the shrouded body in awesome 
silence. 

Perhaps the intimate conversation of Ibis great man (o this the 
greatest slumb.erer in death will dot end, 

Yel he will scat! his hean against this pain, Ele will sea! h as a 
humble believer. He will cover these two eyes of his so that he may 
open those two other eyes whose la-sbes do not glisten with tears in 
front of death, which only see the present world for its harshness, 
which reflect that brief death is the escape of the prisoner and the 
shining goal. 

The Visitation of Dench: The T>cath of Fatima 

However, the death of Fatima brought back to him the wound 
which lie had sought to heal with Steadfastness and faith so LhtU it 
reopened it in love. The wound was ripped open so that blood flowed 
anew with another colouring. It is the colour of the earili with tts flesh 
and its blood. The earth has a colour like the colour of bracelets and 
anklets, jewelry by which beauty is weighed down and by which 
coquettishness ss increased. 

The earth, even though its colour is the colour of chains, has 
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imprisoned mart so that he becomes, familiar with it just as a wound 
would become familiar wish its bandage* He becomes fond of it just 
like the cripple becomes ford of his crutch- He becomes entwined in it 
just like echoes are entwined with a phantom, 

Fatima was warmth to the heart of'Ali and a bond to his world, 
Death did not separate her from him without him feeling:, profound 
emptiness and cold comfort. Behold he was face to face with the harsh 
reality of life - a wound and a bandage, lameness and a crutch, an 
echo and a phantom! Where is the watering place of heavenly 
comfort? His wound for the loss of Fatima was added Lo (he wound 
for i he loss of her father. He closed his eyes on die tears for them hoth 
and surrendering himself to true vision, he said: "You have hurried 
away and are close together." 

The Field of Conflicts 

Since pain has ihc same affect on spirits as the action of the 
whetstone on knives, so conflicts, in Lbc same way, affect spirits like 
fuel under a cauldron. 

The activity d arousal which conflicts have on spin Is is not the 
same for all of them. The weak among them fall with frustration 
beneath their bullets. A.s for Lhose who through them ascend the 
grades of maturity ro i he level of reason ami true values, Lhey arc (lie 
ones who receive conflEels with defiance so that they provide them 
with the value of support. 

The spirit of : AJi b, A hi Talib was not merely of this kind. Rather it 
was the unique model which considered conflicts as spurs in the 
passage of life. 

The conflicts which he faced during the course of his life, hv did not 
meet with that jealous care which the people ul the world show 
towards discomforts, Thai was indeed bee fl use he saw I he w r orld with 
a different vision from their vision. It wa&, only n means lor him while 
for the others it was end in itself. How great is the difference between 
ihe means and rheendl I he means is a tool whose value is necessarily 
small m relation lo the value of what it leads to. The end is always 
more dust ant. 

With this spiritual reality based cm a creed with clear purposes, lie 
dealt with the world, the whole world, with its conflicts and its 
tragedies, Ik derived benefit from them hut it was a benefit from his 
own balance and texture. He made himself completely ready to meet 
the conflicts as a training by which he trained his souk Even the dcalb, 
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whose bitter taste lie experienced through the loss or" the Apostle and 
tSitn I he loss of Fatima, enabled him speedily to endure its blow& find 
transform them into their beautiful inner meaning, Thai meaning it 
what the Message announced in him insofar as he was clothed in it 
throughout his life and he reflected it dearly in all his words and 
deeds, Thus it was his asceticism, his piety, indeed it was the source of 
hi.s defence of true values through that unique heroism. 

The events which happened lo him lor quarter of a century after the 
Prophet's departure from the world were nothing bin proofs of the 
Jirmness of his resolution in the face of such blows, without weakening 
his determination or reducing the steadfastness of his belief. Yet llie 
events w'hich preceded this period of time were no icss influential on 
him, despite the fact that they were things which had passed while lie 
whs in his youth and had not yet accumulated, from the experience of 
tame and the pressure of life, choice wisdom and high knowledge. 

!i is through delight, of enumeration that the occurrences of these 
events will be looked at, namely those which fall within [he orbit of 
conflict, so that ihc enumeration may give prod" of the glory of the 
s abject. 

[slam; A New Religion 

Essentially the most important of the conflicts which look place was 
not to the young man alone but to the Arabian Peninsula where it 
cook place* or rather to the world, both East and West, It was a reii 
gitm in which were gathered the true ideals of the unity of God in the 
light of reason which was capable of digesting I he inspiration and 
stretched out a hand of n&ed towards it. 

It came to the Arabian Peninsula and it received it withoul airen 
lion. Why did the men of [he Arabian Peninsula wander away from 
giving heed to their religion'. s 

There Is no surprise in that. There were a Few carved stones in 
shapes which reason had not touched with ils art nor the spirit with Its 
Irtmslacencc, They were not capable, in any c Ireums lance, of loosen 
mg a morsel of humility and res pec l from Lhose around them. That is 
not evidence that the desert did not ward to have a religion, leather, in 
another way, it is evidence that a reasoning religion had not worked 
beyond the reason of the desert. So ihere was the new religion, 
Suddenly reason awoke from its long sleep. The people embraced it 
after perplexity. 

L he conflict which weighed upon them was the kind of terror ot one 
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who wnkes up io cni’ete^nesy, I k seeks to be ready through sleep and 
he is urged on through the lack of readiness. 

At this tine ' Al i b. A hi I alib was the first whose reason was 
capable of accepting the great call. He took hold ol'it with understand 
ing and conviction. For him it did not constitute a conflict as ii did for 
others. Endccd lie took it from (lie reality unite as the equipment for 
life. 

Therefore he defended il. For its sake, he slept in his cousin’s bed on 
the first opportunity which fie could take advantage of as testimony of 
his complete conviction in its truth. This opportunity wlitcli lie. took 
should he regarded on the level of self-sacrifice. 

For its sake he travelled across the length of the deserts of I be 
Arabian Peninsula so that pride may he achieved for the lines of the 
caravans of the Emigrants. To defend il, he launched himself into 
battle after battle with that rare courage which has put him in the 
ranks of the few heroes. 

The Battle of l hud 

The Battle of I Ihud brought a desire to suffocate (lie new child, The 
repudiation invoked in il was distinguished by the bend of si fox and 
the heart of a rabbit „ , , it was twisted around itself as if it was a 
snake. 

it was a conflict of reason with ignorance* a conflict of the heart 
with rhe weakness of faith, a conflict of consciousness with the lnnifa 
lions of vision, What determination can lose these valuable assets and 
still preserve for itself a glimpse of bravery or a modicum of will? 

So it happened . , . The rumour of the death of the Prophet at Uhud 
breathed its poison. Thus, the bravery of the weak Companions was 
overturned into weakness and withdrawal where before the bravery of 
the believers had been multiplied and transformed into heroism. 

Thai was the effect of these conflicts on those resolute spirits. As 
for All b. Abi Talib, he Look advantage nl that clash al the Battle of 
Uhud so that he transformed it into the resounding cry: 

There is no sword except Dhu fi! Fiqar; 

There is no young man except fi. 

Indeed that repudiation, even though il carries its emaciation in its 
heart like the consumptive carries the germ of his disease, is at every 
moment oppressed by its defeats so dial il plunges with ihem into 
battles with aspects of the acL of heroism whicEi it claims. Vet they 
always remain inverted acts of heroism which history Curses and 
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records in \lie chapter of destruction and ruin. 

That kind dF repudiation lived at L'hud and lived in what came after 
UJi ud r I tow often did : AJi b. Abi Tatib endure these clashes through¬ 
out the length of his struggles. He was always meeling them with the 
same origin and with the same level. 

BaUted Followed Ubud. Every battle intensified its greed for another 
in proportion to the strengthening of the Message at the hands of the 
rmigrants find Lhe Ansar. 

In them the conflicts were transformed into a desire for booty 
because the concept of the Message had become clearer to those who 
defended and struggled. 

The help which Anas b- a I Nadr offered was sufficient for Uhud. IF 
Muhammad had been killed, the Lord of Muhammad could not be 
killed. 

Thus the struggle began to be transferred From its material form to 
its spiritual form: from a battle winch craves for prisoners lo a 
struggle which aspires to Free prisoners; from a figbi which brings 
heaven down to earth to a fight which raises earth to heaven; from a 
defence of Muhammad without involving the Lord to a defence of 
Muhammad wlm has (lie Lord of the heavens and ihe earlli- 

This spirituality brought about lhe heroism of Abu Dujana aJ- 
Ansari. When the Apostle wanted to release him from his pledge of 
allegiance after lhe defeat of Uhud, he wept in front of him and said: 
k|, No, by God, where should 1 go „ . ? To a wife who will die? Or to a 
son who will be lost? Or lo a house which will be destroyed? Or to 
property which will come to nothing? Or to a fare which has come 
close?' 1 

Me remained and with 'Ali they were two wings in the battle unfit lie 
was killed. Thus the ultimate victory was achieved For him, 

The Battle of the Trench 

The Baltic oF the Trench was nothing but one of those battles in 
which polytheism of every kind has banded itself together. Its albes 
were united in ihc diversity of their inclinations; they were united lo 
confront the danger which had suddenly come upon them. 

This danger was lhe kind of whirlwind which blows down 
dilapidated walls. However, the five years which had passed while 
the M&S-sagc had been in Medina were only preparatory for the 
unbalanced number which gathered-, for the disunited force which was 
mobilised. Indeed the power which appeared in the arms of L Amr b. 
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L 'Abd WLidd did not have any of the measure of heroism which had 
come Lti the breasi of c Ali b. A hi TAlib, 

Thus victory in the Hattie nf the Trcneh was for the Force which was 
strengthened by the clear truLh and defeat was for the Force inti a Led 
with atheistic unbelief. 

I his rule cannot be mistaken. He who defends* truth and conviction 
is always in ilie ranks of the victorious. There is no dilTercnce, then, 
whether his victory be by ll blow of the sword or by a verbal LhrusL 
From the longue. Victory will always he there in Lhe last battle. 

With this strengthened force* the conquest of Mecca was brought 
about, then the tribe of Thaqif, then the tribe of Hawaain in a chain of 
batiks. Later one group of them began to dwindle from another 
because after this period of time resistance had become for them a 
matter which was inverted from tlie affair which they had undertaken 
at the beginning. Even the repudiation of the Message had become 
cramped and its effect had become hidden in the depths of some of 
their souls instead of heing clearly tin their arms and bodies. 

Essentially the repudiation was not the effect of lhe tight again si 
faith because it was devoid of faith. If it acted, its action was only like 
striking in lhe dark without guidance because it was without objectives 
. , . yet even if it had had some objectives* they were menu and pad try. 
soon to evaporate through lirne. 

I his is a brief allusion to the most important events which occurred 
from the time lhe Message was put forward as a summons to public 
opinion among lhe people until lhe disappearance from the scene of 
the man who brought the Message. It is a period which was not long 
when n is measured by time but it was much more distani ihyn lhe 
area iiuo which it exploded- 3t had an effcci like the effect of a spark m 
the heart of a volcano. 

If we were to say that its effect was equal on all spirits, that would 
not be absolutely true . . . 

Disparity was present even though smuEariiy was close. Similarity 
alone unites Use humfin race with everything in which their similarities 
are gathered. These are lhe shared uniting similarities like lhe eye or 
the hand. Every person has two eyes and two hands. Yet lhe eye in 
any man Fills distinctive characteristics from the eye of any other man, 
w hose compilation and enumeration are not possible. 

Are nol snula appropriate for that and lhe views and inclillflUOnfl 
which their world contain* which waiter them in many directions, 
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such as tbingi which limit them lo the tangible and make them fly 
beyond that in a variety or" directions, and according to the disparity 
of their powers r motives and supports, ami whether reason controls 
ihem or they arc lost from its restricting influences . , . lo the furthest 
extent which is capable of making the removal of differences between 
man and man in the realm of the impossible. 

1 fowever, I hat does not make impossible the existence of intellectual 
tendencies which alone will provide the crucible in which 1 hie views of 
men are fused so that their differences are brought close together, their 
way 5 are harmonised and their impulses are set a rig b I along ihe path 
of unity of thought arid power when that cakes place in the best of 
human societies. 

These intellectual tendencies acquire a miraculous nature to the 
extent of the values of (lie harmony with human need which they carry 
in their heart ... To the extent of the validity of these values which 
they offer to man, to the. extent of that, it is possible for them to 
accompany him in his life . . . whether from one day to another, nr 
from one generation to another. 

la this long interval man has been accompanied by the Message of 
Islam ... lie lias been accompanied by it since that day. He will 
always be accompanied by it until the last Hour because it lias 
enriched Ins needs earlier and it has enriched his needs Ifiler. 

This concern to give die irue value Lo the Message is something 
which was active in the whole being of "Ali b. A hi TaTib. Indeed 
throughout tlie period which has been described he assumed ihc roie 
of the leading proponent. The scene of action wax never without him 
for a single day. Neither weariness nor exhaustion kept him back from 
appearing on it. Even inflammation was removed from his eyes in a 
miraculous way so that no inadequacy in undertaking any hardship 
could he reckoned against him. 

All that may be summarised in the words: "Ah b- A hi falib lived the 
Message from the moment he understood it. He met every challenge 
which arose in its path with the action of a resolute believer. Indeed at 
the last of these events, at the death of the Prophet, he was their very 
pivot towards which men’s gaze was turned. 

After the death of I he Apostle . . . A trust is withdrawn and a trust 
is left as a pledge. The pledge is what was burn yesterday and was 
expelled. Then il soon gathered itself from its expulsion and it became 
Ibai unfolding of truth which was destined lo be driven forward. The 
Cost of' it attaining this level was not little. War progressed along its 
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path with the Wood which was given <o quench a violent thirst. Then, 
despite thrs diversion in its growth, it began to stretch its neck beyond 
the horizons of i lie Arabian Pcninsuta, Its .situation was no longer the 
same as it had been yesterday. It shone forth from its noble balance 
heavier I ban all burdens, longer than life and further than place... 
Today il abandons the lap of the man who brought it to throw itself on 
the shoulders of those who grew in its lap, 'Nils is responsibility Lo its 
full ex ten l. and the extent is nothing but profound importance. 

The ease pul forward has reached a level which denis with man in 
his life and his destiny; in his life as an individual and iti his life as n 
society; in his destiny as a traveller from the transitory lo (he eternal. 
It then deals with life in all its philosophical aspects whether they be 
social or religious. It binds (lie former to the latter just as it binds (he 
spirit to the body. 

Who is the one who car sustain the responsibility, can lill the empty 
centre, can assume government and can lake the helm in the ship 
which has spread, its sails and began to move in 1 he broad sea? 

In tbs connection all the arguments, which arose at that lime 
between the Emigrants and the Ansar about who had the most right to 
flie caliphate, were not put forward merely because of the importance 
of a position, That was the nature of its essential qualities and specific 
conditions in relation to society, the limes and the Message dictated 
this nature, 

What brought the confirmation nf this right for the Emigrants in the 
lirst place was as a direct reward for what they had suffered and they 
were the first lo suffer by supporting and defending the Message with 
their lives. Succession became the lot of Abu 0akr aJ-Stddiq by the 
same argument which the Emigrants used against the An^ar. Yet 
: Ali b, Abi Tallb could have used it Against his Comp an ion s + the 
Emigrants. He was the first of (.hem to believe in the Message, the 
greatest of I hem in support of it. the closest of them in relationship 
to the man who hroughl it. and the most profound of them in 
understanding its content. Perhaps Abu TJbaycIa t>. Jar rah was more 
anxious about “Ah's future than AH was for himself, when he 
answered All’s objection with the words; “You are a young man. 
These others are mature men. Let them have it with (heir experience 

. . If you live and lime stretches ahead for you, then you will be both 
worthy of anti entitled to this affair!", 

AH b, Abi Talib faced this blow and withdraw before it like a noble 
man faced with wrongs. He did not stir up agitation ns Sa c d b. 1 Ubado 
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had dune. Rather he began to collect together the parts of the Qur’an 
and from it to sow on nn his hearl hie stitches of its exposition, I'ben 
the deaih of Fa lima, at this time, brought a second blow to him which 
brought forth in his soul great magnanimity. 

In his speech known as Shiifshiqiyya he said: tL So I endured while 
all the time there was a mote in my eye and an obstruction in my 
throat." 

The same reason was used to transfer succession after the death of 
the first Caliph, by-pacing him, lo Urnar b. a!-K ha j tab, another 
mature mun from among the mature men of the Companions. 'Ali b. 
Alii 'falib submitted to a new situation and dealt with this new blow 
with the positivenuss of a man of deep-rooted faith. He began to assist 
the new Caliph with all the solutions which were obscure to him. It 
was the assistance of man anxious for the future of a Message which 
was part of his heart jList as it was part of his brain. 

Ten years passed for 'Umar b. ul-Kbattab. Their end came with a 
blow from the sword of Abu Lu'lu'a. Then came the turn of the- third 
CaJiph. 'Uthrnan b. L AJTan. In this the blow lo ( Ali b. Abi Talib was the 
worst and most violent so that it became later tiic most radiant in the 
crystal of his personality and the perfection of its maturity. 

The Lit Or of 'Abtl al-JRahnnan b. Aiyf. 

O sir, Lf you had known that the twentieth century stilt has the right 
to take account ofa mistake which took place fourteen centuries ago, 
you would have been more careful in your choice of the mun who was 
best to be given the reins of a government which dealt equally with the 
world and with heaven.. Thai choice demanded much wakefulness 
from you and further consideration, Still, no member of the six-fold 
council which delegated you the tusk was less capable of bearing 
responsibilities towards the problems than you. 

The task which was put before you did not concern you and 1 he 
council any more than il concerned our own times. 

The Message, itself, which had been the Prophet's presentation m 
his people., came out liis most exalted compass and the compass of I he 
Arabian Peninsula to become the property of mankind tn all its 
different environments and the multiplicity of its generations. 

Therefore, you had & duty to be heedful in the choice which you 
made so that the Message was not exposed in il s cradle to errors which 
would reverse and obstruct its progress in its momentous advance. 

When you linked destiny to an ephemeral question and an in cruise 
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quential answer, in what thing were you so deeply involved and from 
what were you trying to prevent evil consequence!? and the natural 
result of its destiny'? 

A responsibility hud been thrust upon you. l Abri al Rahman h. 
Awf. lo sound out views and to make the pledge of allegiance for the 
caliphate to the one most appropriate for it, if not to say the one most 
entitled to it and Lhe one who was the most excellent, 

You did not sound out the view of Alt b. Abi Talib excepl about 
a condition which you imposed. You did not sound out 1 lie view of 
' Uihman b. : AfTan except about a condition which you imposed. 

The condition, in both cases, was a trivial condition which could 
not he an appropriate basis for the task for which it was pul forward 
. . . Above all else, you knew both men very well. They had been your 
col leagues in a long struggle. The merit of the one and the lack of 
merit of the other did not escape you. You were not Ignorant of the 
fact that, while the message united them both, the extent oi their 
understanding of it distinguished them, You were not ignorant of the 
fact that, while heroism in battle linked them lo it, one of (hem was Far 
more outstanding than the other in his activity in that field, You were 
not ignorant of Lhc fact (hat, while grenl enthusiasm possessed them 
both, one of them could be distinguished from the other bv his 
creativity. 11 ms it was possible for you lo see which of the Lwo noble 
men could achieve more than the other in relation to his asceticism, 
his piety, his sincerity, his loyalty, his resolution, his boldness and his 
power and furthermore his ability to judge . . . or in relation to a 
tendency towards senility as a result of weakness of enthusiasm, or in 
relation to a tendency towards the totality of noble, chivalrous 
qualities as a result of strength of resolution. 

All that should have been considered before you put your weak 
question: L i will pledge allegiance Lo you : Ali on condition that you do 
not make any one of the family Hashim master over the people," 

,!r l will pledge allegiance to you TJthman cm condition diet you do 
not make anyone of the family uf Lhnayyu master over the people.'' 

I In fact the condition that i: Abd al-Rahman b, Awf laid down was 
different. He demanded of Imam \Alr and then ‘U tinman, that each 
governed according to I he practice of the two previous Caliphs, Abu 
Bakr and TJrrvar. Imam : Ali refused but ^Uthman accepted. Sec ihe 
Commentary on Nahj al-Btddyhu by J bn Abi al Had id, commenting 
rm the Speech Shkishiqiyya (Nose inserted by (he Committal. 

[I is clear that ^Lhhman was removed from thedaiphate bceuadt he 
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consented lo I lie condition. Jl is. aEso clear that \AJi b. Abi Talib did not 
gain the caliphate because he refund the condition. The one who 
attained it accepted the bargain and the one who lost iL refused the 
bargain, The scale weighs between acceptance and rejection, 

You, sir! You laid down this co adit ion of yours as an edict of 
conduct in the constitution of the slate. However, Thlimari b. fAffaai 
made light of your condition. He did not feel that he was committing 
Em act of disbelief either to you or lo his religion, because your condi¬ 
tion was not religious in its requirements. Rather it seemed good to 
llim lo gather Ills chief lieutenants from all his relatives in family of 
Umayya. Thai would not have been able to harm him if they had not 
harmed him by deserting the truth path. Nor did they harm him alone 
but rather they harmed the Message which was still in its infancy. 

As for him who was not willing to bargain, be was anxious for you 
Lo keep away from an unnecessary con dilion and I or yon lo believe 
lliat he was the appropriate person to entrust affairs to. His concern 
was that they should be entrusted to a house which had already been 
imp.lid.ty entrusted with an overflowing bowl of inspiration amid its 
furniture. 

The condition was essentially trivial, 'Add uE-Rubman b. Awf ... if 
III ere was no intention of conspiracy hiding behind it ,.. The intention 
of conspiracy had the direst of consequences. 

Between two Opposites: A Vacuum is I illed 

The period of twenty years which passed For < Ali b. Abi Talifo, from 
the death of the Apostle to his finally assuming r ue caliphate, was not 
an easy period, neither by virtue of its length nor by virtue of the 
events which took place during it. Even 1 hough it could be considered 
a vacuum insofar as lie did not carry any administrative responsibility, 
it was in effect a vacuum which was Idled, 

It should not he understood from the word “vadium” that l Ali b. 
Abi Talib was absent from the scene during this long time. Indeed, an 
the contrary, he was in it in n way that filled ii by ear and sight but he 
was only occupying the position o!watch tower in it. 

Wltile 'LLhmaiTs eyes were shut to true concern for Hie Message, 
Ahb Rakr and "Umar had made some attempt to understand it. At 
least in their time it had some measure of proper direction and impie 
mentation. Now it was administered by a state which laid its thorny 
path amid the old ignorant customs and practices of the past, Yet it 
began tn encounter new growths which demanded much concern and 
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caution. The- powers of (lie stale had become numerous filter i.L bad 
been slightly distracted in suppressing the movements o('apostasy by 
which some r>[" die tribes oF Yemen, Y a mama and L ’Uman had dis¬ 
turbed the peace. Et had gone on to conquests in every direction, 

From one side, Iraq was defeated and the city of al-Madahn made 
known the t re auras ul its white palace, Su'd b. Abi Waqqiis saL in the 
courtyard nf Choesroe, The land oJ’ Persia submitted lu lilt 1 Arabs, 
who began to knock on the doors of India. 

From a second side, die gates of Syria were opened to Amr b. al 
As, Khalid h. al-WaEid, IVbFawiya b. Abi Sufynn and Abu 'Ubayda b. 
Jarrah. Heradius hind been defeated anti while departing lind said his 
famous farewell; “Peace be on you, Syria! What a wonderful land. 
Now you belong lo the enemy." 

Front a third side, the road to Egypt had been opened before the 
Conquerors under the leadership of'Amr b. al- L As and al-Zubuyr b. 
a I Awwnm. Al Maqawqas had agreed to pay l he pul E-lax into the 
hands of ihe black man, Ubtida b. frl Sarnil, 

All these conquests had beet) achieved in the reigns nf Abu Bakr 
and Umar b, al-K!iaUab, Treasures and wealth poured into the slase 
,such as Llie history of the Arabian Peninsula bad never aeen before. A 
more intense and munificent raiding had never been known in the past 
than this raid nf conquest, the length of whose fronts stretched equally 
from Hast and West and South, It was as if heaven opened up the 
streams of the rivers of Paradise and torrents poured down submerg¬ 
ing the Arabian Peninsula in hurley, 

While Abu Brskr nod %'mar b. al K hat lab were only nibbling fit I he 
world trying io avoid il and abandoning control of I lie conquests 
which swepi through liasl and Wesl on the slack-reined horses of 
defiance, bal'd b. Abi Waqqiis was sitting an the courtyard of CbocHroc- 
planning to build his own palace in Klj la like it and collecting Ibr 
himself all its trensures. The leaders were entertaining themselves wilh 
booty and prisoners. AI /.iibayr b. al 'Awwam possessed ti thousand 
male slaves and a thousand Itmale slaves. 

At this time of the expansion of the state. All b, Abi Tglib w r as 
stationed in his high tow'er beset by what he saw. taking about nl il 
and asking himself; ; '1$ \\ for the sake of alf this that the Message was 
put forward T\ 

Did not God, the Exalted, nay; Piety is not turning yourftti'tf iff the 
Past and West. Rather [defy is one whu believes in God. the l.ast Day, 
the Hook and the Prophets and who gives his money out of love of Him 
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10 those who have kinship, orphans, wayfarers, beggars ami for 
freeing slaws ,.. Those are the ones who ore pious. (II 177). 

Was the expansion which took place and the stale to which it was 
connected I he realisation of I he Message or was it still the vehicle 
of the period of ignorance? Wouldn't you arty that the period of 
ignorance, whose outlines ihe Message had come to destroy, was 
dealing with the Message in such a way that it might return and pnnr 
into it? Whal influence did the Message have on the tribes oFTayy and 
Asad, What was wrong with Tulayha, the liar, whom the tribe of 
Ghatufar followed? What did Muslayma ami Sajjah have to el li with 
prophetbood. behind whom were drawn along the tribe of Ifflftifa in 
aJ-Yamama and itie irlbe ofTamini? What prophetbood did al-Aswad 
al r Ansi claim Lo be answered by the tribes of Bahrayn, 1 tadramawt, 
l t’rtifiri and Yemen 1 If the swords of the Muslims had subdued these 
contradictory apostasies and I he leader'! had come within the fold, 
was that success in terms of saying that (hose tribes who had 
apostasised and then withdrawn from their apostasy had become con¬ 
vinced of the truth nf'thc Message? 

Was the conquest itself, which had poured over the boundaries of 
I he Arabian Peninsula and then overflowed other boundaries, was u a 
really true conquest which (he Message had in mind? As it says in the 
Qur’an: Do nos enter houses other than your own until you become 
friendly ami greet theirfamilies (XXIV. 27), 

Indeed God enjoins Justice, doing good and giving to those who 
have kinship and He forbids aduhety. wrongdoing und injustice. (XVI 
90 ). 

Accept repentance and enjoin the good and avoid those who ore 
ignorant. (VII, 1 

Say, Mv Lord only forbids vile deeds, those seen and those within 

mi 33 )/ 

The noblest of you With God is the most pious. (XIJ X. f 3). 

As the Apostle says: "One who calls for tribal toy Ally or fights for 
tribal loyally does OOt belong to us 1 '. 

As He, the Exalted, savs: God hays from the believers their lives 
and their property by virtue of the fad that they will /raw) heaven 
through fighting in the cause of God. f[X> 111), 

Those are verses which clearly explain the Message, None ol them 
point to a right to acquire slaves m their thousands or co take up 
valuables in millions a 1 ! a result of a profit malting war or a bloody 
bailie. They do not permit the exploitation of people, the violation of 
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iKcir wometifolk Find the enjoyment of prisoners. Rather they put 
forward the opposite of that .... to save man from slavery, not to free 
him and enslave him in another way . ., to bring him back lo I he lap 
of hi:-, l..nrd as a free and dear person, not to make htS bonds into 
chains for other men . , , to free lit in from the compounds of Ills 
weakness and from being dominated by tlie material. 

Was tills materialism a hunger which disfracLed his reason through 
his stomach or was it a satiety which made his reason be entertained 
by his stomach? 

The awakening of reason to its full extent had been brought by the 
Message, nol ihe awakening nf the appetites lo cliuir lull extent, It bad 
come to wipe out I riba I loyalties so that I he y may be united in one 
loyalty by which the Arabian Peninsula would be strengthened, IL had 
come to build up the Arabian Peninsula, to make a sound man „ , , 
then a sound society , , . then a sound release of true values, 

Yel up to now rhe Arabian Peninsula had not been buill up. In the 
view of'Ali b- Abi Talib, it was in neEd oT Lhc kind of building winch 
would be concerned with its foundations . . . man first of all , . , and 
Lhc ruler was the first man who had to be built. 

You know that it is not appropriate for the ruler to be involved in 
lust and bloodshed, and Lu be mean with die laws and trust of (lie 
Muslims, for then his appetite will be for their property . . , Nor Is it 
appropriate for him to he ignorant, for then he will lead them astray 
through Ills Ignorance. Nor i.s ii appropriate for him to be brutish, for 
he will cuL ihem off through his brudshness. Nor is it appropriate for 
him to deal unjustly with states, for then he will show favour to one 
people apart, from another. Nor is it appropriate for him to he corrupl 
in the law, for then he will take away their rights and stop them 
without conclusive evidence. Nor should he bu inactive in operating 
the practice of the Apostle* for then he will destroy the community. 

The task h not an easy one. The education of fi people is nothing 
but a distant reflection which their rulers and leaders refiecL through 
their ability and administration, The Arabian Peninsula was in need of 
such a broad schooling before its forces were called upon to undertake 
campaigns ol conquest beyond its borders. Its borders were exposed 
lo what they would have t.o fortify against later . . , The Message had 
conie lo fortify them. Here "fortify” is not meant in a military sense. 
Rather it means that they were not yet fortified with the fortification of 
mature reason find productive thought. 

This is what was making the vacuum of its ignorance more extern- 
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sivc than the area of lee land. Therefore, (he conquests, which :i 
undertook,, constantly brought it miSitary victory while no real 
spiritual victory was recorded for il except the Menage which was 
capable of giving il precedence over the blade of its sword. Whenever 
that true structure was made possible in the Am hi an Peninsula, then 
of its own accord it would abound in its environs with irue conquests 
which brought about spiritual victory without, any need of the sword 
blit rather through the power of thought radiating wiih I ruth und 
justice. The sword could not achieve for the M ess age the kind of 
victory which reason, brought by the Message, eould achieve for the 
Message. 

All that "Aii b. Abi Talib saw front his isolation. He saw ihc tribes of 
lay y. Asad, Ghajaian and Tam in acting in the former jgnorant 
manner. He saw the path which I he family of Hash ini and family of 
Umayya walked along as they tried to wrest it from each other in 
order to get Lo a throne under which were concealed the pride and 
accoutrement of leadership. He saw the conquests achieving different 
aims and bearing dillbrenl fruits. He saw rhai the Arabian Peninsula, 
which was still slumbering in Lhc night of its yesterday, had been 
woken up like u startled .sleeper only to savour plunder and booty at 
the expense of the enlightened Message tu Such an extern that holly 
war had become a means lo booty much more that a means of realis¬ 
ing true goals. 

AH thai he saw with the vision of an onlooker. He made ready 
protective equipment for il to take the insJrurrtenE of administration 
when the reins of govern mem eventually came to him. As for that 
equipment, it was adorned to the greatest extent with a resolute deter 
min at Lem which could not accept any bargaining wdli truth. J'hus was 
his affair restricted by the blindness of the advice which ‘Abd al- 
Etaliman b- L Awf offered when the caliphate was handed to ‘ Uthman b. 
‘Affan. 


Ikiwccn two Opposites: The Filling is itself a Vacuum 

't ribal bias brought this old man to the caliphate. 

Slowdown, l 'Abd: at-Rahman b. C Awfl You wanted it as a condition 
and it was like that! C U than in b. Allan would only ever help to choose 
those men who had been well trained in the principles of I he Message, 
whom the tread of events had blisiered. whose minds and souls had 
become mature, who rejected the world as if it were meaner than a pip 
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and who worked for rlne INTekI World as the bJ-tsiy edi pi nee of habitation 
and return for ihemN 

In fact, ihe man whom the Apostle banished because he used to 
write against him and because he douhted the truthfulness of his in¬ 
spiration was the man whom 'Uthman b. ‘Allan found most helpful to 
him in government. Therefore ‘Ahd All all b, Abi Sarh been me gover¬ 
nor ol Egypi- 

Sunllarly ^-jI Waltd b. c ( "qha, another man who merited the curse ol 
the Prophet, was ilie man chosen for Kuf'n to wail for him to till Hie 
vacuum there and to organise its affairs and conditions. 

Mar wan b. al-Jlakam was according lo him the most well groomed 
and able man who uould be handed over the registers of state. The 
control of the registers id'slate laid the greatest importance since they 
brought control over the direction of the slate and its. internal and 
external policies. 

These were the officials whose duty was to supervise and oversee 
I he centres of the state which had begun to spread from the borders ol 
Armenia, Iran and Azerbaijan after passing through Trap and the 
whole of the Arabian Peninsula to Cairo in Egypt and Dnngcla in 
Nubia even up to Tripoli and Carthage in the West, even as far as 
Cyprus and Syria and all the colonics of the Byzantine litnpire along 
the shores of the Mediterranean, All these vast possessions could only 
he controlled by lb esc men whom c L r tbman could fund from the family 
of LI m ayya. 

Thu; was your condition* e Abd al-Rahman b„ c Awf. which Uthman 
so cursorily discarded, 

However, the importance of this matter was not only from that 
aspect. It went a great deal beyond that since the mere appointment of 
men from the family of Unsay y a to lake over I he administration of 
government was i>ol something which would change the course of 
history. Indeed the men from the family of Urnayya are like the rest of 
(he Leading personalities among the Arabs - , ^ Mu'awiya b, Ahi 
Sufyan was the great standard of family of Uinayya and one of the 
leaders with such cunning and craftiness as is rarely seen In history. 

It was not a matter of whether die men suitable for government 
ought io come from the family of Hasbirn or from the family of 
Untayya or from any other group which was neither llasliimite nor 
Utnayyad in order that government mighL correctly be carried out and 
in order that the thrust of the conquests might steadily eorttiliue- 

The matter was much more radical than such superficial suggea 
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lions. The view that a group could give up govenmeni aad hand it 
over lo another group would not save the situation- All that was really 
possible was that affairs should have been handed over lo men 
specially chosen whom ihe Message had polished and imprinted with 
its character because the Message was the only tiling which had been 
able lo unite Lhe various element of the Arabian Peninsula in order lo 
Impel (hern forward in its determined strength. H was that determined 
strength which had been able lo achieve the miracle of the conquests. 
If it had not been for the Message, the situation would have been the 
same as it was before. The sword of Khalid b. al-Walid was the same 
as the one he had had in his hand before the Message. So why had il 
not been able earlier to conquer Iraq and destroy the government of 
Heraclius unless it was because of the Message, which bad sharpened 
that sword, which had propelled thal arm forward and which had 
created reason in the leader? 

Mu'uwiya., that clever man, was the same man who used lo sprinkle 
dust on his forehead as he approached Hubs], He had not been able m 
see in a disLant glance the lofty towers of Damascus with iis. green 
gardens and its splendour on die banks o! I he river Barada until die 
Message had come. His resolution was derived from it. The Insire of 
his glory was taken from its magnificence so Ilial there came to him 
the most powerful city whose roots were sunk in Lhe heart of C.Ireeec- 

Pcrhaps S^d h, A hi Waqqas Would have only had a tent of skin 
and hair to resort to when his head used to rotate to seek the blessings 
of the goddess Manat. If it had not been for the Message which he 
mounted in the bloom of his life of ignorance, he would not have 
dreamt that he would sit in the courtyard of C hoes roe. 

All of that was brought about by the wonderful action of the 
Message. There is no doubt that everything beyond it would bring lhe 
Arabs back to the situation in which they had been. This is in fact 
what occurred- "Utilmail K "Allan reverted to some of his old 
practices of Lhe umc of ignorance and deviated from some of the 
Content of the Message. Similarly the .Message, which he had been 
created lo serve, came to be an awesome vacuum because of his use of 
men who did not understand it. 

'Ihe Death of ' Llthman fa, c Af¥an 

You would not have deserved to have been killed, old man . , . 
unless r ,, 

It is necessary at leas I that you should be credited with tlie virtue of 
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preserving the blessed Qur'an whose words you, ordered la be 
collected Etnd lixed between iwn covers to preserve iL. That should 
have been enough lo divert the arrowheads from your diesl. Yet 
before you, die arrow of treachery bad fixed itself in the breast of the 
one whom you succeeded. |l was an arrow sharpened with every 
meaning. Ye! it did mol hill i: Umar b. al Khattab in (he same way as u 
killed you. 

Fate has hidden forms in the blackest days . , , Among them is that 
which darts out on an arrowhead eaten by rust Among them is that 
which glidcc between the narrow pusses spitting out its poison with the 
kiss of a snake . . . Among them is that which keeps its talons and 
fangs bidden in the clothes of a sheep , , , Among them is that which 
iwims among corners where hatred and malevolence puirify rind the 
hands of virtue never touch them wilh generosity , .. 

Sturms of protesl were raised against you hut you pretended not to 
notice their arousal. When you woke up, the sword had anticipated 
reproach. The dilTcrcnee between you and 'TJmar b. □ l-Khat Lab is that 
Abu Lu'lu’a re belied against him because he wanted lt> protect the 
Arabian Peninsula from being mixed whh foreign tilings which would 
lead to i lie corruption of its situation and would get in ihe way of its 
progress along its new policy. He fell dead as a result of his harsh 
attempt Lu view Lhc future of his communily as his opinion directed 
him As for you, you were negligent by allowing room for poison lo 
infiltrate into rhe fresh body of your sLate. fhat poison murdered von 
insofar as the mistakes nHeaders hip were counted against you. 

The First Revolution in the History of the Arabian Peninsula 

Thu terror which settled over the scene the shedding of the blood 
of the dead Caliph was of the kind which follows the storm and 
which leaves clouds of dust in the air when ii suddenly abates. The 
storm which raged and then abated was of the frenzied kind which 
blows in the desert without its power being lessened by the folds offhc 
river-beds nor by the breasts of the hills. However, it was a revel Litton 
which blew in its gusts. r J lie situation of the ruler in it had every power 
to set it m motion so that rl raged al a time when he was the weakest 
man capable of withstanding it. This was the situation ol 'Utilman b. 
AfTan . . He had been able to create Lhe revolution or rather it had 
developed under him while he had sat on the throne of the caliphate 
butt he was unable lo withstand it, 

Tlie Arabian Peninsula had not experienced much in the way of 
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revolutions in their true sense despite (he fact that it had experienced 
them in their primitive forms, That was the attack which was; its first 
teacher, at whose feet it was a student and it could only offer il in ils 
meagre school some kasons in horsemanship. It mastered Ehe art of 
drawing the sword and spear, of shooting the arrow, of mounting an 
animal, of saddling a camel and of swift galloping after game. 

Islam came with its new Message, It brought about a revolution in 
circumstances, It was the firs l school which taught the Arabian 
Peninsula the art of Impulses and the techniques of revolutions. 

How sad il is for 3 nation which has not had a great school of such 
a noble kind! 1 

Thus it was 1h a! rhe Arabian Peninsula began to feel the value of 
man in it. [slam was the dawn of its history. The ride of the third 
Caliph was Hie first examination for the students of the new school 
whose pillars had been planted in the great prophetic society, from 
1 lie moment : Ut Ism an b. : A(Tan took control of the government with 
that inner disposition which was fascinated by a love of arriving 
without Hi is arriving having any but the most limited purposes, he was 
arranging things for himself without being aware of such a terrible 
end. When limited purposes arc satisfied they restrici whnl is in them 
and Hie ruler is nothing bui a consumer . . . Everything in life is like 
that. The means, which are employed to arrive at a result which is 
dispensed with immediately after ir has been achieved, are noi used 10 
carry it out. Only in this way can Lhe ruler be measured. If his goals 
are of ihe kind which lead nowhere, society will -rjeci him when it 
has used tip his use ,, , Society has no mercy. Thus the means whose 
object is not attained are rejected jusr as the governor who harms 
what has been entrusted to him es rejected, 

AH of that was involved in the esse of 'Uthman, The revolution, 
whose opening the Message encompassed, came re reject selfishness 
because selfishness w as a root cause for Lhc formal ion of the elements 
of its impulses, Here it is the preoccupation with governmenl and ns 
spoils including I re H sores, amusement and enjoyment, which poured 
all their abundance on 'Uthman and all the. members of me family of 
LTmayya, who circled under 'Uthman, one relative after another. It 
wat as if the conquest and all their gains were only to fill this vacuum 
and for the benefit of the family of Umuyya themselves. 

As stated earlier, the existence of the leaders of the family of 
Umayya would not strictly speaking have been the embodiment of 
mistakes if these men had followed a clear path of great purposes 

83 



/j^irrr li 


which were in harmony with rhe lints of (he Message which linti rmfide 
nil those purposes clear. 

These are some of the direct causes for she creation of the revolu¬ 
tion but they nre not all of them, There are oilier indirect causes which 
led to these results. If you were u> trace them back lo ihetr roots, the 
most appropriate of (hem is the six-fold meeting of election which 
chose him through (he final delegation of Abd aJ-Rahman h. Aw I’ 

In this respect i,i is necessary eo study Ihe situation in the Arabian 
Peninsula in a general way because there was art all-embracing under 
standing of the most appropriate leadership, which is well worth 
paying attention to, 

11 is well and dearly known that ihe Arabian Peninsula had, until 
the action of the new Message, been inhabited by a number of 
different societies within the one large society, Refractory tribes used 
to behave in ignorant ways. The history of Arabian Pen insula was 
liuered with ill is primitive reality, A situation like this i£ equivalent to 
a general decline in society so that it will he reflected in its economy, in 
its thcmghL and its communal life. 

Thc Message came and was able, after fierce attempts to suppress 
it. to impose its new system. The Arabian Peninsula quickly accepted 
it because h found in it the right medicine to heal its illnesses. II should 
be clearly understood that the Message was a rationality and a 
philosophy which was In accord with thu situation of the Arabian 
Peninsula. If it had not been that, society would not have accepted it 
so easily. However, in terms of being a rationality and philosophy it 
was also a reality which could only he realised in its activity because 
social man rejects philosophising rationality as knowledge and accepts 
il as influence and result, just as (lie sick man accepts the medicine 
only because of its benefit and not because of understanding its 
scientific composition. Such an understanding is shared by a small 
group called rhe elife. It is they who reflect this concept in the currents 
of society so Lhal ils true activity rnay take place. This elite Is 
responsible lo die extent of their understanding and lhey reflect what 
they understand. The highest leadership, then, should ultimately come 
from among these elite so that the appointment will he narrowed until 
it is limited in the summit nf men. 

The appoint men I may be wrong and it may be right. If It is right, 
rhai is the desired purpose, if iL is wrong, then the results will equal the 
extent of Hit; mistake. Thu result with regard Lo Thhman b, Affon 
points to the exigence of errors. From that it etfn be understood thfll 
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such leadership \$ (he last point in a chain of election which is noi 
correct. Otherwise he would he in harmony with l he sit nation for 
which he was elected- The situation was the result of an intellectual 
revolution which had begun to discard r.he spirit of tribalism in order 
to put in its place the true leadership of society. 

The Arabian Peninsula was convinced of the curredness of this 
principle and through it il had awoken to the true value of man. 
Therefore, i( did not accept ''Utiiman b. c Affgn as a dominating 
authority who would bring il back Lo its pasu especially as its ulcerous 
past was not far away and was still connected with its present time. 

The Message which had come to deal with the present situation in 
Lhe Arabian Peninsula also had to deal with another situation in order 
io oomplcLe its purpose. That was die extension of the understanding 
of it so dial it could extend the understanding of it from the elite (o ihe 
general masses, so (hat the conviction of the truth of jLs method of 
dealing with situations might go beyond the feeling of its value to die 
profound feeling of the inner reality of ill is value. This is what brings it 
from the area of superficial knowledge to the area of the culture which 
acquires a great range by means of rational practice. 

In the same way the conquests, which the sia?e achieved .slier the call 
of the Message, had gathered its forces, began to reduce tbc cultural 
training which society was in need of as in reflect uni spiritual equipment 
with which to arm iLsdf before arming itself with sword and spear, in 
this connection, it was essential that the election meeting should deal 
with this new situation in ibe light of reasoning which was appropriate 
£br dealing with the situation of states, not by means of superficial 
bargains and. by giving satisfaction [u the spirit of past times. 

The appointment of Uthman b. : Affaa to the caliphate did not lake 
into consideration the senility of the man in terms of Ins inability lo 
carry out any such real achievement and renewal, In the bame way the 
problem had not been studied with (lie care which lhe seriousness of 
events demanded so that the cause continued to grow and increase 
until it exploded in a revolution which lead to the death of the man and 
which threw the new society into the jaws of internal revolutions. He 
began to deal with it as If [here was fl way out whose advantage would 
be fell whenever need required him to complain publicly about a 
situation whether he had a right to make such a complaint or not. 

The Situation Lx posed 

The situation which was exposed by the death of the Caliph could 
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not have been covered by any of (lie other rivals, The; experiment, 
which had been going on for r dozen years or so. was hardly capable 
cii creating positive thinking about the nature of government, nnd the 
need for responsibilities to be taken by mature leaders. That does noi 
mean that maturity had become an a It-embracing factor. 

The hog rite elements were divided into two groups: a group of 
leaders who aspired lo pleasant positions and a group of people who 
complained ol oppression anti arbitrary government. However, (lie 
popular grievance did nut have much influence with those leaders. Et 
was uni) 1 the gathering of injustice which Hung to ir through the 
corruption uf'lhc government, 

It embarked on its action and then began (o took for someone to fill 
ihe vacuum. There was present in their minds that leader who was 
capable of administering justice. He was Lhe same man whom the 
situation had urgently needed I dr quarter of a century. Al lhai 
tremendous moment lhai question came hack which burned to find an 
answer; Why from Lhe beginning had he been pul aside from Lhe 
situation for which he was the most appropriate? 

The past had provided a veil by preventing insistence on looking for 
the answer, lhe presen! had no way to provide lhar veil. The position 
was one m which there was the greatest need to demand the answer. 

' AI( b. Abi Talib was the very support of the basis of (he corn 
niunity. In relation to the Message he was the whole Message, in its 
IdundatEon, in the method of preserving it. in spreading it, in the ways 
of defending it, He had the greatest chain of noble qualities; with which 
he was adorned. He was power, will, bravery, heroism, reason, 
knowledge, truth, justice,an exemplary model and perfection. 

What prevented the reins of power being handed to a noble hand 
'ike this nohle hand whose equal was not to be found in the whole of 
the Arabian Peninsula? 

As for Abu ' U bay da b, Jarrah, the present times refuse absolutely 
to listen to his advice. L Ali b, Abi Taiih was not at any time in his 
youth Jess w ise, less rightly guided, I ban lie was al any time in his 
maturity. Me was always anxious for lhe Message. Jle was noble and 
lie gave complete satisfaction in his character and his qualities. 

he had accepted that Lh-e caliphate should go to sonic one else of 
Lhe middle-aged leaders, it was because he was putting on the garment 
nf sell-dental. It was Sufficient for him ro sec the Message reclaim the 
Arabian Peninsula from its ignorance to reason, from shame lo pride, 
from the world to God, from stagnation |o movement. In ail that he 
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tried lg guide ihc stcp^ of those who had preceded him to Lhe leader¬ 
ship r.haL was his right, being satis bed with the truth of his religion a.nd 
its sueesss, This was solTicieni of Hie world for him,. 

As for the present., the Message had not remained in rbe same posi 
[ion and time. Il had been me widespread in extent and it could no 
longer be left in an exposed situation in Which greedy men played 
around with it and contpeti lot's lor power hurled it hack anti forth ai 
one another, Lce the bodies of Quraysh shake With Fear. Let their 
machination slick in their throats, (’he valuable treasure will never be 
a ttirget for plunder, 

Thus was the resolution on the night of the death of Ihu Caliph. 
Thus- did the ear of the revolutionaries Men to hear the answer which 
they hail continued to press to hear for quarter of a century from 
! AIi b, Abi Talib, himself, 

Between Hesitation and Aetcplflm-e 

They said to E AI|: "We do not find today anyone with more righi to 
this affair than you." 

c Ali replied: “Do not do it. I will be a belter helper for you than 
leader, 11 

In his speech on ihe day that they pledged allegiance to him r he 
said: ”1 am reluctant to Lake command of you unless I may be given 
full authority over you 

The reason which made ‘Ali b- Ab.i Talib hesitate to accept Lite new 
caliphate was lhe same reason which made him accept it. 

On one side, his own penetrating reason did not want the roles uf 
such a tragedy to be played around the throne of leadership because 
that would be something which would lessen the value nf ihe grcai 
position which had become a base lor the greatest empire in the Arab 
East, 

It was not to ihe advantage of this great expansion in ibe name of 
the new Message that it should become spread over the world that 
petty disputes about the way to arrive at the seat of power should 
gnaw at the custodians of the principles of its foundation instead of Lt 
being surrounded by conditions of greatness and respect, by which 
meagre petty whims were overcome much more than it should he 
characterised by a love of preference for greed , . Because of thal he 
strove to his utmost lo prevent the bringing about Hie sight of such 
tragedy, He was striving to bury the revolution by diverting il through 
reform, 
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He wuuIlI have been successful if Marwail b, al-Hakann had given 
I urn support in LhaU or if good intention had even brought 1 he hi Her 
close to I hut . . , However whai occurred changed the means of 
assessment and elmnged Lhc atmosphere into the darkness which was 
al Us roots. 

On another side* a new event game to lotus all its lights on him. It 
was as if the revolution was looking at him before it began to move, It 
was a result of a consciousness of il and also of a lack of con¬ 
sciousness . . . It bad decided and acted because ' : Ali b. Ahi Talib idled 
its mind with nil his greatness and his power. If he had not existed, it 
would have been 3esb impelled to realise what it had embarked upon. 
However. the revolution was looking at him without listening to his 
wisdom mid Inis advice. At all events, the revolution did not believe 
much in wisdom and advice, 

In the lace of this event, l Ali b, Abi Talih stood assessing affairs 
with disdain. He hesitated to accept the caliphate which was offered 
him as a duly because it came by a means in which there was a 
humiliation of leadership and a belittling of it. while it was something 
which should have been surrounded with protection and honour. 

However, reality imposed another duty on him which left him 
without his firm disdain. An empty position is not something which 
can be disdained , , . Then he realised that those who aspired 1o an 
alluring position were the very people who were depriving it of its 
great awe and were now rushing to plunder it of what respect 
remained to it. It was not possible for him to be tempted by leadership. 
AI no lime did he ever seek the praise and treasures of the world. As 
much as was offered him, so much he rejected, However, he was com. 
pel led to seek the caliphate because he had complete faith in him self 
and there was no such faith in anyone else and by virtue of the fact 
Thai he was the one capable of defending lhc inosl blessed and noble 
task which thought set forth for the creation of the great man who was 
the inheritance of precious life. 

He was no less concerned than the Prophet in the Message which 
tine Prophet had put forward. He arid the Prophet were its fathers. In 
chest terms, the Apostle had said to him: “You. All, and I are the 
fathers of this community. 1 ' 

The Message belonged to him and il was part of him, of hk reason, 
uS his heart, and of his whole existence. So who could have more right 
LG defend himself than him, himself? 

"I bus, it was not love of public appearance which impelled him 
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earlier in demand this right. Nor was it love of acquisition of booty 
which now impelled him to accept, . , Indeed the Message, which bad 
become a realisation of the objects for which it was built and which 
would never leave the Message, made him withdraw from anything 
less, than its fuli extent. 

r Ali b. Abi Talib answered the call of the revolution and accepted 
the caliphate. In his hands was equipment made ready for the govern¬ 
ment whose horizons had become overcast with gloom, 

The Perfect Lqulpmem 

1 1 is clear th<»l the coming of the caliphate to x Ali b- Abi Talib was 
an unexpected occurrence . , , That was in relation to the events of the 
hour hecause ii was not much expected that the rule of the third 
Caliph would end in him being hilled, even though !hn*. had come lo be 
something which should be taken into account during the last period 
of his reign. 

Vet in relation to the new Caliph, the suddeness of government did 
not come upon someone without proper preparation for govern merit - 
From die lime of Lhe death of the Apostle, even during the Prophet’s 
own Life and from Lhe time of die announcement of the Message to the 
ruling assembly of Quraysh, lie had been practising the administration 
of government, He had practised it while he was a youth watching 
over the movement of every change towards the noble Prophet. Then 
he had practised it while he was & young man who did not leave the 
company of his cousin for a moment while the latter was receiving in¬ 
spiration and moulding it into clear verses. I hen he had practised it 
while* in constant friendly association, lhe two held secret advisory 
meetings about how to transfer what had been given in trust into the 
framework of action. Then he had practised it in co ordmatmg a 
protective emigration whose preparation and defence would give the 
Message lime. Then he had practiced il On Ilia return to Medina where 
the gatherings of the Ansar waited for him. 

Then he had practised it through his great faith and reason which 
produced in his tongue and his arms that rare bravery and heroism, 
He waded through the dust of a continuous sequence of glorious 
battles of defence in order so plant the Message on a basis of strength 
and firmness, which would make It rely upon them to Che greatest and 
most wonderful outburst which the Message achieved on the pages of 
history. 

As for the fact that he had been absent from the meeting in the hall 
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of the Rann Sa’ida, Rial meeting in which his right to the celipltntc hrjd 
taen abusc-U. lhai did not prevent hhn from perfecting his practice of 
government throughout a quarter of a century. He continued to 
practise it by careful supervision and he went with it from event to 
event, participating with the three custodians of it with loyal sincerity 
as he was Lhc first of the family of the Prophet, as he was the Com 
panion of the Message, the first of the Companions, the most truthful 
of ilie reporters of Use 'I radiLions of the Prophet and the leaders of 
scholars of religious law. 3 fe was the man with the sineerest judgement 
and ihe most deep-rooted scholar of (he time. 

liis practice of supervision was one of the most intense forms of 
training which he acquired. His shill extended from the correct 
administration of the people of the Arabian Peninsula to the correct 
administration of the rest of the p&uples and the transference of the 
Message from its Meccan framework to tls world role. How then 
could it be said Lhtit ihe caliphate did not come to ‘Aii while he wax in 
need of acquiring the proper administrative equipment for it? Rather 
Lhc contrary h galloped speedily to catch him up so that Its path 
might be made straight by his path, indeed his equipment to govern 
was ready and perfect . . . ready from its very basis with all the 
attributes oi government. 

These cannot be properly encompassed by many paragraphs ol 
writing, from first to lust they can only be limited and summarised 
within the structure of the personality. 

li was only possible for bAli b H Abi TaEib to understand society an 
being a personality formed Oil the basis oi virtues, He emphasised 
ssjcIi virtues so lhat it would be possible Co build from (lie structure of 
ihe Arabian Peninsula a structure which would gather its tribes into 
one tribe for ihe general benefit of the Arabia. Peninsula. These alone, 
in his view, were the tilings which would build the true society, 

h seems appropriate lo illustrate litis by drawing lhat heart like a 
tree under which man progresses in I he lap of being, since he springs 
from it and to ii he will return. 

From the diagram opposite, it may be understood ihat being in iis 
totality is God - the Mighty and Bxalted Who is (he Great Cause, 
lie is ihe complete essence, the perfect reality. Lhe constant sub¬ 
sistence . . . unalterable and unchanged. Indeed an existence in which 
that which has no beginning and that which has no end come together. 
Gut of hump, comes man with his [WO qualities: reason and body. 

From the lirst aspect, reason which is unpolluted by Ihe body is 
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paramount* This reason is what is able to come into contact with the 
essence nf being so Lhat from this Contact h can beget the threads of 
k now! edge. 

Knowledge, in its Ltirn. which is in contact with Lbe reality of 
essence, is transformed from the mCLal of the soul to become Lhc 
culture of man. Thus that Culture is the result of this light giving 
contact. Through this contact it coalesces and it subsists through its 
coalescence insofar as essence lias singled it out. ! he results of it are 
virtues, skills and glorious deeds. 

As for virtues* skills and glorious deeds, they impregnate one 
another to produce successively truth, goodness and beauty. These 
three elements are in harmony and in their lap grows the civilisations 
of man, Oul of which are born equally justice, happiness and idealisa¬ 
tion. the Lhrce springs which are the plenitude ol'perfecL being. 

From the second aspect, the body, which is the dwelling place of 
reason, is paramount. The body through its association with reason, 
which in turn is in contact with the essence, acquires ability, 

Ability itself remains meaningless until the glory of knowledge lias 
blessed it and at that time h becomes (irnter and becomes will, 

Will, in turn, lacks direction , , , Rich culture guides ils Steps and 
then will is a domed with the beautiful gleam which is bravery r . , 
Bravery irself would remain an unjust force unless il was burnished 
by truth, goodness and beauty. Then il is transformed into heroism by 
which souls and minds live before arms and bodies have become 
strong. Heroism has the measure of beauty, the measure of LruLh and 
the measure of idealisation, It is the ornamcni of perfection which is 
the best ornament with which the personality of man is clothed. The 
resuh is a society which develops on the basis of these interlocking 
virtues into an ideal society into which no factors of weakness gain 
access, 

Thus was the plan drawn front the beginning, from the time that lie 
carried the Message in his hand by which he appeared as a saviour to 
the Arabian Penin-sula. Throughout his life he had applied it to 
himself. His belief in God was a firmly rooted belief so that seldom 
was his conversation free of the mention of his Lord, Hta reason was 
involved only in the- essence of that being which was God and he had 
perfect knowledge of its most glorious meaning, l-le was trained in this 
knowledge of it because of an overflowing store of virtues and bless¬ 
ings so that it was only possible to say that ,; Ali b. Abi Talib was the 
ideal of magnanimity, truth and purity and the ideal of ability which 
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was armed with faith, truth and justice. In him a firm will was 
enveloped and over him a rare bravery flowed. Through hi mi an 
extraordinary heroism emanated so that his ideal personality stood 
out as the exempla for his people to build the Arabian Peninsula into 
i ha l ideal a true lure, 

Now he was constitutionally handed the control uf the government, 
or rather the reins of government were thrust upon him as a result of 
the tremor bora out of need for him. 

Today’s government ES different from yesterday’s, 'Ah b. Abi l aljb 
had had to bear the burdens of repair and the burdens of resumption 
along the last long journey, The Message was no longer a child crawl¬ 
ing between Mecca and Medina, Mow it had become that runner who 
covered vast distances regardless of borders. The swaddling clothes of 
childhood were no longer appropriate for Et, It had come to need to 
gird Its Joins for its rapid journey. 1 1 did not descend upon any area 
without taking possession of its existing civilisation and its proved 
power. It would have been unjust lhal sonic who did not understand 
its value should have endeavoured to transmit its blazing glory. 

AJi b. Ahi Talib understood that men who had not yet been com¬ 
pletely enlightened by the Message were carrying it. The conquest 
which it had achieved had indeed been brought about by its actual 
power more than the power of those who curried it. When the con¬ 
quest returned to his guidance, the result would only serve the word Iy 
interest ol the Arabian Peninsula to a slight extent. The Message, 
which was the world and religion, could not be absolutely confined 
within (tie borders of the Arabian Peninsula. Religion belonged to God 
and God did not. only exist for the Arabian Peninsula. 

In relation to the Message, the Arabian Peninsula had die pride of 
being its birthplace, the honour of being the place of its origin. How 
.shameful for it to be Less m value than its birthplace and lower in 
degree than What had issued from it. Because of that, AH, in his 
concern for the Message and in his concern for the Arabian Peninsula, 
saw that the training of the inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula in the 
virtues of the Message whs the lirsi duty which had to precede all the 
conquests. However, the conquests, in the name Of She Message, had 
preceded the required order of progress. Instead of the hoped for 
benefit being achieved, they Jed to the contrary of that- The conquests 
which had been ex peered to strengthen and fortify the personality with 
virtue bud brought it to a state where it became sunk in the mi dm of 
wealth and booty. These bad corrupted with their world its religion in 
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which its culLure had not yet taken deep root 

Even so, the. vicious whirlpool bad struck "Uthman b,'AA'an. So he 
buill palaces at the expense of the sacred struggle and his family and 
IriCEids sunk into the same squalor into which he had sunk, so that, 
history records him with the mockery which sticks to his name and 
brings disgrace to the history ot'llte conquests. 

This present situation was no less urgently in need of being dealt 
with. Nor was a return Lo what had been before possible, nor was it 
possible to go Forward with the old policy with the contents of its 
results. Thus the caliphate imposed on "All the burden of struggling on 
two fronts: the Front which involved treatment of Lbe Aral) personality 
again and a front which would deni with the conquests in order to 
restore Lhcir original meaning. 

Here the chief problem was the leaders of the Arabian Peninsula 
who were still spurred on Lo go backwards to Lhal pride in Lheir 
tribalism which used to uppeur from time to time whenever occasions 
presented t item selves to impel them into making their spirits, which 
were tick with love of leadership, take refuge in it, I his was the ease 
even to the ex Lent Lhal Lite kind of rule which had been ended with 
their relative and Friend W'us no longer possible in Lhe new mould 
which existed. Their preoccupation with expansion by conquest had 
helped them to remain tike that insofar as they put themselves in 
charge of the waging of wars in order Lo increase their gain by that on 
the levels of materialism and power of leadership. The second level 
helped Lo realise the first. Thus they used the Message as a means and 
not ns an end in itself. Every crisis which clashed with their interests 
made each of them jump (o his tribe without showing any concern lor 
die relapse which might affect the Message. 

Another important problem, from another aspect, was the group of 
people, for whose sake the Message had come in order to alleviate 
their wretchedness and awaken Lbe mart that was in them. These 
people were ihe toys which those leaders still played with. 1 hey made 
them 1 vehicle fur lheir whims and their caprices, They used them to 
attain lheir ends and the objects of their desire. Those very people, 
deprived of their culture, were hurled into the arena to bring about [In. 1 
conquests. J lie- food of booty, ai the hands of prisoners, brought them 
deiiglq. However, even though that might continue for them For fi day, 
it would never last fur two days. I he Message had only come Lo bring 
satisfaction lo Lheir whole lives and it would only ever bring real 
satisfaction to them by awakening Lheir reason, the unique factor in 
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lhe growth of their noble economy, Indeed the fruits of the conquesl 
did bring satisfaction lo all these people. Greedy hunger began to 
mobilise diose who remained distant from the rabies. Thus 1 lie 
Menage which was created to unite was exposed once more to a 
disintegration which was even worse Ibttil what had existed before. II 
was amid such such charts ihai the Arabian Peninsula was revolving 
in the last days of ' Uthman b, Allan so that when a revolution burst 
forth it could only have c Ali b, Abi Taltb before Its eyes as its saviour. 

It was such kind til'people in the Arabian Peninsula, from tenders 
who were always trying to strengthen iSieir leadership to people who 
continued to be made wretched by what hud affected I hem in l heir 
days of ignorance, it was this which faced Ali fit the beginning of his 
Caliphate. So he had to look, back to how he might build a new man 
who would be more appropriate as a properly developed instrument to 
bring Lo completion I he (rue meaning oT the conquests. Tn the face of 
this painful situation, Ati b Abi Talib buckled down lo his difficult 
task, of restoring and putting to use thill hem ism which had not 
become separated from him for n single day. St, its very self* had con 
tinuetl to be hk> equipment from the very moment he became aware of 
! he Message until that day. There can be no help possible for anything 
which does not take refuge in it and in llun i| found the completion ol 
all its conditions. It was for dm reason that he was never content to 
allow any kind of bargaining and deals and why he would always use 
every one of his virtues witlioul ever exhausting them In order to 
arrive at building a true man in the Arabian Peninsula. He would offer 
himself as the ideal model and he would give perfect support bee ante 
he would remain the very titular head ot faith in God. the idea of truth, 
magnanimity and sincerity, rhe ideal of bravery and heroism in the 
defence of the values of truth, goodness and beauty. 

He would remain and along wilh him lire noble Prophet, the two 
essential fathers of the Islamic Community, 
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III 

THE BURDENS OF LEADERSHIP 

'Ah' said: “Whoever sets himself lt P a<i atl Imat* r over (he 
people ttwfi ( begirt by fetching h ft an? If before hatching (he 
people, fie frill announce his training by his example 
before doing it b) his tongue. The man who teaches and 
trains himself is mure worthy of honour than the man who 
teaches and trains the people.” 


The New Standard 

"We have come to a time when the most people have adopted 
treachery as something clever and when ignorant men have induced 
them into practising cunning plots. . . . WhaL is wrong with them? 1 " 
Thus spoke "A Is. 

I'he new standard* which fluttered so preciously above the heads of 
the Muslims, which Sheltered all the quarters of the Arabian Penin¬ 
sula and under whose furl conquest had spread from the rising of the 
sun in the East to its ■setting in the West, had become ragged :n its 
threads and its colours had faded. It was no longer worthy, after 
quarter nf n century, of realising the heart beats of this passionate out 
burst arid of shaking with (his tempestuous power. Because of this, 
il was necessary to replace the si an da rd of the eagle with anoLbtr 
standard so that it could carry the true naLurc of the time and its 
flowing colour Because of that, it was necessary that its til reads he 
woven and its colours dyed in a way which would overcome lime 
without disappearing or changing. This kind of firm weaving and 
(borough dyeing could only be found a l iliac time in the shirt of 
'Ulhnnan, 

Even up to the present time this shirt of ' Uthman ss still I be 
st find and of throbbing bands uf soldiers. No Thread of it has yd 
become damp and the glow of its colours still remains. Thai is a 
painful reality . . the .shirt of "Uthman. O. would that llie Arabian 
Peninsula had never known a loom which wove such a shirt .as this! 
Would (hat c (Jlhmari had never had any shirts I The Message had 
come to destroy sue r h looms but destruction was his late from them so 
that he dressed! in all the shirts from such looms. 

Don't you see the practice of .self sacrifice? Did not Jesus come 
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before to destroy the wood of rbe crosq? Yet wai not, the .Greatest of 
crosses his fate? And what of Socrates? Did he not Luke the cup in 
order to cleanse it from poison? Hut he could not do it until he had 
swallowed the poison, Thi-u is Lhc story of £ A3i b. A hi Talib during his 
age, 

ii was decreed ilmi he should wear the shiri of C U thru an. However, 
the shirt of TJthmin did not have those solid threads nor did its 
colours have that glow, If : A3i b- Abl Talib had nol puL eL on, it would 
have been put on in Damascus as evidence of crime. So generations 
saw it. as always providing exoneration. Thus those who wore the shirt 
have put on the eternity of the crime and the shirt of Uthman remains 
for them the standard of die age. 

The Beginning of Government 

There is nu doubL that the beginning of government was for "All b. 
A hi 3 a lib a crowding in of burdens and the end would never be less 
than it. At all everts, he did no i seek govern merit as a means of 
pleasure and enjoyment, Rather he sought it for its responsibilities and 
its burdens. 

"The responsibility which has been put on men of knowledge is that 
they should not show approval of the gluttony of the wrongdoer, nor 
of starvation of the oppressed. They should nol follow a path of 
reconciliation and softness towards that but they should firmly attack 
it' - 

Advice came lo him from al-Maghir-a b. Shifba and I bn 'Abbas that 
he should bargain arid be friendly. He refused and said: “3 will noi 
cheat my religion, I will not give in to base conduct in my affairs," 

How does be do (hat? Is his path unique and pure? Whom does he 
fear? What does he fear? 

"Whoever fears death will not escape it. Whoever wants to remain 
here for ever will nuL be granted it." 

Is it from the world that Its treasures and bounties and praises arc 
kept away from him? What can a man who has been created for Hie 
Next World do with this world? What will a man who will soon be 
deprived of wealth do with it while his responsibility and his account 
remain? 

He did nol wear things of the world except for a shirt of white 
cotton and respected armour. He did not cat cxeepl for a few grains of 
barley crushed in his bands, a dry morsel for Ids mouth. He did not 
live in palaces but rather in the humblest of huts. He did not ride any 





animals except a good horse in battle, For fiim poverty was an end, 
power n means. 

■' I lie world is a place in which [will come to end and its inhabitants 
will emigrate from it . . . It is pleasant in bloom, li comes quickly to 
die one who seeks ii and it is obscure in the heart of the on looker. 
Journey from it with (lie best of the provisions which arc provided lor 
you. l>o not ask from it more than wliftl is sufficient to live and do not 
seek from it more than the means of sustenance/ 1 

Once c Asim b- Ziyad ftl-llarithi asked him: ■'Commander of I lie 
faithful, why is your dress so rough and your food so course?” 

“Woe upon you”, he answered him, Ll J am not like you. Cod has 
required (he Imams of justice to value themselves with the weakest of 
men so that the poor man is not disturbed by Ins poverty.’ 1 

I his world, which he dealt with asceticaEly and piously throughout 
Ins life and to which he stretched out his hand in honesty and truth 
and heroism, was something which he was never able at that time to 
grasp with the grasp of a beggar who loved it and of a man who was 
greedy For its apartments. He would never be a friend of it ... At that 
time he only came forward to explain the programme of life which had 
been drawn up . . . how the world should be looked at; how it was 
possible lo use it as a tool to arrive at the ultimate destination; how 
iL was appropriate for man to agl in ii .is a mature understanding 
reason; and how die protection of society could only be carried out on 
the l.i as is of the consciousness of a rational person who was rightly 
guided. 

Snull a clear programme as this was the plan oPAIi b. Abi Talib in 
ail its facets. He laid ii on hi in self and he lived it all hie life. He spread 
it in all bis words and actions , , . He was never able, in any way, in the 
world to reduce its value and to cut n single thread from the substance 
of its texture. He became, to the limit of himself, its constant colour 
and its ultimate support. 

From [his. bargaining was not a possible way to open its door. Nor 
did ihe ilirual of death have any real role in nny part of fils plan . . , 
because death , in his view, when it Clll him off from life - and it would 
certainly do so - would never be able to cut him off from his Lord for 
Whom he worked and Lo Whom he would return. 

He said : "1 patched my cloak until I was ashamed of it. : . patches. 
Someone asked me; A rein you going to throw it away. J replied: Gel 
away from me. Ii; lilt morning the people will praise the generous 
Lord/* 
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Fie also said jus! before his death: '‘Tomorrow you will look back at 
my lime and my innermost thought will he revealed to you, You will 
recognise me after I have .left my position and another has taken my 
place, 1 ’ 

As lie looked at TJthman following a plan which had not been 
drawn up by the Message, it became impossible for him, while he held 
the reins of government, Lo abandon the plan as it had been first laid 
out. Similarly the revolution which blew, rooting out corruption, 
would not have been born if it had not been for the fact that it drank 
from li;$ wholesome spring. 

Since bargaining was excluded in word and spirit from the speech of 
"Ali, another word lo express its meaning had to take its place. . , and 
Ei was firmness. 

This firmness was not able to convey any frivolity, lie had hewn it 
from that harshness with which the metals of truth and justice are 
adorned. He had coloured it with that magnum sly and honesty and he 
had given it that bravery and heroism. Indeed it was a true expression 
of his absolute purity, his grcHl precious ness, his thoughts of genius, 
He would never be without this firmness because il was the support of 
tits unique personality. It was his guide throughout all bis life, Il is that 
which accompanied him in ail his struggles and il is dial which still 
accompanies him even now in the history of his eternal memory, 

He began to carry out ihe administration at (he moment in which he 
was banded the legal power of administration. He dismissed the gover¬ 
nors whom tlie late Caliph had appointed over the territories, all con¬ 
quered by the force ol" the Message. Instead of them he put men tested 
in virtue and he gave them a new slogan "cleanliness'. 

This cleanliness would be understood by such words as truth, 
honesty, sincerity, piety and kindness, 

He never entrusted a governor with a tusk over the people without 
addressing such words a& follows 

”To Ash r ath b. Qays, Governor of Azerbaijan, 

Your task is not a means of fulfilling your appetite, Rather it is a 
trust invested in you. You will observe those who arc above you. You 
have no right tn offend your subjects. You will only risk trust. In your 
hands is wealth which is part of the wealth of God. the Mighty and 
High. You a,re only its storekeeper until you hand It over to me. 
Perhaps I may not be the worst of your rulers to you, Greetings”. 

“I’o Ziyad, son of bis father, 

3 swear a true oath before God; If 1 am informed that you have 
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betrayed any of the Muslims' booty, whether lirde or large. [ will 
attack you with a violence which will leave you little wealth, a heavy 
back and meagre affairs. Greetings.” 

He also said tu himr '"Be a moderate man and leave off squander 
mg. Remember tomorrow during today. Take from wealth the Amount 
you need and offer Lhc excess to the Lime of your need, Do you expect 
God fo give you the reward of the believer while you are one of the 
proud rowards Him? Do you aspire to Him while you wallow in 
pleasure? The weak and the widow will deny to Him that you should 
receive she reward of those who give alms. A man will only be 
rewarded for what lie has done before arid he will only reach what he 
set out lo reach. Greetings/' 

In this manner did Imam L Ali hand over the reins or affair to men on 
whom he imposed clean hands from his own hand and an honest 
programme from his own tongue and resolute actions from his own 
firmness. He distributed to them a list of the principles which il was 

necessary to adopt to block errors_ 

"By God. if you found hi eii whom women marry and by whom 
main dacrv unis arc owned, you would reject him,” 

“There is wide scope in justice . . . Whoever justice restricts would 
hu even more restricted by injustice. " 
rt A man who has no manhood has no religion." 

“ s he liar has no honour.” 

“A branch of anything must grow out of its root/' 

"The shadow of the lame is crook Ed,” 

'The false circulates for an hour while 1 lie truth circulates until the 
Firm: Hour/" 

"Let not ambition tempt you and then God will make you free." 

“Be a helper to the oppressed and an opponent Lo the oppressor." 
“The poverty of leaders is easier than the leadership of the 
ignorant/" 

: At I he final testing a man will be honoured or humiliated.” 

"A man's state is decided by his avoidance of things forbidden and 
his practice of things which are virtuous,” 

“The wickedest of rulers is the one Icared by the innocent,” 

"The administration of'justice involves three things: compassion 
with detenni rial ion; a thorough examination of justice; and bestowing 
benefit with purpose." 

'"Truth is n rutting sword.” 

"A just Imam is better than lands and camels.” 


ILK) 
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' ( The garment of reason is Uie noblest of clothes." 

li Be assiduous sti doing work Whose rewards will nol disappear." 

' ( Thc one who rides in justice will lie overturned by his mount/' 

. ►, And so (he advice and provurbs which ibis list contains go on *. 
. and they refer to no other way to behave. 

T his very firmness is whal he gave to his leaders and governors 
whom he directed to work for the general policy' under its inspiration, 
fie restored justice to its true place. The refinement of ihe man of the 
Arabian Peninsula was the appropriate refinement for mankind 
nis opponents seized on it in order by That to meet him with that 
triviality and futility. They Look refuge in the discord which they 
created. They had a matchstick from the shin, of Thhinan. 

T he Ominous Shirt 

Woe upon you, INT/man b. Bashir, you who bear the crime which 
you wandered around with, which you gave body to, which you blew 
poison into and which you spread like a disease I 

You, carrier of Ike plague whose evil pestilence will infect you. your 
family, your loins, your tribe, every area of Hie Arabian Peninsula .., 
Mu : awiya, : Amr h. al 'As, Syria so that it moves from there just like 
I he conquest moved to Egypt «nd Africa, to Iraq and Khurasan , . . 
from this day of yours to your tomorrow, to tile generations who will 
follow your time and will record your shame fashioned by your 
ignominy. 

What are you carrying under your arm? What Cover do you wrap 
around ihe Verses of your Rook and the praises of your struggle? 
Where do your feet take you. you trumpet-carrier and easLanet ol Lhc 
Arabs. Woe upon you. did you not realise that the one who carries evil 
is worse chan the evil, that lhc unc who carries discord is worse ihari 
the discord! 

O wronged relative who stayed away . . . .slow down! Did you not 
spring to what should have guided you rightly as you walked along the 
road to Syria. It is your period ignorance which taught you to bury 
people alive. Fellow, if it did not teach you to bury ihe great evil and 
Lo suffocate blind discord, didn’t your new religion? 

0 standard bearer of ihe conquest, has not (he window uf gener¬ 
osity in faith and the splendour of rationality opened in your heart? 
Go gently on your road, Mu^man b. Bashir ... do not Imrry, The shirt 
of irthmtm which you carry, together with the cut Imgcrs of Na'ila 
which you take„ is only your own worn out shirt. You were still 
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wen ring il before; you were born , ,, It is the fingers of your left hand; 
which were cul because of your ignorance ns a punishment for !heft. 
Yet you still steal, even now, Lhe virtue of your new religion which you 
have adopted in order to carry lhe discord which you spread wherever 
you go. Stay in your place , . . Do not go beyond the borders of the 
Arabian Peninsula, Dig a deep bole arid throw your shirt into il and 
hide your hatred and your malevolence in il, Then go buck Lo where 
you fled from. It is not appropriate for you to spread the bioud whose 
responsibility is heavy. Its burden is from Lhc time of ignorance. Its 
concealment would he one nf the virtue* of your religion. Be above 
such, an act. The vengeance which you strive for will only lead you to 
grief and destruction. Heaven wiil never be attained by you inasmuch 
as heaven was ever calculated fur you. 

Come back to reason. The tribulation whose lire will break out is 
not in your interest, nor in lhc interest ol your Arabian Peninsula, il 
you gather fuel for it in order ro increase its conflagration . . . ft at her 
on the contrary, quench it by the spring of your intelligence and abate 
its. blazing through the abundance of your wisdom if you ha ve¬ 
il nderst a riding . . . Pour snmc solace on its instead of poison . ,. Ladle 
oul for it from forgetfulness something which will heal it, not some 
thing which will tear it open. 

O one who calls out. .. O bearer of a new reason , . „ O carrier of 
true thought . , . O conqueror of new territories in Lhe name of lhc 
Message . .. O raider against ignorance whose fortresses you destroy 
. . . You hesitate and there ts nothing in ihe echo except poison, Shame 
upon you that you return to your barrenness, destroy your religion, 
aiarm your people and curdie the. splendour of your praises. 

Bury that shirt. Fur God's sake bury it. . , , Act from your heart, 
from your reason, from your sinews ► , . and then go back to your 
people. Give balm to a wound which is bleeding. Abate a rancour 
whiuh is full of vengeance. Reunite a umi which lias been dismem¬ 
bered. Call out the Message. .It is great. It is all-embracing, it brings 
oneness and unity. 

Do you not see. NtTrriait b, Bashir, that you should think and act? 

The ^ainfuE Situation 

The crisis which burst forth with Lhe death oPUthman and began 
to spread his shirt beyond the Arabian Peninsula, beyond every part 
of the world which the standard of the new religion had reached, was 
noi a newly originated crisis. It Siad been the crisis of Lhe Arabian 
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Peninsula since man had been there. H was a crisis which had heen 
with it just like its economic situation hud been with it: 

The. meanness of its hind reflected a meanness in its way of life and 
in at) its areas of work and thought. Its alfairs had continued to he 
dealt with from the narrow aspects of customs and traditions in which 
they were dot lied for a Song period of Lime to the extent that to modify 
them had become something nf great difficulty. 

It had become known that the new Message had come to. proclaim 
a new man who would be able to take control of his situation and 
develop ii- The first thing which had to lie begun was the preparation 
of reason so that it could become an actual force m the creation ol this 
development and in propelling il to improve the economic situation. 
This structure, which fumed first at thought, had succeeded to u great 
extent in creating a man who had begun to use his reason- 

In fact, the religious tendency which took possession of the reason 
of the Arabian Peninsula, really made it a centre tor a number of 
intellectual eruptiuos, which branched nui to East and West and 
which brought about some victories. 

However, the Arabian Peninsula, whose reason the religion had 
been able to bring into motion* had nos yet bean able to submit its 
culture to it because culture is a continuous practice and reflection in 
the minds of men over a very long period- That culture was like lhe 
return of a voice after it hud been wandering around ail the areas of 
the cave in which the cull find been issued - . - thaL. is. ihe culture, widi 
which the individual in society was adorned. led him from that society 
alter 1 1 had completely embraced him. I he new culture ot the Arabian 
Peninsula was nf a special kind It bad not reached beyond a position 
which remembered a lime which was not more Lhati foui uecadcs 
away. It was still a culture clearly mixed with what had gone before. Il 
was a culture in a state of transition. Insofar as it was needed to be a 
basis for an impulse !o realise a rational economy by dependence on 
which it would maintain its motivation and continuation, ll did not 
achieve anything much worth mentioning of this kind. Rathei the 
■contrary to that, occurred 

The conquests which the Arabian Peninsula achieved sank it into a 
superfluity of colonial prosperity insofar as ihcv enabled it to taste 
luxury without hardship. This permilled wealth was a I first distributed 
.among the leaders and the rulers, then gradually in the soldiers . . , 
until opulent classes were created us innovations. Materialism ruled as 
a tyrant over the spirit, indued that materialism became a stumbling- 
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block hi the way of a success which would have interwoven souls and 
mind* with the original culture which should have slowly taken its 
place in society, which in Lhat way would have been supported by a 
firm generous Lruu economy. 

This urge for temporary acquisitions did not include all lhe 
individuals among the people . . Those who were first to lake the 
battlefield were I he ones who returned with booty. Out ol' that was 
produced a new class consciousness which divided society, awakened 
in it feelings of mutual envy and spread chaos. 

The activities oft he conquests came to require much administration 
m the organisation of the army, in the organisation of iht: poll-Lux and 
the booty, in Hie organisation of pay and then also in Lhe organisation 
of ideas and their correct propagation unblemished by errors . . . 
alongside the organ is ul ion of the distribution of booty and wages to 
the people who had begun to expeel nn end to their poverty from lhe 
new acquisitions to a greEller extent than their slender economy could 
have formerly allowed them Lu expect, With all Lhat it was not possible 
for u young sLatc, occupied or every front, to organise itself and 
produce justice and equity. 

Oat of that grew- deprivation which caused differences to appear in 
a society which the earnestness of religion had not yel regulated into 
sound systems of application, then those leaders and rulers, who 
SOUghL to enjoy the pleasure* of wealth, began to hold on to their 
positions as a way of acquiring more. They began to protect their 
positions with a variety of methods. They gathered around themselves 
supporters and followers, 

] hat was a new tribalism which now an economy of a transitory 
kind supported so that other groupings of direct opposition arose out 
of those who were deprived. They could only find this in their old 
tribalism. They began to gather under the banners of tribalism and to 
take them with them wherever ihey went. 

In Kufaj for example, they were divided mto two groupings. The 
Eastern division belonged to the Yemenis and the Western division 
belonged iq the tribes of Nizir. 

Thus., we see, successively, that the success of Lhe Message which 
had been brought to build up man in thought and in the economy in 
the Arabian Peninsula had been brought into conflict with those 
obstacles which had Lo bo removed before it could continue its 
advance. 

That had escaped it while it was taking its first step 1 : along the road 
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wilh L Umar b. nt Khattab, who had only drawn some partial plana 
which were more concerned with the military aspect chan they were 
concerned with the cultural am] spiritual problem and with sound 
economic direction. 

In reality, the Arabian Peninsula was., and still is, in need of a 
spirituality capable of controlling whims and of preventing the eyes of 
the inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula being opened on civilisations 
which they are not suited to be swallowed up by; and of preventing 
them from ittllltrating into it without spiritual and intellectual prepara 
lion to acquire what is good mid reject what is bad,. 

"Umar b. al-Khattab Looked within the society anti he saw that the 
existence of foreign elements, in the situation of the Arabian Peninsula 
was spreading confusion toward the new Message, So lie ordered the 
removal of Lhose elements. The Christians travelled from Najran to 
Syria. The Jews travelled to Ariha. By way of preparing the Arabian 
Peninsula to be a basis for a religious republic with pure blood, he pre 
vented marriage with foreigners. He restricted ownership of property 
outside the Arabian Peninsula and he imposed limit at ions on this 
ownership like the payment of tithes, for example. Then he looked nl 
ihe circumstances of the soldiers and how they had become integrated 
during the operations of conquest with the conquered peoples in such 
a way thai this integration brought about an evil effect. So he set up 
special military camps lo which I lie soldiers were to go after the end of 
every battle. 

AJ Jawabi and Ehms were the bases for the army in Syria, : Am was 
and Tiberias in Jordan, Kufa and Basra in Iraq . „ , Jn order to 
control all these military activities lie set up the military registers. This 
was the first operation lo organise the affairs of state, eo control its 
income and to distribute ins works. 

Similarly I lie census came as a factor towards the completion of 
these organisation at operations aimed al bringing a distribution of 
wealth io the Muslims in semi-compensation for tb-sir meagre and 
weak economy. In its planning the economy did not appear lo have 
any direction which could fix it On a sound technical basis. It had been 
somewhat strengthened in relation So what had come into the stale 
from tfie widespread conquesl which it had achieved with extra 
ordinary speed. However, real concern for it had been abandoned for 
the time being so l ha I its plans for the development nf reason were 
based on borrowing from the surrounding civilizations everything 
which was beautiful and new. 
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['hose were thi. 1 aims and plans of ''Umar b. al K hat tab which 
looked lo the future From a scientific point of view, Do you think that 
lie was right in all [[lose techniques? Or dn you think that something 
of this kind would never be able to attain a degree of perfection 
without proper Administrative experience? That had happened at Llie 
beginning oJ die administration in a state which had began to establish 
its exigence tor [he first lime in iis history and these were only some 
plans and not all of them, which ought to have been drawn with Full 
understanding and care. Steps toward lhem ought tn have been taken 
with complete sincerity and impartiality and Ihey should have been 
studied completely realistically with greal restraint, They should then 
have been adopted fully and applied with every care and considers 
Linn. 

In the case of c Util mao b. ^Affari, he did not look for a plan to build 
society with the really .sincere care or vigilant application which were 
necessary. . . . The stale was allowed to stray away from its true 
purposes, The great values of thu Message began to be dissipated 
Lbrough the temptations of conquest. Conquest itself became rin end 
and a means towards which the people raced insofar as the battle- 
fronts bad become n crowded centre towards which the majority of 
i he inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula had journeyed. 

As for She rational spiritual Structure of society, it had been 
neglected as a result of the diversion caused by numerous tempta- 
lioni, including property, valuable treasures, prisoners* servants 
and money . . . and so on down ihc list of Lhings acquired by plunder 
and spoil. 

The wise people in the Arabian Peninsula became annoyed at this, 
as did Ihovc who were deprived. . - . Even the conquered territories 
which had been seired by [he splendour of the Message began to 
become annoyed wilh iho^e who had started to make it lawful lor their 
lands lo be expropriated. I he evidence for this is the fact that tile 
support For the revolution again si £ Uill man b. 'A (Tan came from 
hundreds, of men from Egypt who came to complain against the 
Caliph's failure to show integrity in government- This wan at t.bc 
beginning of the foundation of the new Mate. Yet there is no doubt that 
ihe firm basis was Lhai which was relied upon in the construction of 
die vasl edifice whose outline Lhu new religion had pul forward, Ihe 
mistakes which had occurred should only be reckoned against the 
leadership, since ir had failed tn show concern for reml&rcing the 
works of ihe foundation. I heat mistakes icd to results whose gravity 
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began to worry c Ali h, Abi Talib from the moment the helm of govern 
tnenl wan handed over to him. 

We have alluded 10 Such a concern in a previous section of this 
hook, jus! as we have indicated that *Ali b, Ahi Talib was always 
aware of the situation while, m the isolation forced on him* he watched 
the course of even Us. Now he assumed the reins of government and m 
I ns disposal were plans to put matters right, In compensate for what 
had gone wrong and to resume Lhe operation of building a sound 
structure. 

However, the situation had become much more difficult than the 
situation which had faced the Message in its ilrsl slages, . - - Then man 
could he gradually brought to awareness and was complaining of the 
burden of pagan leadership over him because it was the cause of his 
isolation and poverty. Now man had been awakened, prepared, and 
had liegmi to claim leadership as a means of gaining profit and con 
linuing those profits. 

Then man had been an innocent child. . . . Now man had become 
corrupted by sexual temptation. Then a primitive rationally had been 
easy to Acquire, . . , Now rationality had become again a disease 
which k added to its earlier slate. It required treatment for two shared 
sicknesses, Uteri die economy was cent nil and Customary. . , . Now 
the economy permitted things which were not fair. Then the culture 
which had jus! begun to take on rapid structure. . . , Now the 
awareness of civilisations led to the adoption of these civilisations 
without any proper understanding,, and the harm from them was 
greater than the benefit. Finally, the man who had brought the 
Message had still been present then to give proper supervision and 
convey his influence, . . . Now his absence from lhe scene revealed the 
weakness of rhe planning which ought to have been taken at lhe 
establishment of the foundation, Here we should note (list we have 
already clearly indicated that at the level of the Message the planning 
was not weak, because experience had hnought il in direct contact with 
the Qur'an which was what bruuglil about lhe Message through in¬ 
spiration from Heaven. Err! Am c Alt was someone whom the Message 
had formed at the hand of the Pmphei, peace be on him and his 
family. (Note inserted by the Committee.} ] 

All that was something which would never be easy to confront and 
to work to restore its organisation. . , , The conquest had carried il a 
long way away and it was in need of constant support to preserve its 
level, 
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fhe school of men who ought to have been able to understand these 
tilings, in order to educate the rulers and leaders to submit to the 
leadership o£ L these qualities, was not able to acquire (lie necessary 
equipment. The army itself, which had become tantamount to the 
whole eo mm unity, which had been eadled upon to undertake these 
conquests, was not the custodian of any intellectual and cultural value, 
il was an army which strove Lor acquisition far more than it strove to 
spread high ideals truly worthy of the people among the civilisations 
which had now been provided with a new garb. The leaders did not 
have effective control over il in view of the weakness of the organisa¬ 
tion and the weakness of the leadership. Even the Arabian Peninsula 
did noL improve its economy through the new acquisitions. Or Lbc 
contrary these new acquisitions made it enjoy imaginary wealth 
quickly consumed and leaving a worse effect than the Former situ 
atiom 

Thus the vicious materialistic trend which entered through the con¬ 
quest clashed with the culture which had gradually began to crystallise 
in the operation of illuminating reason and the soul. It sent il back to 
instincts and desires which Were a permanent cause of the- destruction 
of flourishing civilisations. How much more did d enter into a civilisa¬ 
tion which w r as still shackled by its primitive chamsl The extent of the 
situation existing then brought together the problem in order to throw 
on the shoulders of ''Ali b- Abi Talib the greatest and most extensive 
responsibility which the history of the Arabian Pen in aid a hud ever 
known. Thus through that he was the unhappiest ruler to carry the 
burdens of an entire people from the moment that he became con 
Scious of himself until his death. 

The Sides over Kufa and Syria 

AJ-Nu'man b. Bashir had not so much gone to Syria through the 
strength of 1m Eegt as he had gone there through the greed of tribal 
fanaticism wbieh had begun to split the slate into two halves. He did 
not so much carry n shin stained with blood as lie carried a mental 
attitude enmeshed in feelings of haired, He did no I so much bring a 
message full of verses of the new religion as be brougbl discord 
wallowing in deceit and trickery. 

I bat tribal fanaticism between the family of Hasbim and the family 
of Li may y a, which, during the period of ignorance, had been kepi 
within it^ narrow traditional scope, had now become clothed in a 
broad garment which conferred on il the fletitiou.s tills of policy. . . . 
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J'hus was lit so wrongly described as if it was some kind of heroism. 
TFiis IribEtS fanaticism could ool wait for ihe shirt of L Uthman before it 
was mumbling with discontent and sucking nut the venomous tongue 
of the serpent. Tribal fanaticism had already clothed ‘L'thman hum seif 
from the time it had put him on the throne of the caliphate. It would he 
sable to cut out a thousand shirts like this shirt when (he omens gave it 
an opportunity, 

Therefore the iask of ni-Kidman b. Baslnr was a mere formality 1 
which distracted the attention of naive people and behind which the 
clever leaders hid in order lo rinse storms to defend thetr own interests 
and desires, History is not able to ignore the fact that : AIi b. Abi Taiih 
was as innocent of Lhe shirt of : ULhman as the wolf was of the shirt of 
Joseph, Nor is history able to ignore the fact that the brothers of 
Joseph were the ones who made false charges against the wolf with the 
shirt of Joseph, However, iL was the world which clung to its domain 
and used every means to gam its objectives and at that lime Syria was 
under the command of Mg c awlya and c Amr b, al-'As. They resorted to 
such means as these and it was alS the same to them whether the man 
accused of responsibility for the death of c Uthman was innocent or 
not, The opportunity of opening a front against him presented itself to 
them, Any way, the man from I be family of tJm&yya was dead and 
(hey were the family who had a right to seek vengeance. 

The skies of Syria were cloaked in that darkness which gives 
warning of the approaching storm. Public opinion in rhe new empire 
was divided into three groupings: 

A group which owed its allegiance to Mirawiya ami Syria was the 
centre of its axis. 

A group which was sympathetic to Imam c A3i and its centre was in 
Kufa. 

A neutral group which was inactive through the influence of Sa' : d b. 
Abi Waqqus, the conqueror of Iraq and the man who squalled in the 
courtyard of Choesme. 

Each group began Jo collect its weapons together. 

Let us leave the sword for a little. - . . Tl ls not the appropriate 
weapon. Even though it lias die pronouncement of separation in the 
field of battle, it is not always able lo convey the inner meaning of 
victory. 

Before we apply ourselves to that discussion. Jet us get rid of the 
third group because it threw away its weapons and withdrew from the 
battle. It began to look at iLs course as if it was not part of the battle 
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and ihe bailie. was not part of it, 11 fled Prom its responsibilities. Avoid¬ 
ing responsibilities docs more barm than good . ,. insofar as ii is more 
guilty than innocent. Sli let us go On. 


Flie First Group - Syria 

Since man bad existed in the Arabian Peninsula, Syria had been the 
destination of his emigrations from it in order that it might send liiin 
back to it over the undulations of tlie epochs as a mars nurtured by 
another residence, . , , Tims during many generations litem had 
occurred a [irmly rooted interchange across these two lines which beat 
in the heart of thu desert. They met together, they intermingled and 
l key separated so ihal Lhey produced two inter related societies front 
one stock. Thus the relationship of blood and the relationship of spirit 
brought together two peoples in a brotherhood from one source. 

Thai is something which facilitated the final meeting between the 
Arabian Peninsula rmd Syria so that they exchanged embraces in the 
shelter of the new Message and with one fist Lhey crushed the neck of 
the foreigner who turned his hack in flight as he uttered his last 
farewell. “Greetings, land of Syria., . , What a bountiful land yon will 
h? to the enemy!” 

Mhfawiya had heard that historical farewell when he wels harrying 
the departing enemy with (he support of ‘Amr b, nl-^As, Khalid h. al- 
Walid and Abu U bay da b. Jarrah. Hi story could not believe eiL that 
time that a handful oi Bedouin who wandered about the descrl burnt 
by the noonday sun Could achieve such n glorious achievement and 
could demolish the outlines of a flourishing civilisation which had 
occupied a central place in ancient history. Indeed . . that could not 

have occurred if it had uol been for the Message whose thunderous 
roar hail been pronounced by the great Prophet. II had brougln the 
name of the greatest unity Eind thus il bad unified I lie Arabian 
Peninsula with ail its disputes. Tr had brought ii together out of the 
diversity of its tribes and it had poured them into one mould, Then it 
had embarked upon the achievement of miracles. 

I hat was through one force, which was the force of ihe Family of 
Hdshim and Lhi; Family of Lrnayya. the force of the tribes of Yemen 
arid the tribes of Njzelt. the force of the tribes of Qahtan and (he tribes 
of 'Adnan Fty that weapon which unified minds and hearLs, the 
miraculous conquest was accomplished, 't was accomplished by the 
action of faith and by everything which radiates from faith. The gleam 
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of the award was from that lighl anti i' was carried by a united Arab 
force. 

As for live time we are speaking of what made Mi/awiya think Of 
relying on an old misleading weaponV . ■ - What Trade him ihink of 
exchanging the glorious standard of the eagle for a shirt stained with, a 
crime? Hid he have any words of praise on the day he blew the 
trumpets of tribalism to make the family of Umayya envy the family 
Of Hashim? Did the new false conquests ahead of hint make him lose 
his reason in the delirium Of the Irue conquest srnl the real victory? 
How was It possible for a man who carried the Message by which the 
lords of Byaanlsum had been conquered not to be able to resist the 
paroxysms in his soul by which it would return to the darkness or'an 
ugly past? Was it possible- after this great anti glorious victory which 
the Message had accomplished through him along the whole Syrian 
Coast and whose name is registered in one of ihe most glorious pages 
of history that he could go back and give it one of the shameful marks 
of the petty quarrels which can be described ns lothisig more than 
jostling fur position. 

Arguments, however full of just ific fit ions' lor him launching this 
dreadful struggle, will never be able to get rid or all the accusations 
which have dung to this struggle . . . the crime of violating the 
Message through the hand of division, of stultifying the glory of the 
conquest with the mockery of quarrels and of dividing die young 
empire into two feuding halves. 

At any event . r . llie shirt aF L Uthrrutn had settled over the sktes of 
Syria. Now it was ready Lu urns heath the sword , . . but it was a sword 
which had Inst its brightness. 


The Second Group — Ktifa 

Now wc turn to Kufa, another of the places In which the Arabian 
Peninsula settled. O how often did it open itself Lo those ancient 
emigrations and absorh them with ibeii Bedouin life and then send 
back there a rejuvenated man. This deep cohesion was rot lost tor a 
day despite the armies which time after time descended un Iraq from 
the East, urged on by [be desires of the Persians, Like Syria, the 
relationship of blood and the relationship of spirit brought together 
two peoples in a brotherhood from one source. 

Ry virtue of this kinship. Iraq welcomed Khalid b. al Wahd and 
made it possible for Sa : d b. Abi Waqqap to reach the courtyard of 
Choesroe. All that was carried out through the miracle of that woof 
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whose threads had been made lirm by the love which radiated from the 
source of the Message,. , , because the man from the tribes of Yemen 
and the. man From the tribes of Mudar supported each other, shoulder 
to shoulder, in launching into the field of battle, constantly repeating 
one slogan. LL God is the greatest. A Hah N akbar .,” 

On the day when a Caliph would deviate from the Message, then 
there would be a cry for hi 5 blood so that the man from the tribes of 
Nizar would fight against a man from Yemen and the Hash mite would 
fight against die Unrayyeid, so that internal battle would begin which 
would forget about kinship and was only concerned to tear at wounds. 
In that way, everything would go back four decades and the glories of 
flic community would be spilled. It was as if the glory, whose shadows 
had stretched from the furthest shore of Africa to the distant readies 
of India, had become the toy of a child or the distraction of a deluded 
mar. It W'as as if the Message, which had brought about the greatest 
miracle, had become a mere gust of wind in the atmosphere and a 
passing shade in the blazing sun, It was as if Syria arid Iraq had not 
travelled together for a single day along the same road; as if no time 
during the earlier fi gluing bad united them; as if they were not sprung 
from the same proud loins; as if they had not enjoyed together for a 
single moment the intoxication of victory; and as if no gentle breeze 
had ever settled over the Si kies. It was as if the Arabian Peninsula had 
never dreamed ol'a spring gushing from it by which its thirsty even¬ 
ings would be cooled. ... So it began to lap, just like it had. in its old 
stagnant turbid waters. 

Thus the two fronts - the Kufan front and the Syrian front. — stood 
preparing lo advance against each other with swords. Would that such 
n thing had never happened in Islam! 

c A 1 isha 

O mother of the faithful, it is not a chapter which seeks to tear 
at wounds that bring* your name forward in this book as being 
associated with a battle in which the blond of your Muslim sons was 
shed! Perhaps. O great mother, it would have been one of the things 
which you could have been praised Ibr, if opportunities had been given 
to you to ride in your litter back to the borders of the Arabian 
Peninsula, where the conquest had begun 10 gal her in I he fruits of 
victory in bunches which spread their flowers over the grave of your 
great departed husband. History which lias given a greal deal of 
respect To you, may forgive you fur tarnishing the letters of your 
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gentle name with mistakes. You are not one of chose women who live 
on the sidelines of events. . . . You arc the wife of the most momentous 
nume in life* insofar as you have become a mother to Lhc greatest 
□ umber of descendants and you are still. 0 venerable mother. Bivery- 
oiie who submits to his Lord seeks comfort in your warm hip as fl 
token of suriship. Now the gules of errors have opened over you. 

The barefaced interference in a battle, which was the fiercest inter 
riui battle which the Arabian Peninsula had Fought, was not able to 
make you take the attitude of a mother who suffers at the sight of her 
ions marching towards death. No. . . . Indeed, it was the opposite of 
that, j , . You were in the vanguard of those who incited them. You 
carried beneath your arm two of the leaders of Quraysh- You began to 
travel with them bet ween Mecca and Medina and between Medina 
and Basra. You went up or platforms to urge followers around you 
and around (he two men. Insofar as you made preparations lor batlle, 
you were answered by the reply of men who defied deach. 

It is no wonder that your loud voice and eloquent explanation, 
coming as they did from a person whose close relationship with the 
Prophet gave her a powerful influence find a I rue response, were great 
aids in the preparation for that battle. It was a preparation which 
swallowed up the blued of Muslims without quenching its thirst, which 
painfully stultified the power of the emerging stale and which enticed it 
into facing a chain uf internal excesses by which its foundations were 
weakened and which took away its dignity from it. Thus you were a 
principal cause, in what happened later, for the decline of its greatness, 
the tiHmunition of its glory and (he transfer of the centre uf command 
from it. 

The meaning of shat, O illustrious mother, is not that if you had not 
followed such a partisan course, you would have been certainly able 
to repair the rent between lhe two fronts struggling tor the seat of 
government. 1 iowever, if you had followed a course of this kind, there 
would have been great hope in all probability for a lessening of the 
growing ferocity and for a prevention of the widespread clash of 
forces. If only you had led (he camel which you had mounted into the 
middle of the arena looked down from your litter with your radiant 
face and said with all brevity : "0 believers, I am your mother. This is 
my tongue, my wrist, my heart and my love. Make me a barrier 
between your disputes." 

Lady, if only you had done that, perhaps you might have been able 
to change the course of events because then the onlooker would have 
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been able to see, Iil-L tr and unde inland. . , In your eyes, lie would have 
seen the rays of love. In your face, lie would have seen the rays of 
love, In the but;honing of your wrist, lie would have seen the rays of 
love. ... He would have sough I to gather them all together and hear in 
them the tall ul Jove. Hu would have turned them all over in his 
memory and from shorn he would have understood the meaning of 
Jove, 

Suieerily lias the power to radiate itself U is more eloquently 
expressed in the eye than or the Longue. Yon were the most 
appropriate person to he an abundant source of that sincerity. Yon 
were the mother of Lhc faithful. In you all wordly aims should he 
forgotten. Government should not bu your aim. nor leadership your 
desire. Your greatest wish should have been that you could bring. I tie 
Muslims together to your love.jusl as (lie Message had brought them 
together to its Eenp All the prai se which you could he given was that 
you were the greal companion of the great man. After his death, your 
concern should only have been contemplation und reflection and care 
for the glorious thing which had been left in front of you. 

Ab for those who competed for the caliphate, they had no claim'-; on 
you except to approach you as a mediator and lor them to come back 
h'orii their dispute to accept good advice and wise counsel. None of 
that you did. You were satisfied with LFEvtal assistance r , . so that whai 
happened, happened. Mow were you tempted to that? How did you 
consider it to be correct? 

This is what history has gathered togeLher to record on the margin 
nl the page On which your name es set down as a matter of caution, 
insofar as tl would have been betLer for that page if it had been empty. 

Lines on Tallin and al-Zubnyr 

I he importance of the story of Talba and at Zubayr is not to much 
concerned with their personalities a.s with the evil effect, whose biauk 
traces I hey were able to leave over the length and breadth of the 
Arabian bun insula. These two men, who trumpeted forth their clouts 
bonds of companionship with the Apostle, had not been able to 
acquire more oi the Message than a peacock could acquire with its 
small raised head and its long feathered tail. Like this, they continued 
to carry on the Bedouin way of life of thu period of ignorance under 
the brocade of imagined leathers so that rt beguiled them on every 
occasion. ... it was a Bedouin way of life which tied them hi the past 
and an aristocratic attitude which raised their noses high. In these old 
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worn out clotJies, Lhey could enter the fortress front a bote in the wall 
to sit then; and remain tiltiny, there until the- Battle of the- Camel, 
Throughout their lives they had accompanied each other, sometimes 
helping each other and sometimes quarreling with each other just ns 
two wolves might accompany each other after a prey. Whether it was 
the prey or the companion who fell, either would become the prey, 

In such a way each of them was hoping tor the caliphate Tor 
himself. It was all the same for each whether he had the accessary 
equipment for it or not. , . It was as if the fact that each of them was 
from Quraysh gave them sufficient ubiiity 1o carry the hardens of 
government. This attiuide of theirs continued until cadi of them 
became familiar with the points of weakness in Uthnian b 'Allan, 
then they dedicated themselves to the attempt to overthrow him. 
However, the revolution whose tire they helped to fuel, did not direct 
ili eyes to these two persons in such measure. Soon the revolution 
rushed forward to its true hero in order to hand him its reins. Like a 
wounded snake which rolls cm ils wound crying to bite it in case that 
will heal it, they rolled over on their wounds, gnawing at them in 
Mecca until they were able to beguile the mother of the faithful. - . - 
Then she proceeded to join their forces. 

Beyond the horizons, where Syria was sleeping uneasily, the leash 
of Mu L awiya gently extended its touch to them so that it might clothe 
the bunch already gathered by giving them the hope of the pledge of 
allegiance and the arrival of one of them at the chamber ofihe call 
phatc. Thus a contradictory kmd of heroism blew ihrough them both. 
■ A God creates for you what you do not understand,” 

There was success for the new apostasy which the camel of L A’isha. 
called ‘Askar, lead. It began to tempt thousands of Muslims until Lt 
settled in Basra. . . . Then one day iL mel Its face. 

A Side Baltic 

ft is confirmed that through the activities of conquest, which had 
extended over the course of lime, the Arab leaders acquired experience 
in battle to .such an extern that they came to be considered as the most 
outstanding men of war of that period. 

Khalid b, al-Walid. who lost the Battle o-f Mu'ia, I he first of his 
attempts against Byzantium near Lhe Dead Sea. benefited from dial 
defeat of his so that lie gained more and more benefit m driving back 
the forces of apostasy which had rebelled against Abu Bakr. He never 
again lasted, the food of disappointment, neiliter in his attack on aJ- 
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Kira which, he stripped away from the Sassauids, nor ir his siege of 
Damascus which he attacked driving the Byzantines out of it so that 
lie struck the decisive Wow against them at the Battle of Yarmuk. 

This military skill, which the Islamic conquest gave to its men and 
its leaders and which put Khalid l\ al-Walid in the Front rank of 
leaders, was Lh-c same us MiTqwjya^ Sharhahil aiid c Antr b. al^As had 
acquired in their attacks, whether against Egypt and Africa or against 
Armenia and Azerbaijan. It was the same skill which Mu'awiyri and 
"Amr b. fli- c As now used. 

Tinstead of continuing to add more wordly wisdom to what they had 
by bunding over Lhe conquest to the Imam and by consolidating them 
on a firmly balanced and settled basis, they withdrew ii from, the eon 
quest in order to use it, with all its cunning, on a front which they 
decided to open against the new Caliph, using the pretext of vengeance 
for the death of e Ulliman. 

Opening such a front in the Arabian Peninsula itself was one of die 
cleverest and most strategic plans because moving the battle ic (he 
land of she enemy produces the best results, since Lben it is die land of 
the enemy which will suffer the losses. Thus Mifnwiya was able Lo 
launch his ship In the land of the Arabian Peninsula, by using Talha 
and al-Zuhayr, raising the hopes of one of them for lhe caliphate and 
anticipating through that to overcome both parties. Perhaps after that 
lie wouSd find the most suitable opportunity to announce another 
tremor which would bring him to his ultimate purpose which he find 
not yet alluded to up to that time. At the same time, he would not have 
to expend any of It is forces which he had made ready for fl tittle when 
there would be nu doubt that he would need them. 

He succeeded in everything which he aimed . . . Talha and al 
Zubayr, because they were Companions of the Prophet, were able, 
with the assistance of "A’isha, the mother of the faithful, to form the 
required from. They set out with "Askar, the name of the camel of 
'A iaha, leading their troops to where they dashed with the troops of 
Imam A|j near Basra* to where the adversaries of lhe Caliph failed. 
The two leaders of the battle, Talha and a I-Zubayr, were killed and 
A islia* the mother of the farthf'ul* was captured and sent back to her 
home with full respect - while she was truly regretful and sorry. 

Che Batilt of the Game! 

It has beer said that the Battle of the Camel ended in one day and 
thus it has been described as the shortest battle in history. But the 
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victims of it tame to more than fifteen thousand , . . the greatest 
number which it was possible for a battle to consume in one day- This 
means that in the shortest time it is possible tu count the number killed 
in each second which passed hi Order to encompass such a slaughter 
which is numbered in thousands. However, the RMLlc of the Cams! 
refuses Lo be described by sue It 3 meagre description which limits il to 
“one day", It is soil examined, even today, by the most extensive and 
comprehensive words which can be used about it in order to draw nut 
(Ik id 11 circumstances which describe and define it. 

How js that the case? ft is a battle which was the culmination of 
numerous battles which preceded it. ft still goes on until this very day 
even after fourteen centuries, without it being known for how long its 
destructive effect will continue throughout the land that is called the 
world of Islam. 

h liecarne ignorant itself at least almost - of the history of its 
birth. Also it became ignorant of the time when it was in the throes of 
death, ft. is no longer able to fix the great number of its victims because 
(he number which fell beneath the hoof of the camel is only the least 
number which can be counted insofar as involved in it is (lie number 
of those who felt before, let atone the number of those who fell after, ft 
is impossible lo count those who will fall in the future which may still 
curry the venom of its poison. 

Yet [t prides itself On being at the beginning of history because wliai 
preceded it has ceased to he taken into reckoning since the period of 
ignorance clothed it in lack of responsibility. Greetings to the Barrie of 
the Camel which has earned itself I lie name of' ibe mother of problems. 

The Right of Primogeniture 

The Battle of Si if in came forward with much protest against its 
sister when the latter had preceded it (u the right of primogeniture. 

ft claimed that it was born on the arena before it and that it had fed 
it and trained it to move its feet, that it was the one which bent over it 
with much affection before it had dared to stand by itself, and it bad 
provided the way for it to walk and had supervised it with the 
happiness of the shc-camd as she watches her young camel crawl 
beneath her nose ... so that when it comes co the end of the field, its 
discovery and its great success are aftribitted to her. 

The fact is that the Hattie of Stff in is true in its claims, since if it had 
not heeti for the Battle of SirTin, the daughter of the camel would not 
have been able to dare to make its cruel attempt. Merit goes back lo 
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Siffin in everything which can he called setting the path and playing 

with danger, Indeed the right of the primogeniture goes back to it- 

It it the first born: it is the basis of training; it is the Lcacher who 
understands all (he acts of the battle-fields; it is what bites into time 
and acquires for i( the power of Flogging and endurance to launch into 
dangers: it is the one which becomes experienced in the affairs of (he 
world, . - - What has become snore subtle than it? What has become 
more disruptive and what more devious than its plans? What has 
become more erect? In fact, it was it which pushed its small sister on 
to the exposed Stage while it was far from supporting it and nurturing 
its steps. 

However, the onlooker will refuse to give the daring child the first 
prize unless it is worthy or at least it has ingratiated itself. Ah for the 
liatile of Siffin, its right will never be encroached upon, since it will 
remain (he big sifter of the Battle o( the Camel lor as long as il con 
Linues to acquire Lhe right of motherhood. It is indeed sister and 
mother at 011 c and the same time. 

Vet the battle of the Camel will never lose the merit of acknowledg 
ing gratitude. 

h declares: SilTin is my sisLcr and my mother at one and the same 
time - -. my mother who died - while 1 was a child - after an incurable 
sickness which the skilled doctors, who went round il under the veils 
of the Ka r ba, could not heal. Then the limbs of Muhai were destroyed 
and they were not able to cure it. Similarly Lhe eyes of al-Lit, al Uzza 
and Manat were gouged out without n medicine being discovered. In 
I he same wav the atigek of death at Bfidr. Uhud arid Khaybar were 
unable to root out the terrible constriction which lightened in the 
throal of the mother who had become weak, . . . Finally she Icll into 
the throes of death, 

All that the Wattle of the Camel wilt declare and it will realise that 
its sister, Siffin, was the one who was in charge of its education until it 
reached maturity. Now it. that is she daughter nf the Camel, when il 
marries an aristocrat, il will never claim possession rtf the wealth of 
this rich husband who died on his wedding niglil- So the big sister wi 
have the jtreai share of Eb 

A Review 

Ti is indeed painful that the Battle of the Camel and the Battle of 
Siffin should be described with sad derision. However, it is the nui 
hurst of pain at frustrated hope. 


The Burdens of Leadership 


Where ta that splendour which accompanied (he Arabs throughout 
their campaigns uf conquests when chaplets of laurel were entwined 
on their heads? Where arc those leaders of the routed enemy who 
were driven from one fortress to another dragging their tails of defeat 
behind diem? Where are Heraclius, Return arid Muqawwas? Where 
are Sergius S'hendoms and Yazdigard the third? Where were lhe 
Sassajitds and where were the heroes or Rome? 

Were all these allowed to restore their flagging spirits and regalher 
their broken unity alter having witnessed the conquering advance 
which now rolled on to its sides submerging them in its own spear', 
and swords? Whal strength would the Arabs have later to confront all 
the events which would gather again at them with the return of the 
tide? ] low would lhey face rhem with amputated arms and shackled 
swords? 

All those events would gather against them and they would have in 
pay the tribute of the defeated 10 then) in humiliation. It is a tribute, 
which their desertion of the contents of their Message imposes upon 
them, which their deviation from the true aims of conquest imposes on 
them. ... If they had been aware of tile True aims of conquest, they 
would have first aimed at conquering the ignorance- in Then souls, at 
cleansing the Filth of tribal fanaticism front them and Lhe desires which 
led soul and reason astray and made Lhem wallow in the mud. 

The Message was nothing more than a clear conquest in lhe victory 
nf reason over ignorance. It opened the window of goodness on to the 
souL It gave mutual tolerance in exchange for rancour, love in 
exchange for hate and it illuminated the world with religion. The 
bat Lies of the Camel and Sdffirt could not answer the Message with any 
of its inspiration. 

The Arab tribes nf Yemen and Qays were the same ones afilJ in the 
field and they were the tame ones who Still carried the spirit of the 
period of ignorance among the Arabs of the South and I he Arabs ol 
the N’orth. They still longed Tor Qahtun and c Adnan, They were the 
ones who preserved the policy by which they were divided into com¬ 
petitors, under the shade of the Message, for the divisions of ihe world 
and the enjoyment of its wealth. 

Mu c fLwiya had sought help from the tribes of Yemen until they 
bad brought him to the throne of Syria. Later Abu Muslim al- 
Ktiurasam would seek the help of the Yemeni Tribe of A/.d to 
demolish the Umayyad throne and hand it over lu Ihe "Ahbasids. He 
would be able to do this insofar as the Umayyad Caliph Mar wan 
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would never be able to resist the 'Ahbasid advance because He would 
he, of all things, preoccupied with the tribal disputes between (lie tribes 
of Qays and Yemen, If would not only be in the motherland but even 
in Spain, to which it would be transported with Lhe conquest of Qays 
and Yemen. Thus the tribal spirit would be the spiritual nourishment 
for the dreadful deeds which hi story has recorded. 

Tt was violent tribalism whose traces (he Message had come to burn 
away, to wipe out and to eradicate, m order to purify the atmosphere 
for a sound society based on a true creed and faith, on reason and 
correctness, on cleanliness and justice, on love and brotherhood. 

However, the battles of the Camel and Si (Tin only had the eyes of a 
camel whose concern was to feed on the pasture of a green oasis, no 
matter whether it would deplete the Tigris and Uarada, or whether the 
Euphrates would sink down. 

Some words on SifTin 

Just north of al-Raqqn on (lie Western hank of the; Euphrates 
stands SifTin, 

After numerous warnings and Lhc failed attempts to avert I his clash 
made by the messengers between the new Caliph and Mu'awiya, the 
advance to pal down the rebellion was decided. The two mobilised 
armies met at SifTin. Two weeks wire spent in light skirmishes. The 
purpose of these lor M^awiya was to lure Lite opposing army into 
desertion so that he would Lake over the affairs of the Muslims.. 

He did not succeed in the attempt. 

J hen Mu' : awiya prevented the army of c Ali from getting access to 
w>ater Thus the army of the Caliph could only drink by using force 
hut it did not respond to its opponents with similar treatment. A 
cunning, plan had been used to incite emotion buf it had failed. 

1 he lwo armies joined together in a fierce battle. 'I he full circle of 
del eat was about to turn on the army of Syria. Mlt c awiya sought the 
ait) of 'Amr h. al As to devise a ruse. Amr b. al- c As thought of a good 
scheme and advised that copies of Lbe Qur'an be raised and that 
arbitral ion be sought. 

After numerous deliberations, under pressure front some of (lie 
supporters, especially those who would be later called the Kb ari.fi tea 
rir.o in order lo avoid further shedding of blood, the arbitration was 
accepted, However, the Imam was forced to accept it. 

Amr b. id-'"As would represent Mu'awiva. 

Abu Musa al-Ashlar! would represent Aii. 
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A mockery of history was carded out through the treachery of the 
arbitrator. Abu Musa a! Ash c ari . . - insofar as he dismissed ‘Ah l>. Ahi 
Is lib from the caliphate. The outcome was tens of thousands killed. 

The battle resumed.... 

The unity of 3slam was torn asunder. . . . 

The Kharijilts appeared.... 

The conquest became atrophied. ..„ 

There was Ihe assassination of the greatest man capable of defend¬ 
ing the community and fixing it firmly on a basis of noble deeds and 
virtues, by whom it would be perfected for ever, if and when it acted. 

A Result of Siffiu 

Since the fox has a right to be proud of his cunning, does any kind 
of guilt rnier into this pride? Yet,, the tail claims that the head which 
devised the cunning tricks lias nut gone once into its dangers without 
it having to go with it, , , , It is its companion in every step which is 
taken towards the realisation of its art of trickery. 

Since the situation is like this* the Battle of Nahrawan JihS the 
undisputed right to claim that it js the long tail of the Battle of SifTio, 

However, even though it was cut oil by one blow, it did not pass 
without spreading around it signs of astonishment and distress beyond 
the tails which it left which are stiJJ dragged along even today, 
encompassing as they do philosophies which split from each other 
such as argumentative sophistries split away from quarrelsome con 
tendon*. 

Yet, the Khariijnes, in all their branches, Azaraqincs, NajdiLcs to 
1 badness and Sufritcs, including all their groups which had twenties in 
their extremism or their justice, in their democracy or in their 
aristocracy - were entitled to some honour because they were 
searching for ti"urh r however mistakenly, Til US Hie Imam said of them 
before his death; "Do not fight against the Kharijites after rne. One 
who seeks truth and is mistaken is not Hie same as one who seeks 
falsehood and gains it." Similarly L’mar b. l ‘Abd al- 4 Azii sairl of them! 
‘T know that you have noE gone nut of the community to seek for the 
world and pleasure. You want the Next World but you have mistaken 
the way to it." 

The consequence of the Rattle of SifTin was she Hattie of Nahruwan, 
Its existence was sufficient misEry for it. Beyond what it severed from 
the Islamic world at the dawn of its unity and the beginning of its 
glory, it caused the injection of the poison of rancour in the breast of 
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ore particular Kharijile, 1 hen lie gnuc his Sword I bat poison In drink 
and set du t tu kill I he greatest man after tine Prophet who in the history 
Of the Arabs lias known. 

The Haunches of Abu Musa ul-Ash'ari 

l[ is terrain that you, Abu Musa, were not of that dough which, 
when baked, Ihe tables long for, Nor wns your wood from the plant 
whose Light, when burnt, is pure and whose smoke is scent. Nor was 
your Support of that daring kind winch did not fear to expose itself to 
the critical test by which the purity of metal is made clear, 

You were given the reins of Kufa and your wood became twisted 
there jus I like ti sLick becomes twisted in the hand of a blind man, 

Wilful benefit does a blind man have from Lhc guidance of one who 
is deceived? Therefore. Kufa threw you out when i! had delegated you 
tu be the stick on which it should lean for support. It did not find any 
thing more than a twisted form in you. 

As for you. you remained squashed on your haunches which you 
puffed up with some juridical knowledge so that your Llcxible wumd 
became better thought of However, you did not hide your secrets from 
"Ah b, Abi Talib. He was ihu man who left you in command of Kufa 
hoping to clean it your nature Lherc. He is the man who removed you 
after your wood became barbarianised. Yet the fates which are bound 
to every ridiculous event only fell it good to put you forward on the 
track towards the meeting place where all caravans meet. 

Shame on your haunches puEfed up with knowledge and scattered 
dust! 

Aftermath 

No sooner had the Hattie of Nahrawan come to an end than Ihe 
fighting between L A!i and Mu'awiya returned to the state it had been in 
earlier. Sometimes it involved serious military attacks and at other 
times it was limited to skirmishes which had the character of trickery 
arid cunning. Actions of chaos and destruction were developed in 
order to spread terror and destroy sleep. 

As for rbc people whose nerves were tortured by nil these kinds of 
terrible acts, Uiey were the target of psychological disruption as a 
result of which they wavered between angry outbursts because of his 
kindness and the resumption of battle and between submission and 
loathing from a battle which would in any case make them the loners, 
fhe continuation had become the very same thing, There 
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throughout (he Syrian front was Lite Yemenis and here in l be lines of 
Kufa were the tribes of Qays. Between the tribes of Yemen and Qays 
there were threads, connected to the various dilTerenl tribes and bound 
together either by marriage and It in ah ip or by spiritual interest and 
selfishness. Anticipation was sharpened by any one of the 1 wo groups 
lipping Lhe balance of support, 

These were the considerations and balancing that had to be taken 
mru account. The movement of people began to occur to join the 
camp where 1 hey could secure the satisfaction of their desires and 
demands. 

It was not possible for those skirmishes to come to an end, They 
had become the present condition. Therefore a truce was made be¬ 
tween the two warring faction^ to which lhe (wu parties submitted, In 
it the administrative division was laid down in order to save blood and 
a disaster to a good name which had begun to turn yellow like the 
cheeks of a sick man turn yellow on his sick bed. 

The Truce 

Was it a truce or was it Lite gulping down of a policy which spread 
its total failure to every area of lhe Arab world, including the Arabian 
Peninsula, Syria, Yemen and Egypt? Was not that act a failure which 
lead MtTawiya to let the conquest stagnate and lo agree to pay tribute 
to Conslanline the Second, the ruler of Byzantium'? Was not that acr a 
failure which required L Ali b. Abi Tatib to withdraw his plans for 
ad ions of Conquest on the Eastern Front no that lie let the quakmg 
Persians return to the leadership of the daughter of Choesroe who 
proceeded to try to restore the glories of her father, which had become 
grieved by che conquest which had brought the Message in one hand 
and lhe 11 begun to gather together prisoners, spoils and booty with the 
Other hand. 

Khalid b, Taris, L Ali s & governor over Khurasan, had been able to 
capture lhe quaking princess at Nisapur and lie had led her under 
guard before the Caliph. . . , However, 1 Ali b. Abi Talib. who was a 
man mcapablc of finding pleasure in the ways in which conquests had 
been conducted since conquest had begun, did not treat the captive 
princess with the moral treatment which is given to prisoners of war. 
He gave her the opportunity of choosing the man she warned and then 
he would marry her to him. However, she would only accept the man 
who had the right of precedence in lhe stale. c Ali. who was an 
illustrious man of middle see. disdained to accept a marriage which 
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lacked (lie elements of harmony so Lhat later the captive had corn pi tie 
freedom. 

This is a small example, which u A3i b, Abi Taiib gave, about the 
manner of conducting the conquests towards high goals. It was 
inappropriate that desires lor acquisitions should sully them. Nor 
should the aims of plun-der or desires for debased enjoy merit alter their 
essence so that be controlled animal inclinations which inched blind 
sexual desires. 

In those days, a marriage which was a kind of political acquisition 
to bind tribes with bonds of kinship in order to lessen tribal warfare 
... was not able to bring about the desired object. Thus ibe conquest 
continued to be exposed to decline into lusis find to be burnt in Lhe 
inferno of desires, so chat it was distracted from Lhe current of high 
ideas and turned aside from the refuse of spiritual acquisitions, 

'Ali b, Abi Talib, a man full of the nobilities of thought and senshi 
Live to the passions of the spirit, was not capable of being content with 
the world which was dragging its tracks, stained with the sexual desire 
and animal passion, across the conquest. Whether or not be wns nhle 
to impose that with the force of law. after the weight of events and 
their heedless disregard in bringing about true policies Find in confining 
Lheru within the great words of the Qur’an and its swelling examples, 
the important task held now come to him of laking over its records 
which have been associated with his name and with I be name of the 
great coll for every generation which hands on the Message in order 
for it (o he poured into moulds for its true programme. 

lie came to the view that the Arabian Peninsula, which had 
recorded the merit of spreading lhe great call, would not be completely 
able to take hold of ils glory except like a shot fakes hold of its echo at! 
it is seal back. This he felt while Mi/awiya was making Syria his 
stronghold. 

Material acquisitions, which come on the periphery, are only like the 
downpour of rain which the clouds bring over and then swallow up. 

Let the truce be. . . , And with it Eel there be a submission to the 
cultural and psychological reality which has never been able to impose 
unity on the natures of the Arabs from the first moment at which they 
felt the delight of the taste of this unity* only in order to feel the 
disappointment of the division whose different layers presented 
shattering selfishness and only to shun* as their sick desires wanted 
them to shim, every ideal which had come to clear the thorns away 
from their path. 
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Lei this child crawl by himself and likewise lei linn fall by hi in self. 
Let his crawling and falling be repeated along the read which is open 
before his feel. Every bruise on his knees will remind him of his 
turning aside from the main path, 

|The practice of the tested apostolic Imam, blessing lie upon him, 
demonstrates that he did not submit even at I he Unal moment- Rather 
he continued lo live a life of struggle for the sake of changing the situ 
at ion until he was struck dead. There is evidence that he was preparing 
a wide military campaign against the front of deviation to limit the 
Attacks. Nothing stopped him from implementing that except his death 
as a martyr in the house of his Lord, < ttnerfed by the 
Committee}]. 

19th Raniudan 

On this day L Abd al-Rahman b. Muljam made Jus appointment with 
heroic acts. He had decided to sharpen his sword and to sweeten it 
with a handful of poison so ihal he might kill L ALi b. Abi Talib with it. 

Quiam, the beautiful alluring woman, had steadied his nerves. The 
father and brother of lilts Quiam had taken part in all the battles but 
they bad been killed at the Battle of Nahrawan and had gone to meet 
their Lord, leaving a heavy shade of haired which still continues, even 
until today, to infiltrate beneath its doorway into sou is sick with the 
disease of haired and pride. 

As for the bereft daughter, she would never sleep in the arms of her 
enthralled lover unless he gave her the head of C AI« b, A hi Talib as a 
dowry. Thus did 19th Ramadan serrie in history t insofar as the pages 
of history have been moved to remember 1 l. 
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TRANSITIONS 


Nslij al-Drilagha 

Some men have suggested that (lie hand which stretched towards 
composing Ntihj nt-Baiagha was n long distant hand which was 
longer than three centuries after r Alj, This hand had only stretched to 
play with words and form the nt a a the arL of forgery wished. 

Tf Lhc case was tike that, then the forger has the claim of being the 
greatest offender in the fieEd of arL ... He was able to study the period 
thoroughly mid jturners* himself in the spirituality of c Ali b. Abi Thlib 
to a degree which entitles him to enter into it completely. Me was out 
standing Eft the art of direction, the art of administration, the art of 
reproduction, the art of represent orion, Liven while he was imitating, 
he was appearing in the genuine form, The visitor has fused into the 
original and the intention is lost within. 

What thing, which has been set down in Ntihj at Batugha> was not 
a true portray a I of that person alily which has been set down in the 
body of : Ali b. Abi Talib, just as the light nf ihe sun cotries down on 
the translucent cup? What action which 'All b, Abi Talib 
accomplished during his life was not the ultimate expression of the 
truth of those high ideals with which bis pure soul blazed? Indued they 
abound in every one of his expressions, in every one of bis suggestions 
and in the whole totality of his bonk. 

What has come in Nakj al Batdgha crushes riny doubt shout whaf 
lias come in Nuhj at Batdgha. 

Was this book not the assessment by the great man of his exten¬ 
sive programme of reform in which he cultivated tor man a value 
which is crystallised in sound reasoning and which elevates virtue? 
Did It not cause virtue to grow mid to revolve around one pivot, die 
pivot of piety and belief in God? 

When, and al what moment in his life, did hu not express this clear 
programme? Was it in his proclamation of the Message and his belief 
m it, while he dedicated his himself to summoning men to it and 
lighting for its achievement? Or was it in its application as a perfect 
eonsiitution for all the currents of his thought, his statements and his 
actions in terms of his a see lie ism. his bravery and his heroism? 

Since Nahj at-thilagha is crammed with expressions which carry 
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such ideas as these which no heart could have, poured forth as a mere 
attribution to him by using such words which could only have sprung 
from his pen, that accusation will never harm Nakj a, ? tinlagha in any 
way. Indeed the language involved has come down truthfully with a 
picture of himself as n model appropriate for the genuine ideas, Indeed 
the rhetoric, in ils real conception, does nni exist absolutely in the 
power of the language and description inasmuch as it is ■* rev-chiliOil Of 
high ideals in moulds which are firm in arrangement and texture. 

Yet even these last would remain forever empty moulds as long as 
those charms were not perfected in them. 

Whether the words uT Nahj af-Bitl&gha were written by r Aji b. Abi 
T'alib - and that is what is true nr whether it was written by some 
accomplished scholar, it preserves a permanent expression, profound 
in its rhetoric, of the psychology of one man called L Ati b- Abi Talib. 

The intelligent Arabs 

II is said lhal the intelligent Arabs are four. Men divide intelligence 
between them. The right of lirs-t place ss given to Mu'awiya b. Abi 
Sufyan since they grant him the power of deliberation and careful 
thought. They give °Amr b. ;il-‘As the special characteristic of 
spontaneous improvisation in view of him being a master at putting 
forward contrived solutions when difficulties become severe and 
Luieti pec ted events are scattered around. OrS a I Mug hira b. Shu'ba 
they bestow the a bilily to classify problems. They leave to 7.iynd. the 
son of his father, the final classification of everything iarge or small, 

The observer will nolice thai in this division, intelligence was the 
quality of the family Limayya. both in the person of Mu'awiya and 
those who wrapped themselves within Ins orbit insofar as no trace of it 
has been pointed to in what came before this period nr history. . .. IL it 
as if as a result of bis acquisition there remains no right lor the genera¬ 
tions which follow to claim any association with U- 

Does the observer also inquire in the case of Ziyad. Ihe son of liri 
father, about what time this noble gift was given in him? Was it when 
his inclination and favour were with r Ali b Abi Ttilib or when 
Mu’awiya recognised a forgotten brotherhood with him and embraced 
him to his breast as the brother whom he had made a brother and 
whom he had given lhe reins of power over revolutionary Basra and 
recalcitrant Kufa7 

The observer will also not hesitate Lu show bis surprise and 
bewilderment, when he sees that age divided into two warring hnKes. 
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about how ti is one half which has, the entire share of intelligence since 
nothing remains with which to adorn the other half. 

However, the intelligence which is intended is not the intelligence 
which scientific reality and philosophic thought recognise. Jn reality 
intelligence is a high degree of mental acumen by which reason riels 
with adroit execution towards all difficult problems which arise in the 
cour.se of life demanding to be solved and dealt with. Since Ll is a test 
of (he power of reason and the depth of its scope, it is at the same 
time, in the manner of its practice, an expression of the power of the 
soul and the extant of the purity ill its essence. It will never have a 
noble ail uni ion unless it is a product which has combined a sound 
reason and. a noble.souL 

Indeed, in the conception of it which they put forward with these 
four men. il is nothing but a weapon which people of the world resort 
to m order to attain their aims. Those mtui whose souk are seized with 
the desire to abstain from (lie world do not have much need of it- It is 
a weapon whose ribs are built up on cheating and deceit much more 
than they arc composed of truth and frankness. Therefore d is of more 
use. more influential in scope and a more flexible means for men of 
selfish interest than it is for men who have little interest in the world 
and its pleasure and its deceptive brightness. 

This does not mean that the latter group of people do not have a 
mind which can serve as a pasture for the kind of game which is 
adorned with such qualities. However, they have too high an opinion 
of themselves to resort to techniques which are coloured by uny kind 
of duplicity and deception. More than that, they have no need of the 
techniques of misrepresentation and trickery because they live with an 
unselfish attitude towards the world and they long for the Next World 
with honesty, truth and good hopes. 

Yel it should! not be understood that these ascetics absolutely 
rejected the world and did not give it any concern, Rather they 
Intended, through severe testing in it. to lessen their approach to it 
from being like (hat of those hungry with greed so that mad rushing 
towards it should nol be a way by which the es.senec of man would 
lose his beautiful ideals* the most radiant of which is honesty. A 
human society which falls into moral decline does so because of its 
failure to acquire the true values of living civilised societies. 

Therefore this intelligence was a weapon of the world in the battle 
which was taking place between All b. A hi Talib on the one side 
and Mu c awiya b. Abl Sufyan on the other. Mu 4 avvlya obeyed thia 
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intelligence and ii was a flexiFil-e tool in Fus hands. In reality, he was 
entitled to claim deliberation and careful consideration evliicli is I lie 
first arid most outstanding of the qua [libs of intelligence, its most 
profound and its calmest ornament of the intellect. But he acted with it 
like the people of the world and he did not act with ii like I hose who 
are not deceived by the pleasures of the world and the glitter of their 
imaginations, 

Deliberation, in its true sense, is only to look into affairs and to 
examine their con sequence profoundly and to grasp them with the 
most distant view which it is possible to take, Ai tins point there is a 
great difference between die deliberation which a pious man uses and 
the deliberation which a man of the world uses. l'he latter looks at the 
earth with earthly eyes and sees nothing beyond the earth. The former,, 
on the oilier hand, looks at the earth as a base form from which Fie 
may jump to a far destination which ridicules distances and scoffs at 
borders because ii beholds existence from its particles to its totality 
and secs that the journey along the Long path will only ever be with 
each secure step. 

Alter Mifawiya deliberated, he acted. . . . After c Ali deliberated. Fie 
acted. The deliberation orMu c awiya was correct and attained power 
for time. The deliberation of L Ali was correct and lie took possession 
of time, 

Mu c awiya had used deliberation for conquests and deliberation 
responded to him and dazzled hint with conquests. He embraced the 
practice. Kingship became one of his distant aims and he would arrive 
at iL one day with all the accesses, entrances and ejtiis which deli her a 
Lion provided For him without avoiding sin and with no disapproval. 
However, no sooner had the conquest of Syria been completed than he 
began to make a base for himself in it. He determined to rely upon it 
as the support of his future. EJe began to anticipate chance happenings 
and sudden events. Deliberation guided hint to the sure way to carry 
out bis plans. Generosity was the first of the ways which he set down 
to gain the hearts of his supporters. Many were those who were not 
deprived of this material attachment by which he. gained power over 
them and with which he led them on his leash. 

Maymun b. Mihran has said: '‘MuTawiya was the first one who 
raised the military salary to two thousand dirhams." 

I however, the caliphate, by virtue of its nature, was for the man who 
was most appropriate for it. There was no way to it for Mufawiya 
while the Emigrants, the aged men. the Companions and the relatives 
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of the Prophet were men with priority in Islam and great merit. Vet 
Mu l 'awiya* believing in generosity at appropriate times and (he sur¬ 
prises caused by sudden events, did not out the thread of hope which 
he had for it , . . especially as he was well-known for his lenient gentle 
feelings. 

When Umar h, at K ha uab was kilted, he panted (o help "Uthman 
h, 'AfTan with all his power to attain the Caliphate. Then the thorn of 
his cruelty became stronger and the wood of his mature became 
harder, 

T,t liman was an old man whose life would not last tong. EI ere was a 
new hope which extended its threads to the caliphate with the end of 
the caliphate oF L Ulhman. 

As \Arnr b, ai- L As* he abandoned die activities of conquest. He had 
suffered hardships and risked dangers until lie had achieved the con 
quest of Egypt and taken control of it so that he might move from 
there to achieve an aim whose true in Lent he kept hidden from 
Mtfawiya. 

1.fill man dismissed ‘Arnr b, al-'As and put Ids own br other- i fi¬ 
rm mire, ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Sarh, in his place, Mifawjya did not get 
angry at this change. It was part of the plan drawn up ill hit: imagina¬ 
tion to reduce the number of competitors. 

The revolution against IjLhmau b. 'Allan. which led to hits death, 
did not come as a sLarLJing surprise to Mn'awiya, even (hough lie con 
tm-ed the appearance of great grief. 

When lie received (he shirt of'Uthman and bung it up in Syria in 
urder in excite men's emotions and when he used Sharhahil b. al-Simt 
h' go round telling of the ell cuts (Tithe crime to all the Syrians in order 
to call upon them to take vengeance . . . all (hat was part ofthecxccu 
lion of the pFan drawn up to get to (he desired ibrone. 

Many were the plans which Ibis deliberation drew up fur him along 
the road to the Lbmnv of Syria. All of them were precise in their 
application and precise in their execution, i hey included actions from 
the opening of the campaign against his rival in the i.lijcU under ilie 
leadership nf Talha and at-Zubayr to the concoction uf dcsiiruclive 
incidents under Lhc leadership of a! Qahhak b Qay.s. In the Buttle of 
Siffin and lhc raising of copies of the Qur'an, to the treachery of the 
arbitration, to the supervision of the Battle of Nahrawan and the con 
fide net: of its good results being in (he service of his interests and of (he 
success nf hi 1 , plans, to the deliberate sinking of the ship of Qays b, 
Sa L d h ' E Jbftrfa, I he governor of Egypt and a mar who represented u Ali 
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with dean hands and good administration and surpassed Mu c awiya in 
rational deliberative in tel licence. As a result, of the latter action i lie 
man was kcpL away from his post and Muhammad b. Abi tiakr took 
his place, lie worked to try to overcome the inhabitants ol Klurhita in 
Fgvpt and to suppress lhe chaos which existed in the conquered land 
, . , until “Amr b, at 'As was able to kill him, cut off his head and send 
it to the house of L Uthman b- J AJTan so thai the women of the dead 
Caliph might dance around the severed jugular vein in a dance of 
delight at the taking of vengeance. 

The tragedy gathered with the death of the si niggling Imam'Ah h. 
Abi Talib by a blow from the sword of that stupid I editor. I'he 
atmosphere relftned at the pledging of mlegiance to the new Caliph and 
Mu^awiya had arrived at kingship. 

It is a Iona eh aid of sacrifices and endeavours in which Mu f awiya 
sprinkled everything which his deli he ration made clear to him with an 
intelligence rarely parallelled In history. In this he used a handful ot 
men around him whom he trained and gave experience to in this same 
rare intclligcnCE- 

L Amr b. al- r As responded to his master with every skill in 
spontaneous improvisation which was ready to face problems and n- 
improvise solutions. He began to drag along the tails ol victory at the 
end of the Battle of Biffin as if lie was a peacock who had every 
excellence in the colours of his long tail. He did not disdain lacing 
his coileague in the arbitration - Abu Musa aJ-Asli c ari - with that 
treachery which did not recognise a single letter in she words, 
manhood and trust, to the extent that lie diet himself up as a custodian 
for ihe demand for vengeance for L Uthman insoiar as he did hesitate 
to murder Muhammad b. Abi bakr. Then he compounded that 
Incident with the dreadful crime of cutting off his head 

Al-Mughira b. Shifba began to give solutions for problems, some¬ 
times by giving advice to 'Alt b, Abi Talib to acknowledge Mu' awiyfl^ 
governorship over Syria until the situation quietened down and then 
he could dismiss him when the circumstances allowed he gave ibis 
advice on the evening of the death of TJthifraru I hen he changed his 
view about it in the morning and accepted that it was correct 10 
dismiss the rebel from his position in accordance with the policy ot 
cleaning up the state. Then he went to Mecca lo participate in the 
organisation of the battle of the Canid and to study how he could 
gain advantage from the Muslims striking against each other, After 
that he withdrew |o where he continued giving advice but now to 
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Mu'awiya and he helped organise ihc plots around the actions of the 
arbitration. 

Al the time Ziyad, the son of his father, remained in Ihe Eastern 
theatre of war, gathering together Lbc outposts of Ihe empire in order 
to wrap them up in obedience to his brother-to-be with that eortcern 
and worldly experience which made him aware of everything. 

This is a short survey of the long story, all the phases and chapters 
of which concern Mu c awiya b. Abi Sufyan, the instigator of conquest; 
on i he Byzantine from, die founder of (he Umayyad sLate and the one 
who first Inid the foundation stone in rhe division between Kufa and 
Damascus, by using tribes from Yemen Lo help him against tribes 
from Qaya and by employing that intelligence which continued to 
respond to him throughout the eighty-iLine years oE'hts life. 

Ttse second front, which had hesitated to fight and waft under die 
command of the new Caliph, began Lo receive blows io its wide 
breasts. What do you think Lhai 1 Ali b. Ahi Talib would do7 Would 
he light against intelligence with intelligence? With what kind til 
Intelligence would he fight? 

It is certain that he would not resort to that kind of Intelligence 
which existed in corruption and rottenness. He has said; ^Ry God, 
Mu uwiya is not more intelligent than I am but he is treacherous and 
sinful, ... If I had not hated treachery, I could have been the most 
intelligent of the people in that way, Hy God. I would not gain 
advantage through conspiracies and I would nut turn away from hard¬ 
ship,” 

The intelligence which Ali had was of the pure kind because it 
was rhe product of that deliberation which kept away from men’s 
immediate horizons. 

The first and last question must be; Why did Lhe people of the world 
join forces against him if they were not possessed of an obstinate 
refractory rivalry? Had be threatened them with bringing hack 
tyranny to its place or restoring falsehood? “Your pledge of allegiance 
to me was not a chance affair." “My affair and your affair are one. 11 
“I want you for (lie sake of God bat you want me for the sake of 
yourselves.'' “If dp me to help yourselves,” “1 swear by God, I will 
give justice Lo the oppressed from their oppressor and I will take the 
oppressor Lo his coffers so that J may bring him to the watering-place 
of truth, even though he is unwilling.' 1, 

ft was natural that the people of the world should resort to defend 
mg their interest by that contradictory kind of heroism, (1 was clear 
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that r Ali h. Abi J aiib would confront them with tbai positive heroism. 
It was certain that he would gain on every front because he was 
struggling with the sword of rig.ht and the sword of right cannot tie 
broken. 

In this way did the intelligence of c ALi h. Abi Tfilib stand, , , , In this 
way did deliberation become clear in it, His intelligence was the 
intelligence of illuminating reason. Hi.s deliberation was the delibera 
tion of discerning reason. From this his long-term estimation was Thai 
gain Could only really be attained in the last stage whose scope would 
never merely he the span of life on earth, nor even the span of an 
epoch. Indeed the fact is fast all generations will become one broad 
expanse around which the great truth will circle. Thus the circle w hich 
was before him whs one in which he would never use ti weapon of 
short term profit. Indeed what understanding has a man who presents 
(lie Message a model find an ideal? He would never bargain with 
right, goodness and beauty. How could such a man exchange the 
abundant for the paltry,, the noble far the Insignificant? Such a man 
would never accept the advice of al-Mughira b. Shu'bar ^Confirm 
Mu c awiya hi his governorship and confirm the other governors in their 
governorships so that after you have received their obedience and the 
pledge of allegiance from their soldiers, you could change them and 
abandon them.' - He could not do such a thing because he only came 
to govern merit io purify it. Death was easier far him chan denying his 
principles. He had refused government as limited by ( Abd fil-Rahman 
b, c Awf and iie would never cling on to it fat any time when it was con¬ 
nected with bargaining over principles. 

As for the intelligent man who claimed that he was qualified to 
solve problems, be may have presented a solution to ihe problem of 
the hour. Yet it was noi an absolute solution to the problem of the cali¬ 
phate in sts broadest definition, which required that subjects be ires led 
with right and justice, not that they be treated with oppression and 
selfishness, 

The community was in universal need of a firm structure so that it 
should OOt be tost amid clouds and dust and sand, Yet : Ali would 
never resort to treachery and deceit in order to gain the throne even if 
that required him to turn away from the caliphate. 

Thus through his refusing such advice, the intelligence of c Ali was of 
the exalled kind which is content to suffer hardship in order to 
accomplish principEcs. Similarly he would never have raised copies oi 
the Qur'an at the Battle of Siffin in order to deceive any more ill an he 
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would have been able to exalt his own rank because Inc, himself, had 
been for thirty years - and was still — protecting the community and 
preparing it for such a spurious show as the arbitration. On that day 
thr ough his acceptance of the treachery he was the first to respond 
by entrusting the arbitration to the noble pages of the Qur’an. He 
was the mail most aware of what had conic down in the verses of 
the noble Book. He was the one who said: "'Ask me abuul the Book 
of God- . , , By God there is not a single verse buL 1 know whether 
it w : as revealed at night or during the day, on dal land or in a 
mountain.” 

Treachery will melt with the traitor while the document with its 
noble pages will continue Lo throb with respect for the on € who was 
betrayed because of his regard for Lite Noble Book. As the impro 
visaiion of the traitor dwindles to the level of his dwarfish reason, the 
deliberation of the one who was betrayed wifi be elevated lo the peak 
of its aim. 

There was a vast difference between l 'Amr. h, at-'As who negotiated 
with al Muqawwas about Egypt through the black leader, c Li bad a b. 
a I Sam it. when lie said these words: Ll Thi!i black man is one of our 
lords, one of our best men and one of the foremost Among us.' ... arid 
between 'Astir b. aE-'As when he was using all his intelligence lo get 
hold of the tribute paid by Egypt by holding the view that the con 
quest was a cow to be milked. There was a considerable difference 
between ,: Amr b. al- c As when he built a mosque in al-Fustai 
and 'Amr b„ a]-'As when hfc carried ft copy of Lhe Qur’an 
ai the Battle of Biffin. At one time the Book was the page of faith 
while at the other time the Book was transformed by him info an 
outburst of trickery and falsehood. 

Where is the improvisation which responds to reason? Where la ihe 
intelligence which lives for an hour and then commits suicide? Thua 
intelligence was going around two pivots in the struggle which broke 
out between 'All h, A hi Talib and Mu'awiya b. Abi Sul van. The one 
intelligence unrolled the shirt of'TJthmiin wrapped with copies of I lie 
Qur’an while the other intelligence unrolled the copies of the Qur'an 
which were rolled in the cloak of the Prop fish One intelligence rests on 
a bed of silk and brocade white the ocher intelligence is satisfied with a 
bed of palm leaves. One intelligence gathers existence in the folds of its 
shawls while the orher intelligence makes room for existence in the 
pleasant, heights of its hills. 

The difference between one intelligence and the other intelligence is 
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that one of them continues to jump between generations 50 that man 
can be endowed wjth it in order to achieve the value of man. 

Words of Mu L iMyq b. Abi Sufyan 

0 awesome creature* let os begin by assessing Hie two pillars of 
your life. In the period of ignorance, you used to bumble yourself to 
stone idols and you came in a religion which humbled ihe earth wilh 
you in ii to heaven, You were in an age locked in upon itself which 
lapped up a contaminated civilisation and ynu were introduced by 
your new religion tu horizons whose civilisations were impregnated 
with a new light. On ihe one hand, snail tribal grouping gave you 
support, with which you plunged into limited raids whose purpose was 
no mare than the securing of a livelihood. On Ihe olher hand, tribalism 
came to your support in the much broader conquest?,,, in which all the 
tribes of the Arabian Peri insula were fused into one to carry the 
though! and spirit of the Message to the furthest extent. You were in 
Mecca with your tent with its lent pegs giving you pro lection against 
the heat of Lhe noonday sun and you became a power over vast 
distances with castles* fortresses and escons, 

You were small - please forgive me for saying itf You became great 
by virtue of the Message. It is not possible for you to Ere ignorant of 
I hat For it was one of the things which you could be praised For, In this 
way did the splendour of ihe conquest affect you. 

Since the conquest was an operation which aimed «L the circulation 
of the ideas of ihe Message over all horizons and at the reformation of 
work by the trends of its spirit and its principles* this is what you were 
urged to carry nut by unsheathing your sword so that it would lay 
your path to wherever you carried the thoughts and spirit of the 
Message, 

Syria received you as a guide and a raider. It considered (lie oil of 
your torch to be of the kind which is purified and perfumed and it 
found tn it a belovetE kinsman. Everything in you radiated kinship, . . 
from biood to ideas* to spirit . , , from desert to desert „ * . from 
neighbourhood to neighbourhood, from a nuw-eomcr tu an old settler, 
from one link to another link. With that friendly welcome, Syria 
received you through Ihe bishop, Mansur b. Sergius and his offspring. 
Sain! John of Damascus. If you had come as a raider, it would Emvc 
only received you as a raider, ft only extended degrees of kinship tn 
you because you came with the torch of salvation to save it from the 
night of conquest. Indeed you only came as a kinsman and a relative. 
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You did noi tome as a foreign conqueror, You came as u torch and a 
Eight much more than you came as a sword and fi shield, 

Here the value o£' lhc conquest was in from of you, radiutiug from 
your Qur'an to lhc blade of your sword hut nor radiating from lhe tip 
of your sword to the cover of your Qur’an- You came to unite, You 
did not come to separate. There was accomplished at your hand what 
the Message wanted to he accompli sited. Your glory was uni led with 
lhc glory of your people. There was nothing separating you as gover¬ 
nor rind c Umar h. al K lint tab as caliph which even detracts the 
measure of a fingertip from your value, You and Umar b. al-Khatlab 
were two pivots in the held of glory and a struggle which bound 
together Syria and Medina with a bond which was firm in contact. 
The bond which bound lhc Arabian Peninsula to Kufa could only 
borrow its firmness From your bond which tied lhc threads to every 
Muslim fighter with the sinews of his religion rather than wilh the 
members of his tribe. 

At that lime you could be characterised by intelligence since you 
were guided to it by good deliberation. There is no doubt that with 
these great qualities you could have founded a throne for Syria which 
outstripped the chrones of Byzantium at ihe greatest period of lheir 
glory even though its glories would not have been for you. For you 
were only the master of what was due to you and you were an 
ordinary lighlor 

II could not he accomplished by the power of the tribe of Kalb 
alone without die tribes of Qays also extending the hnnd of friendship, 
Nor would the tribes of Kalb and Qays have been able to achieve it 
unless they bad been all fused together in a new crucible. The new 
crumble was that which gave the sword its splendour, gave Ihe 
struggle its spirit, gave the aims their beliefs and gave the programme 
its philosophy. . . . What programme can there be without n philoso¬ 
phy to sel rights its outlines, to construct its aims and to set Lie ils 
different aspects? When are lands established for (he world itself? 
When is sweet water made pure for it? , ., except to the extent of the 
springs of virtues which it drinks from and the Fountains of beauty at 
which it refreshes riscJF. 

3 ids or that are both the spirit which emanates from the new 
Message which was a new crucible for the new Arabian Peninsula so 
that a new conquest burst forth wilh that Message. 

Mu'awiya, through the abundance of your deliberation, you were 
aware that., when lhc Arabian Peninsula was unified, it would achieve 
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that miracle, Similarly you were aware that at no Lime in its history 
had it ever been unified like it had been unified ihcn The secret of its 
unity could no* have remained hidden to you. Yet despite that, you 
rode roughshod over it in order to achieve victory for the family of 
Umayya over the family of llashim. As a result you banished the 
certain, victory ul the Message. 

The victory of die family of Umayya and the victory of the family 
of Has him became your true victory when you were stripping Syr in of 
its mixture of foreigners and when your brother was cleansing Iraq of 
Persians. | Uie Author must mean bv ‘foreigners' and ‘Persians’ 1 here 
the unbelieving rulers whose influence had extended to Syria and Iraq 
through (tie emperors of Byzantium and Persia. 'Foreigner 1 m hs 
national or regional sense is not considered a foreigner in the Islamic 
purification of evil. (.Vflft? inserted by the Committee)] 

Syria and Iraq were your two freed wings in your great world. 

What barm would there have been to you if you had stretched nut 
your hand to r A)j b. Abi Talib so that your two palms were joined for 
an iced benefit? You knew with absolute knowledge that your cousin 
had dean hands because be had a clean heart, reason and spirit. You 
were nol absolutely ignorant of the fact that he was the great pivot 
around which the pivot of the Message circulated while you were 
laying paths to power for yourself with it. You knew that he was the 
firm foundation for oil your fortresses which had sprung up and ill at 
he hod every right to struggle and every right to precedence. To him 
I he merit of the programme and its execution refers; through him 
relatives are protected; to him directions point because be is the pure 
and chaste, the man with great knowledge and the zealous proof of all 
the roots of logic. Indeed he is the true lest, the wise leader and the 
determined hero. 

Was any tiling better for you lhan to join year breast to his heart 
and your judgment to his wisdom? Then your world would drink his 
religion and your intelligence would be polished by his judiciousness, 
Then your world would he sound in all its aspects and firm in al! its 
moulds. What benefit to the world is it that the eminence of divine 
Jaws evades ii and it is devoid of the garb of virtues? 

If it had been possible for you to see everything which happened 
sfier you left the world, you would have been the first to be sorry and 
the most intense in regret, 

The slaughtering blazed forth in civil wars throughout the land 
which stretched from the Persian Gulf to the Dead Sea. More chan 
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one rose up to demand the caliphate fur himself until finally lie fell 
dead amid a scene of lumull with tens of thousands around iiim, nil of 
them sprung from Lhe roots of lhe tribes of Qa lit an Find 'Admin. some- 
limcs killed in al-Hira, sometimes in Basra, sometimes even in Mecca 
and the Ka'ba and sometimes in Kula. 

rinis was civil discord rapidly transported from .Syria to Iraq, or 
from Syria to Egypt, or to Egypt. Iraq and Syria at one time, 

No slaughtering was more generous than it in cutting off llie heads 
of thousands and in the many different kinds of persecution and 
torture which were coloured by different techniques , , , including 
treachery, assassination and poisoning. 

iJnst before this description the author has mentioned that if it had 
been possible for Mu'awiy-a to see what happened, he would have 
regretted. Indeed u should be rather Lhat if it had been possible for him 
to sec what had happened, be would not have regretted hi.s excesses 
and he would not have hesitated lor a momcnL to carry nuL his terrible 
plots which destroyed all or most of the gains of the Islamic ex peri 
merit, How could he he concerned about hesitating in his activity 
when he already was aware of lhe deplh of the apostolic tragedy 
which his plots were bringing about while he was planning and aiming 
at il in his activity'! His own personal glory was not his only concern 
but rather lie was concerned as well wit It the destruction of the glory 
and (he continuation of the Message. I lie author should have taken 
note of the words of Mifavdya in ibis connection, {Note inserted hy 
the Committee) J. 

Ai-Hyjjaj b. Yusuf was one of rhe most outstanding und most 
powerful figures among the initiators of oppression. He did not keep il 
m Iraq and he never ceased from carrying il out. 

Let the glory of the Arabian Pentnsuia finally dwindle and become 
shrunken. Let its sons become scattered as they lice from oppression, 
tyranny and persecution. Lei hatred increase in (tiEir hearts and Id 
chains surround their spirits, from one Lribe to another, from one side 
to another and frtjm one generation to another. 

The chain of assassinations has not ended. . . , Tl did not stop at 
"Uthman b. ‘AfTan, o.r All b, Abi Tflbb, or a I Hasan b. 
All. . . . Tt went on to al-Husayn b. 'All, to Abd Allah 
b. al Zubayr, Id Marwan b. ai Hah am, to ai-Walid b- Ya?.id to 
Marwan b, Muhammad .... 

J lilts Lifter nine decades Damascus lost your great throne and the 
bounty of your radium shelter. Noihirtg remained to El which would 
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remind it of your epoch except the vast broad mosque to which it Look 
safe refuge. 

Thus. Mu^awiya, did (he world move East with the rising sun and 
disappearing with its setting so that only the face of your noble Lord 
abides both before and after? 

It was to such minarets as those that c AJi b. Ah] jalib was summon¬ 
ing you to pay little heed to the world and to seek unity with the spirit. 

It is a duty to scalier virtues over society so that it can, under Their 
protection, enjoy die world without the spectre of apprehension, 
withou! hatred and malevolence, without cunning and deviation. Thai 
could not be achieved for Arab societies in the lap of a nedouinism 
which could not assess characteristics find qualities properly. So it 
began to be distracted by hatreds and tribal fanaticism. From the 
period in which its tribalism had been overcome and in which it had 
achieved the greatest conquests, it did not take a sufficient lesson 
which would make it rely on the causes of its unity and the secret of its 
Success. Thus it soon returned to the things which caused its collapse. 

Who was responsible to give tins kind, of true education to society 
except its leaders Hod rulers? However, the methods by which the 
rulers treated their subjects were not capable of bringing about 
harmony. This was an error of sound administration because rivalry 
for leadership and to occupy important positions in order to gain wide 
enjoyment of the world was not its concern. That would only be to be 
concerned to achieve temporary success by appealing to tribalism 
through enticement with the wealth which poured from the conquests. 

So the conquest was corrupted. Hue ruler?, were corrupted and 
society was corrupted. Resorting to violence was the quickest way to 
achieve the perpetuation of domination and the enjoyment of it. In this 
way did tfie whirlpool revolve around itself so that it, itself, began to 
gnaw into itself. 

After your final rest, c Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr arose Id urge fd- 
Husayn b. T AIi to seek his. right to govern but the former refrained 
from giving him any help so that the skies would be free for himself to 
try to gain power Later. I he response of your son, Ya/id was to torture 
al Husayn, to cut oJT his head and to offer it to aSHusayn's own si ate r 
as a sweet gift so that she could cake ir bztek to .Karbala'. Thus a new 
cry arose for ilie Shfa, which has not ceased to ring out even today, 
demanding vengeance for ai-Husayn, This gave r Abd Allah b. aS 
Zubayr, the so called helper who himself aspired lo the caliphale. an 
opportunity pregnant with hatred. ... He achieved the caliphase for 


139 



Ift turn ' A li 


himself lor a period of nine years and with ii he broil till l about a 
second. SiEFin on ail the Arab tribes. 

As for Marwan b. al-ktakam, that was the chance which he had 
been waiting for, lie took over the caliphate in the name of the 
Marwanid state after the death of your grandson, Mu L awiya the 
Second- He continued to show preference to the tribes of Yemen ovet 
the tribes of Qay& until l .Alika, Ihc mother of Khulid. killed him in tile 
most abominable way, 

AI-Hajjaj b. Yusuf headed for Kiifa to say; “Indeed I see heads 
which have grown ripe and the time for whose harvesting lias come. 1 
am the man to do il to them. It is as if I was already looking at Lhe 
blood flowing between their turbans and beards/' 

I have tried to count the number of heads which were cut oil'during 
that period and their total readied one hundred and twenty thousand. 

After you. all Ihis slaughter accompanied every stage of the 
Umayvud caliphate. In lhai period hatred, malevolence and trickery 
took root. During it no attempt at affection, Jove and tolerance was 
made which could remove their effects and lighten the weight of their 
burdens- 

I h rough out Ibis time, which did not go beyond seventy years, 
haired continued to grow and gather to itself a circle in which, from 
time Ld time and from caliphate to caliphate, Lhe hearts uF men were 
engulfed and to which their minds paid attention. Thus al Saffan. the 
'Abbasid Caliph, took advantage of Lhe opportunity and torture was 
meted out under him as vengeance for vengeance arid torment for 
torment Those who had been the flow of the tide now became its ebb 
and those who had been its ebb now became its flow, 

□ son of the U in ay y ad family, in this way you see how the span of 
time, during which the shirt of : Ulhman throbbed, has stained the 
whole epoch with Lhe blond of hundreds of thou.san.ds from every 
Arah Lribe. The conquest atrophied in a shameful way to ihc extent 
that tribute came to be paid instead of being received. The seat of the 
caliphate had begun to circulate between Medina and Kll fa, between 
Kiifa and Syria and between Syria and Baghdad. The tribes 
themselves, continued tu fight each other and shame moved from one 
front to another and from one age to another. Yet the Caliphs 
remained in their usual way of life and luxury, exploiting [lie money 
due Ln lhe Muslims and spending it on their own whims and pleasures, 
which reached the very limit of depravity and madness. 

I he people remained sunk in their continuous decline which was far 
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away from true thinking, anti a culture which came from the roots of 
love, goodness and beauty. They dud not set up any initiative 1'or a 
properly directed economy which would make the Arabian Peninsula 
concentrate on some kind; of stability. This was necessary, lirsi and 
last, in order to fashion the stale in a precise manner which would 
restrict its effort lo representing man in the Arabian Peninsula and to 
producing him in a cultured way, In this way he would become a 
vigorous force lor good before being presented to the clamorous stage 
on which he had previously been thrown with only his own inability 
and misfortune, 

The first initiative was very weak from the point of view of this 
basic idea. 

O son of the Umayyud family, y ou began with the shirt oF L Utbm&n 
by which the scats of the world would till towards your breast. So 
your breast was weighed down by it and Lbc breasts of the men who 
lived in your time were weighed down by it.. You Left behind a period 
which was beaten from side to side by its ebb and How. Let it be a 
lesson for the periods which come after it. 


L Abd al-Rahman b. Muljam 

You were not the first to leave the true line of conduct and you will 
not be the last. You were not the first to carry the burdens of crime 
and you will not be absolutely the most insignificant of them at the end 
of time even though the motive in your ease was the most stupid arid 
feeble minded. All men who undertake sue It an attack carry, like you, 
this darkness its I heir souls and this idiotic logic in their heads, 

The squalor, which you wallow your body in and into which you 
put your head, is mo less unclean and no less rotten than that in which 
pigs wallow around decaying garbage in their sties. 

What thing cal he said about you which is worse than what can be 
said about any other criminal, you bearer of crime'; 1 What concern do 
you have for tire most offensive epithets which can he used agamst 
you while you are without every scruple by which even the behaviour 
of a snake as affected? 

However, words about yOLa which do not take care to be used with 
restrain), will only serve to attack you more than they will serve m 
attack the crime which was shockingly carried out by you. It was the 
critrie of the epoch which you gulped down as a deadly poison which 
you had poured on to the lip of your sword. You are the unique 
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perpetrator of the crime. Through you, subterranean si ores of hatred 
against such stupidity have beer gathered together, 

Some men have said that a woman who wanted vengeance tempted 
you with her beauty and offered to give herself to you as your price 
when tike required act of bravery was performed for her, 

What beauty is ibis which you felt in the darkness of your soul so 
that the heat of its flames made use of you? ft is nothing but the 
beauty of lhe bats which can only be seen in the dark recesses of 
caves, Yet they have impudently called you a leader „ , , when you 
were able to murder a hero whose like the Arabian Peninsula has 
never witnessed in its history, neither past nor present. 

What heroism is this whose sword you sharpened on two whet 
.■atones, the whetstone of poison and the whetstone of assassination? 
The assassination itself was of the cow r ardly kind whose previous 
at Lem pis had failed, ll was the poison alone which worked. 

In their ignorance they attributed to you the quality of rescuer since 
you intended that the community should be saved from the originator 
nf its woes and Lbc instigator ofits wars. 

Shame on you and shame on those who are ignorant like yogi 
fiis was a long life of struggle to remove injustice from the back of 
the community and from your back ; to free your generation; to defend 
the ideal model for every generation which would follow your time; to 
proEeci the nobility of every man who was ignorant of his humanity 
tike you were; and to demolish the oid Arabian Peninsula your 
Arabian Peninsula - and to repair it so that it became worthy to bu 
ranked among civilised societies, 

Frilow, whal do you claim? What do all (hose behind you claim? 
What about nil those who passed through a long struggle in which 
,: AY\ b. Abi Talib spent his whole life in discomforts and hardships, in 
poverty and deprivation, m Long nights of sleeplessness and noble 
yearning. 

For the sake of whom was that? Was il for the sake of destroying 
the community with civil wars or was it for Lhc sake of purifying the 
community from the dregs of ignorance and decline? Do you think 
dial he was u mad man trying to grab the land in order Lo shader it 
among the lines of the stars? Or do you think that he was a rational 
man who had come down from heaven in order to cover lhc area ot 
the earth with hs bounty? Do you think that he came Lo destroy nr do 
you think that he came to build? Do you think that he came to 
plunder or do you Lhink thal eamc to give? Did he not have lhc duty 
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of b-ezsTp, the custodial ' of ihe Message and was not Lhc supervision of 
it entrusted Lo him'? Or do you think that lie guarded property and 
betrayed his trust? Don't you tee that be carried the Message with his 
sword and through his explanation just as the wind carries die rain to 
the thirsty areas of vour deserts? Did you not see such loftiness under 
the blow of your treacherous sword, oa the way to mosque, which 
coloured his head with blood and did you not sec such loftiness 
beneath his patched shirt and his armour which be used on the he Ids 
of battle and his mended sandals which he put on his feet? 

Have you not heard about Ebn 'Abbas asking about those sandals. 

, . - Ll i went in ta the Commander of the faithful and be was mending 
his sandal. I asked what the value of it was, He answered: ‘By God, it 
is more loved by me than commanding you except for the fact that 3 
am upholding right and driving away falsehood.’ " 

Have you riot heard him saying that? Do you not see that through 
such substantial evidence he is the most glorious and pious of men? 

I Towevcr, you only saw him through spectacles which had been put 
on your blind eyes. That was the inheritance from your era. Hut then 
your age was more culpable than you to the extent that it did not 
embrace into its arms that great man and it failed in the duty of 
putting up an impregnable barrier lo make it impossible for little men 
like you to be able to sec the mended patch of his sandal. 

That would have been tantamount let the era being devoted Lo its 
rare men. So the crime against him has been reckoned in the scales of 
assessment as a failure to be aware of true values and an avoidance of 
curbing errors. Indeed nn an era which was hungry for men. like the 
era of the period of'ignorance itself, the heavens rained down with ' Ali 
b. Abi TaLih as abundant rain. Then it rejected him so dial it could go 
hack to its old ways and depend on the sewer for its water, Of such an 
age the least which can be said is that it is blind and its slumber still 
keeps it in darkness. 

As for the man who fell prostrate in front of the mosque of Kufa, 
the blow of the sword did not cause his death. Men like him who deal 
with ideas tire in Lbe high towers of chose ideas where they are in 
impregnable safety from any earth-bound creature of the kind like 
c Abd al-Rahman b, Muljam. 

The blow which was struck on the head of this great genius is still 
considered to be A grievous thrust: agamic the innermost core of 
human dignity, despite the fact that it achieved nothing except the 
triviality of his immediate existence. That blow is still regarded hs a 
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disgrace to an era which abandoned his riches and left to Eater genera 
tions die honour ol‘ appreciating the man whom thev had neglected to 
appreciate. . . , To such an extent has *Ali b- Abi Talib become the 
broadesi oasis to which man hurries to quench his thirst when he 
gasps to go with him across the ages. 
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“Tomorrow, you will look buck to my lime and my inner 
motif thoughts nil! be revealed to you. Then you will recog¬ 
nise me after l have left my position and another has taken 
my placed 1 


The Selling and the Rising 

Flow can the thought of man recognise you when you have 
departed from all Lhe chains which used to bind you, from those 
hammers which shook beneath lhe blows of your fists? How did lhe 
world come to ]ook at you after it had disowned ail you had of it like 
the night disowns lhe last trace of its blackness before ihe coming 
dawn? How did the scenes of struggle begin to look at you after you 
had left their shiny sword and polls lied spear? 

By my SifeF The nineteenth day of the month of Ramadan was not 
the only day when you packed your luggage and made your saddle 
ready for the long journey! You bad prepared to mount that glorious 
vehicle from (he firs! day in winch your eyes were inspired hy the great 
hood of truth whose abundance poured over you from the eave of 
Hira, from the very day while the world bowed its head before you 
and threw all its power beneath your feet, From that very moment, 
your footsteps came to be directed toward the u him ale. Immediate 
matters did not halt them nor did the dross of the foam of superficial 
matters distract them. 

The world was something which you met with a rough hand, from 
which you shunned with a sniff of your nose and toward which you 
aimed the secrets of your heart. Today it is something which gazes 
towards you as if it had realised that you are the most beauiiful 
embroidery for its garments and that you are the freshest cloud, which 
has passed, in whose atmosphere the damp ground has been made 
plea sail t. You were the most rational of balanced men in bolding it 
back „ . . sometimes when avarice held control of it so that it was 
blocked by it To lhe point of suffocation and at other times when it 
became submerged in pride which was binding it only to tear it aparL- 

You are the bravest man who ever stretched nut a hand towards the 
adorned cheeks of lhe world, ripped off the Fastenings of its veil, 
entered into its ornamented boudoir and tore the veil away from it. 
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There wag the unveiled face whose powder Lhc sun now exposed* 
There wag the pampered chamber covered with soft, veil.? whose 
plague ridden charms were row laid bare. Thus did you make the 
great image submit and strip away (he coverings of imagination so 
dial you might clothe ii in a simple chaste dress. Thus did you wipe 
from its eyes the sickness of temptation and expose it to (he light from 
which the charms of eye-shadow wore gathered. 

When this world lost its perished bloom under your eyes, it 
acquired its blazing fire between the palms of your hands* Now it is a 
path free of gullies, along which Lruvcllcrs might walk in safety urged 
on by chaste wishes, delightful hope and pure striving. In order to 
arrive at a gratifying sleep, neither a night of desire nor the reproach 
of greed disturbed iL. The worm eaten holes of lusl did not violate it 
nor the hollows of temptation. The insects of the night, did not disturb 
its slumber. In it there was no lack of virtues as if they had treeri 
tanned into ir like a hide. It did not lack noble qualities. 

Thus you maintained the borders of the world when you exposed 
them. Von bestowed treasures upon it wherever its treasures were 
scattered. 

therefore, it began lo refer to you on every occasion when il fell 
that the road had become too crowded for it. In your constitution for 
it was the trusted source of reference. 

Your constitution was that broad outline for all affairs in life,, its 
problems and its passions. You did not treat any matter without 
probing its depths and throwing light upon it. 

You received l be Message. Since it was a gift from the lighl nf' 
ynur greal Lord, not a spark of it escaped you but you gathered it all 
to your mind and your mind radiated with it. You united it with your 
power. When your breast was as firm in it ul the surface of a shield, 
you began to serve it out and to pour il forth without the serving 
enfeebling you or the pouring weakening ynu¬ 
ll was as if you were the open sea. The shores would never lire of 
the flow of'your I ides. You did not lake hold of a grcal thing without 
ireaUng it with greatness. You did not deal with a small matter without 
giving it of every l bought. It was as if you were, both ai a distance and 
near, like the light, the perfection of vision, the answer for sight. 

Virtues Hocked around the fount oi your soul interlocked like the 
lines of caravans are interlocked with one another. They were puEleci 
light, with harmony of forms, measured rhythm and smoothed ways. 
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You were the good man of good men as you were the ascetic of 
ascetics. Yoli kneaded thL- world with asceticism and you baked it. 
Then the tables of goodness were opened [O the reality of generosity 
, . r so that when you took the sliced loaf to eat with a grain of salt., 
every kind of vitality was in it for you. Your loaf was sufficient for you 
because its dough was from abstinence. You would never grudge 
anyone else y our bread because its flour was the munificence of your 
abstinence, 

You abstained from the world because you did think that it had any 
lasting shelter nor any permanent power. You saw that its ways were 
nothing but transitory and you saw that in it man was rapidly travel 
ling towards death and that he was heading towards the hip of his 
Lord. You saw that virLucs were the best ornaments which man 
gathers in tins world, through which he travels with piety and which 
he [eaves with quiet confidence. . . . They arc a comfort in life 
and a sufficiency for death. You saw that sins 3 re lire daughters of 
inconveniences, which corrupt necessities, harbour hatreds and 
disturb sleep, Man will never have the reality of the ultimate goal in 
them. Rather they are the refuge of enfeebled reason and the aim of 
tempted ambitious men and the insatiable starving, . .., They arc a 
trivial objective, a meagre aim which will never build a man con acinus 
of the reality of existence. Rather will they perpetuate for him a source 
of discomlbrl iti a painful race in which the competition will wear him 
down and the trickery and deceit will roll him down. 

You stretched out your generous arm to impose integrity in the 
path, truth In speech, frankness in npinion, truth in judgement and 
justice ni administration. You were offering to the traitor virtues which 
would enrich him, nobEe deeds which would adorn him. piety which 
would perfect him, and faith which longed for him. 

Your dough is the purified dough. The hand of the sinner had not 
Stretched his fingers towards it. 1 h,c food from it is blessed food- In it 
there is nourishment and in it there is consolation, Tn it there is sub 
mission and contentment. In it there is love and magnanimity. In it 
there is striving against pride and in it there is contemplation against 
the arrows of fortune. In it there is tbc wakefulness of consciousness 
and the splendour of man. 

This js [be reality of the world which you have left to the world. It is 
no wonder that the world hungers for your burnt crumb.n when its 
tables have Income overcrowded, Nor is il any wonder that it thirsts 
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to drink your drops when its springs have disappeared. The hunger of 
I he world only produces indigestion and its- thirst is only satisfied 
through an abundance. How is it (hat the fond in your dishes doEs not 
produce indigestion and your drink docs not sink in excess': 1 That is 
because you are the very taste of the food since you oiler the art. of 
eating and the art of drinking* 

Thus (lie world with ils generations will never cease to ladle out the 
perfume from your spices, O noble face which radiates your Lord. 
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The Muhummadi Trust, a charitable religious endowment 
with its centre in Cecal Britain, is devoted to dissemination of 
authentic knowledge concerning Islam, Til rough this series of 
publications it hopes to coniribuie i its share in making possible 
deeper studies of Islam, 


rhis book on Imam Alt, written in Arabic over seventeen 
years ago, represents n new way of looking at 'Alt jhn Ab? 
Tallin. The author does not repeal the historical approach to 
the life of Ali but tries to give a religious insight into the man 
and his coniHhuiion to Islam, He uses the incidents of the life 
of Alt as reported by historians to enable (he reader to gain a 
glimpse of that man who has been the magnet for so many 
men throughout the history of Is Earn, This approach is an 
interesting and novel contribution to our understanding of 
this great man. The author, Suluyman Kaltani is himself an 
Arab Christian from Lebanon. As such, he has produced a 
valuable and unusual hook which may prove helpful in enabl¬ 
ing different religions to understand each other more sym¬ 
pathetically; He has. certainly, demonstrated the great 
importance of All to the Arab world, to Islam and in particu¬ 
lar to ShT’ite Islam, 
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in Aden and Lebanon. He is a specialist in ShT'Uc Islam and 
has translated Kttdh al-frshdd by Shaykh at-Mufid, which has 
been published recently. He has also written a number of 
articles on ShT"ism and other Islamic topics. 





